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Date a Interview- Case 1 <Princess>. 


“Umm... ... "Interviewing the Spirits to create a new database. For Kotori." ... ...+ GOG の heicgnt ask 
nicely. 
Inside a strange building, Shido let out a sigh while looking at the noteiinihis hand. 
Despite saying this, it's not like he can ignore her. To interview the Sonat Shido で pened the first(doorXas 
he had been told. / A g 

"Excuse me-... ... Umm... The first one is... ..." , 
Then, a dark ray of light was shot from inside the room, and a small explosion ocurred at}Shido's feet: 
"Uwah?!" = 


"a «Who the hell are you?" 0 < 4 ーー 
"Eh? Ehh?!” N 






Hearing this, Shido opened his eyes wide. 
lt couldn't be helped. After all, the one standing there was the Tohka Shidolhad first 'met, in maximum 
01 Could you introduce yourself? 


alert status. 
"Name... ...? | don't have... anything like that. 


"No, your name's Tohka, right... ...? Come to think of it, | think | heard that/phrase somewhere else..4™" 
"? What nonsense are you mumbling about?" f AS 

Q2 What do you like? x 3 
“The time | can sleep peacefully. s 
"Umm... What does that mean?” 

"t means to shut up!" 

"l thought so!" 

93 What do you not like? 
“Humans.” 

"Ho-hou bold... ... F 

"Meaning, you, you loser.” 

"Could you stop shooting lightning?!" 
Q4 What kind of man do you like? 
"The kind that dont bother me." 










"Specifically, those who dont appear suddenly and start asking questions.” 


Q5 How would you confess to the man you like? 
"Get lost if you don't want to die.” 

"That's too violent.” 

Q6 Any last words to close the interview? 

"I've had enough. Disappear." | / 
"N-no. Wait... ... y | | 
"<Sandalphon>... ... <Halvanhelev> ... ... 
"Excuse rmeeeeeee!" 























Date a Interview Case-2 Tohka Vatogarmi. 


“Haat... ... That was awful.” 
Shido, who had managed to escape alive from the first room, let out a "i T with his hand against a wall. 
"Just what happened with Tohha? It looked like she didn't remember me.. 

Shido tilted his neck suspiciously, but moved onto the next door anyway. 

He ¢ didn't know what dangerous subject awaited inside. He knocked the door with caution and opened it slowly. 
/Het did so ready for the danger, but he opened his eyes wide yet again. 
“Ooh, Shido!” 
Tohka?!" 

@ Ti s right. The ong dna there was the Tohka that Shido knew quite well. 






y 
Qi Could you introduce yourself? €. 
Umu! l'm TohRa a Yatogami!" 
Ho こ Byou are the usual Tohka. But then, who was that just now... ...?" 


y Just now? に ここ に 


Neno, AN 
の 2 What do you ‘like? P 





。 
` O Tike kinako bread!” ( y. 


-a 
ri 


"I thoughts so!" 
Po What do your not ii, Mince 
PN k What f food Ta dont like; huh?,That's a hard one... 


well" AN but | do remember you couldn't eat umeboshis, right, op N 
(Tm not good with those. | feel sorry I couldn't enjoy eating something. | swear I'll 















ze 
Wr ‘rm not sure! Do you have on one or, rthe o otherz: 
*Umu. For the first one is Shido. And the second one would be... ... Muu...” 





confess to the man you like? 
"Make me miso soup every moming! 
"shouldn't a ma aman Say that?" 
4 [Umu | it’ x a ‘a’greatt phrase | heard on TV cand it left a mark on me." 
i "We- we -well I tante deny. it's an appropiate e phrase... P cose 
ri 4 ー *Mu?, What's" wrong, Shido? 
er p n 
‘ome to think of it. | was already making miso soup... ... 


Well... I'm going to PP orr- you very happy!” 
n Ye-yeah... … aed 


Date a Interview Case-3 Tohka (inverse). 


















sE 





Shido, who left the second room with a blush, softly scratched his cheek and took a deep breath to calm his heartbeats 
"We-well then, next one! 

He raised his voice with a little more energy than before and opened the next door 

"Let's see, next one is... ...” 

But when he opened the door, his expression was dyed with surprise once again, and stood still like a statue. 

However, that was not surprising. After all, the one standing there was 
"A human? Do you have any business with me?" 


ha's Inverse form, the one he had already seen before 
tat? Tohka again?!” 








1 Could you introduce yourself? 





い Why dol have to introducéfmyself to you, you bastard?” 
liSthis is an interview.. 
・ why don’ tyoulintroduce yourself first? 
am Shidotitsuka 


"| think)! heard thatiinca dream somejtime ago... 
p- s. 


nf is not even worthy of being|mentioned tits fried and sweet surface” its spongy mass, all of it gently 
=, =, 
covered|injkinako flavor... 


Mts Nh? ‘ou don't like it, don tyou - 
Q4\ What kind of man de you like? 
he kind that are comfortable to sition. % 
Siton? 









tf ‘Ah: 
at's with the cute voice! just} re 
= 
et about! it.” 
aes ま n ibe? 
How’ ‘would you confess to the man you like? 
w 












A > ーー ~ 
=y > RS Twill rule over you. 
— と r O70.. ... Why are you still sitting on my back? When | hear it like this, 1 feel a sensation of domination... ..." 
y | ty 
a. J Shut up.” ーー 


06 Any least * werd: te close the inte review? 

` a a 

m hungi Make’ ime somethir ng to eat. Specifically, tuna and mayonnaise onigiris.” 
Jmm..>.. Well* then ‘im off to the store. So, could you please get off my back?" 


Jon't talk back!" (Pun ach)" 
eee "Hiin!" — — 
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Origami Counseling 


The chime announcing the beginning of lunch time for classroom 204 of Raizen High 
School echoed 


“Fuaahh......” 


At the same time, Tobiichi Origami, who was sitting by the window seat, felt a large 
yawn inadvertently leak out from her throat unexpectedly. 


It could be that the drowsiness was induced by the chime...... or maybe she felt a little 
bit too relaxed after recognizing that the lesson was over. Then again, while thinking 
about it, she did go to bed rather late last night. So she more or less might be influenced 
by sitting next to the window with warm rays of sunlight. 


After pausing for a while, Origami let out a “ha” as she twitched her shoulders. 
Although it was an irreversible physiological phenomenon, a girl her age shouldn’t 
widely open her mouth to yawn in public. While in a restless state, Origami quickly used 
her hand to cover her mouth. 


Fortunately, it seemed that nobody had seen her due to everyone having followed the 
order to leave class. Origami breathed a sigh of relief. 


This girl’s characteristics were characterized with white skin and long hair that hide and 
covered her back. Her facial features were stunning; her almost doll-like expression 
seemed softer and more relaxed after standing up. She was wearing the Raizen High 
School uniform she obtained after transferring yesterday. 


As a result of the teacher leaving outside, the classroom immediately became filled with 
noisy chatter. Everyone dropped their textbooks and notes as they began to prepare for 
lunch. 


“Talso...... should go eat lunch.” 

While Origami murmured a bit in a small voice, she took out a bag from her lunch box. 
No classmates seemed to want to have lunch with her since it was only the second day 
after her transfer. Several classmates gave a concerned glance at her, but no one 
approach to speak to her because of a lack of prior mutual connection. 

However, Origami was not the best at conveying her own feelings. It would be a better 


idea to simply finish the lunchbox quickly to end this awkward atmosphere. After 
judging that, Origami placed her hand on the lid of the lunchbox. 
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Then 一 一 over there. 


Origami suddenly stopped after the shadow of a certain male student was caught at the 
end of her of line of sight. 


The boy who sat right next to Origami—— Itsuka Shidou. With an appearance that 
seemed both neutral and gentle, he also took out a lunch box and placed it on his desk 
just like Origami. 


After seeing his appearance, Origami’s heart began to race. 
The reason behind being so self-conscious in front of him was extremely simple. 


He, Itsuka Shido, during yesterday—that is on the first day that Origami transferred, 
had called her to a location privately to invite her out on a date. Last night, Origami went 
to sleep so late because of being stuck figuring out a way to reply back to his message. 
Why though, perhaps it was because it was the first time he had spoken to her, Origami 
did not want to refuse the invention. 一 一 No, on the contrary, she was looking forward to 
that date. Origami couldn’t hide her confusion, it was a feeling she had never felt before. 


—A-at least , she had already been asked for an appointed date from him. Perhaps, if 
called out now, they could have lunch together...... these ideas flew through Origami’s 


mind. 


As Origami finished making up her mind, she slowly turned to face Shido and tried to 
open her lips. 


In that moment. 

“——Tobiichi-san!” 

A girl in-between Origami and Shidou obstructed Origami’s words. A girl with hair that 

was adjusted upwards and was wearing her uniform in a leisurely manner in accordance 

to her own wishes. It was her fellow classmate, Yamabuki Ai. 

“Y-yes!?” 

Because it was too abrupt, Origami didn’t have the time to reflect having her name being 


called. However, Ai didn’t not take notice of that as she grabbed onto Origami’s hands. 
The sudden grip caused her hands to shiver in response. 
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As Origami was monetarily stunned, two girls appeared from behind Ai. She 
remembered that they were Ai's friends, Hazakura Mai, and Fujibakama Mii. 


“Ai~—I understand that you are happy, but please calm down.” 
“Yeah 一 一 you've startled Tobiichi-san—” 
They spoke in turn as they turned their eyes to Origami. 


“Sorry, Tobiichi-san. It’s because of listening to Tobiichi-san’s advice that Ai is about to 
finally go on her first date—!!” 


“Hey, I never talked to Kishiwada-kun before, so it was surprising that he agreed to the 
date.” 


Origami widened her eyes as she let out an “ah” sound as she remembered something. 


This morning, when Origami had arrived at school, she felt for some reason a gloomy 
atmosphere coming from the group at the center of the classroom. 


A girl had buried her face onto her desk as two other girls looked on with a worried 
expression marking their faces. Of course, it was the friendly trio from class 204, Ai, 
Mai, and Mii. Although Origami had just transferred into the school yesterday, in the 
process of being constantly questioned by her fellow students, Origami remembered the 
names of those three because they stood out as the most energetic. 


Yet one of the cornerstones of the powerful trio, Ai, looked as if her vitality had sunk 


into depression when compared to yesterday. As expected, Origami was slightly 
concerned. 


“Reallyー 一 Ai. It’s only the invitation for a date that was rejected. You re acting too 
depressed.” 


“I mean, the way I see it Kishiwada-kun is herbivore who studies the humanities. It’s not 
good to invite him to a metal band concert.” 


“T-It’s because......that was written on the divination section of the magazine...... 


As Ai let out a “wan” sound as she bashfully covered her face with her hands, Mai and 
Mii turned to each other. 


“It’s alright. He didn’t say that he disliked Ai, right?” 
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“Yeah 一 一 change the place and try re-inviting him.” 
ause Where should I invite him to?” 

“Eh? Then...well, how about shopping at the station?” 
ears That was what he refused last week.” 
“T-then...... the amusement park!” 

SS That was rejected the week before last.” 
““Well—umm...... 
As Mai and Mii were trying to think of something else, Ai let out another lamenting sigh. 


While they seemed to have been struck with quite the dilemma, it was not a topic that 
Origami should interrupt. In order to not disturb the three of them, Origami tried to 
quietly pass behind Ai. 


However, at that moment. Ai suddenly snapped her body upward and turned to intercept 
Origami’s passage just like a bridgeway unfolding. 


“Tobiichi-san...... 
“Kyaa!?” 


In response, Origami let out a startled cry. However, Ai didn’t seem to take notice to that 
as she continued to speak with a gloomy look. 


ers A sacred and beautifully popular girl like Tobiichi-san must be experienced. Can 
you use your overflowing knowledge to benefit a sad and unpopular girl like me?” 


“Eh? No, I’m not like that.” 


“Tobiichi-san, if you went to a date with a boy you cared about...... where would you 
go?” 


Ai asked while not changing her expression. While puzzled, Origami looked on to Mai 
and Mii. ..... However, the two of them also looked like lost lambs pleading for charity 
and guidance. Somehow, it had become an atmosphere where Origami had to give back 
a reply. 


“Well, uh...... a library or something like that...... I 
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After hearing Origami’s reply, Ai jumped back up like a spring-loaded toy. 
“Yamabuki Ai...... heading off.” 

In this manner, Ai saluted forward with a delicate look. 

Mai and Mii also saluted back with a serious demeanor. 


Perhaps, feeling in the atmosphere that she had too as well, Origami also raised her left 
hand in salute as well. 


Origami narrowed her eyes as sweat dripped down her forehead. 
—Speaking of which, certainly such an event did occur. 
“W-well, I’m glad that it worked.” 


Origami spoked with an embarrassment as she was pushed back by Ai’s momentum. 
Then, gentle tears appeared from corners of Ai’s eyes. 


“Reaaaaaaaaaaaally thank you so much! Tobiichi-san truly is the master of love! The 
rumors that you had a fan club in your previous school are true!” 


“Eh!?” 


Hearing what Ai had just said, Origami rounded her eyes open. Then, Mai and Mii both 
nodded while crossing their arms. 


“Well certainly, I could have never gotten an OK from Kishiwada-kun. With advice that 
precise, hunting is practically another name for Miss Tobiichi Origami. I definitely don’t 
want to be your enemy.” 


“Certainly, at your previous school, even all of the boys you owned had to be watered 
down. Since the girls began to target after your life, you were forced to transfer, right? 
The saga of Popular Origami!” 


“No, that...... ` 
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Ai, Mai, and Mii began to loudly talk about Origami’s prowess. Incidentally, these 
rumors from a dubious source were completely unfounded. Origami, who had never had 
this occur with men or women before, was not a master of love. 


However, it was impossible for her classmates to properly judge such a matter. Drawn 
by the Ai, Mai, Mii trio’s loud praise, the other students began to whisper. 


“Huhーー" 

“I see—” 

“Indeed, she does seem give the air of being popular.” 
Just like that, they had all been irresponsibly convinced. 


Origami turned to the seat next door—towards the direction of Shidou. Why was it? 
Among all of the classmates, she didn’t want him to misunderstand in particular. 


“W-wait a second, this is getting troublesome. There’s no such thing...... 
“Ah, Tobiichi-san...... ” 


As Origami raised her voice in protest, there was another voice coming from behind. 
Looking back, it was a girl with her hair tied in a bun and with a face flushed red. 


“W-what's the matter?” 
As Origami asked, the girl the continued to speak as if having made up her mind. 


“P-please can you give me some advice? There is someone that I am interested in but I 
don’t know how to properly convey my feelings!” 


“Huhh!?” 
“Please, I’m counting on you!” 


Faced with this sudden request, Origami struggled to speak while still incomparably 
bewildered. 


Bera Eh, well, then, I think it’s very important to face each other, follow your feelings, 
and dare to be...... ay 


“T see!” 


As the female student spoke, she nervously walked to the edge of the classroom where a 
boy was studying. 
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“That...... so that’s why.” 
“Eh? Ah......a-alright.” 


As if swallowed by the atmosphere of the classroom, the boy gave a slight nod. 
At that instant, a roar of “Ohhhhhhhhhh!?” cheers erupted in the classroom. 


“Hey, hey, are you serious?” 
“What sort of advice...... ý 
“Truly, Tobiichi is a Jorōgumo.” 


As the students began to spread even more rumors through whispers, it seemed that even 
a new nicknamed had become attached to Origami. 


Then, as if inspired by the establishment of the recent couple, the eyes of several 
students glimmered, as if—saying that they also wanted to get love advice from Origami. 


Against everyone’s eyes that were full of expectations, Origami’s counterarguments 
gradually fell on deaf ears. 


Then, as if to protect Origami from everyone’s gaze, Ai stood firm while holding 
Origami’s hand. 


“Hey, you guys are scaring Tobiichi-san.” 
“Ya-Yamabuki-san.” 


Origami let out a relived sigh thinking that Ai had helped resolve the matter. 
However. 


“Each advice is made one by one! Since the consolation room will be the vacant room in 
the back, decide the order by Janken or something!” 


Origami could only stare blankly as Ai issued out those commands with a great smile. 


© 


The result was just what the Ai, Mai Mii trio had said. A temporary love consultation 
room had opened in a vacant classroom at the end of the school building. 
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The spare chairs in the empty room were rearranged to be facing each other to imitate a 
consultation room. As expected, Origami was semi-coerced to sit down at the seat of 
honor. 

ee I haven’t even finished lunch yet.” 

“Don’t worry, we also haven’t eaten yet!” 

“But everyone needs Tobiichi-san’s advice!” 


“People are creatures that can’t live by eating alone!” 


As Origami murmured some complaints, the trio replied back with cheerful expressions 
as they purposed their black market enterprise. 


“Here, here, I’ve already announced it through SNS.” 
“Y-you'Ve done that!?” 


“Well, the atmosphere, the atmosphere is important. Won’t this make you more eye- 
catching as people gather?” 


“That, I didn’t want to stand out in the first place...... 
Origami partially strained her eyes as sweat dripped down her cheeks. It was already 
troublesome having everyone in the class. But if there was such propaganda, then there 
may be even more people coming over. 


“Don’t worry, don’t worry. Even if it is spreading, here at school it’Il only be students.” 


“Well, it would be a different case if people snuck in through a secret route and changed 
clothes—” 


“Rather, if people come, we’ll welcome you.” 
The three of them began to laugh together. 


eae Somehow, feeling that saying anything now would be for waste, Origami let out a 
heavy sigh. 


“Now, Tobiichi-sensei, the first one is coming, so please!” 


At the same time Origami replied with another sigh, a boy with gelled hair entered the 
room. 
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1? 


“No.1 from Classroom 204. Tonomachi Hiroto. Please advise me 


After giving a pointlessly robust greeting, he sat down on the opposite side from Origami. 
His breathing was subtly flustered. 
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“Alright, alright, calm down, calm down.” 
“No.1 is Tonomachi-kun!” 
“Now, then, what are the contents for this consolation?” 


While telling to calm him down, the Ai, Mai, Mii, trio spoke out in turn from Origami’s 
side. 


Then, Tonomachi slammed down his fist while raising a feverish voice. 
“Actually, I have a close friend...... 
“Close friend...... 


Origami replied with a gulp as she treaded carefully. That serious expression. Although 
she did not know what he was going to talk about, it must be an important friend. 

This formidable disposition and correction in posture 一 一 perhaps it may be that he liked 
this close friend. If he asked such a thing, how can Origami respond? 


Despite not caring much for the role due to the position coming from a misunderstanding 
alone, the consultee was serious. Even if it was not something she could do casually, 
returning a proper answer should be within her range as courtesy at least. 


As Origami quietly waited for him to speak, Tonomachi slammed his eyes open. 


“Even though the two of were comrades without girlfriends, recently women have been 
flocking towards him...... how can I be as popular as him!” 


2 he Ate Haah, so that’s it.” 


However, since what the other party had spoken a rather tacky topic, Origami felt a bead 
of sweat drip down her face. 


“No, no, I don’t mean to say that I’m holding a grudge, but I am wondering why such a 
difference appeared suddenly. Until last year, there were noisy girls spreading rumors 
that we were a couple!” 


ehh.” 


Origami frowned in confusion as she scratched her cheeks. ...... Well, anyway it was 
because of these troubles that he deliberately sought out Origami. She couldn’t ignore 
that. 


“Well then.....can you search of something that your close friend has...... that you lack?” 
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“Something that guy has that I don’t...... hmm...... 


Tonomachi thought hard for a while before suddenly coming up with something as he 
struck the palm of his hand with a “pon” sound. 


“That’s right! It’s a cute little sister!” 


Hearing what Tonomachi had just said, Origami turned her eyes into two blank dots. 
“That guy has a younger sister in junior high school! She’s really cute! Ah...... perhaps 
that bastard being raised with a younger sister was the key for climbing up the staircases 
of adulthood...... !? Indeed, the feeling of that guy drifting away was caused by the 


presence of his little sister! So that’s the easy way to reach adulthood! The secret power 
to get popular!” 


“Thank you! The mystery is solved! I'll ask my father for a little sister right away!” 
As Tonomachi said in a bright voice, he leaped out of his chair and left the classroom. 
Se な Was it alright to leave it like that?” 


As Origami muttered as his back disappeared from sight, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio let out an 
“hmm” sound in thought as they crossed their arms. 


“Well, wasn’t that good?” 

“From the start, it was a very wishy washy question——” 

“Yeah, looks like the dining table of the Tonomachi family will be awkward for days——” 
The three of them smiled irresponsibly. 

“Alright, now let’s go onto the next one.” 

Returning back to topic, Mai called out to invite the next consultee. 

This time, a small woman wearing glasses entered the classroom. 

“Thank you for your consideration......” 

The woman spoke as she slowly bowed down her head. Looking at that figure, Origami 


stared blankly. That’s right, rather than a student; it was the homeroom teacher of 
classroom 204, Okamine Tamae-sensei, or more commonly referred to as Tama-chan. 
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“S-sensei, what are you doing here?” 


“Well—since I passed by students on the way to the classroom, sensei would also like to 
try it out! I was planning on saying that...... 3 


After finishing, she gave a wistful bitter smile. However, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio beside 
Origami could only issue out a forced smile in response. 


oes Having done that, Tama-chan sensei was now 29 years old and without a husband or 
boyfriend. They had told this to Origami yesterday. 


A feeling of tension struck Origami’s throat. To be honest, this seemed to be too heavy of 
a topic for Origami to serve as a counselor. 


“W-well, anyway, please ask the consultant!” 
“Ehh, that...... 4 


Then, Tama-chan sensei stared at the Ai, Mai, and Mii trio as if wanting to say 
something. 


The three of them tilted their heads in thought, but after a few seconds they seemed to 
notice Tama-chan’s intentions as they replied back with an “ahh” retort. 


“Perhaps it’s difficult to talk about this while we are here?” 

“Please wait a moment—” 

“Let’s go over there—” 

The three of them covered their ears as they headed to the back of the room. 
As Tama-chan saw the situation, she hid her voice below a whisper. 

“Well, I didn’t want to tell anyone this, but...... ý 

“Y-yes.” 

“Actually, this April...... I was purposed by someone.” 

Hearing what Tama-chan had said, Origami widened her eyes open. 

“Oh, so that’s it. Congratulations, who is this other person?” 
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As Origami asked, Tama-chan paused as if troubled before quietly replying. 

“I can’t say in detail...... but actually, it’s a student of this school.” 

“Ehhh!?” 

Having heard such unimaginable words sprung out, Origami reflexively let out a startled 
voice in shock. Although they were still covering their ears, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio’s 
shoulders began to tremble. 


“Hey!—Hey!” 


As Tama-chan extended her index finger to hush her, Origami lowered her head in 
apology as she continued in a quieter tone. 


“S-so, is that true?” 

“Un, as far as it goes...... 
“So, speaking as a sensei, how do you...... feel about this person?” 

UMa yes, personally speaking, he seems to be of fairly well prospects. He is very 
responsible and also willing to help others, and from what I’ve heard from others he is 


very good at cooking...... i 


“W-well, age does not matter in love...... but it would be better to wait until after 
graduation...... ý 


As Origami finished speaking, Tama-chan let out an award laugh. 

“Although that could be said...... but actually there was also a continuation...... 
“Continuation?” 

“Yeah...... perhaps my response was too aggressive, but he said “there’s no preparedness 
for that” and fled...... from then seven months have passed and nothing has happened. 


Sure enough...... perhaps that chance has already passed...... = 


After saying that, Tama-chan looked off into the distance. However, Origami shook her 
head in affirmation. 


“M-maybe that person ran away because he missed the proper timing. If that’s not the 
case, I think it’s better to approach him and talk once again.” 


As Origami finished speaking, Tama-chan expression immediately brightened up. 


“I-is that true?” 
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“Yes! Please be more confident!” 
“Thank you! I.....P 1l try to ask him once more!” 


With a shimmer in her eyes, Tama-chan left the room. 


Probably feeling that she had left, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio stood up and walked over to 
Origami. 


“Ah, is it over now?” 
“How did the consultation go?” 
“Well, it seems to not make sense even if not listening!” 


After saying that Ai, Mai, Mii laughed merrily. Not knowing how to respond back, 
Origami forced a smile as a reply. 


“Muu, can I come in now?” 
う 


Then, at that moment, the next consultant walked in through the door that Tama-chan 
had closed. 


(15 うう 


Looking at that figure, Origami was rendered speechless for a moment. 
But that wasn’t too unexpected. After all, what appeared there were beautiful long hair 
the color of the night and pair of pristine crystal-like eyes. It was sort of non-existent 


beautiful girl that would be told often in a fable. 


“Ara, do you need consulting as well Tohka-chan?” 


As Mai called out her name, the girl——a classmate of Origami, Yatogami Tohka, nodded 
as she sat down on the chair. Indeed, she was the girl sitting on the seat from the right 
from Shidou. Her face resembled that of a Spirit seen on the battlefield when Origami 
was still part of the AST——well, even though they looked similar, it wasn’t as if a Spirit 
would be going to school. 


“I heard that I could get proper advice here. Uhh...... 
“Ah, my name is Tobiichi. Tobiichi Origami.” 


“Muu, that’s right. Please give me lots of advice, Tobiichi Origami.” 
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The girl was speaking in a slightly old-fashioned manner. However, such an unusual tone 
of voice combined with her cute appearance only served to further highlight her unique 
charm point. 

“So, what kind of consultation do you need? Is it about Itsuka-kun?” 

“Huh—?” 

Hearing what Mii had just said, it was Origami, not Tohka, who let out a cry of disbelief. 
There was no way she had ever expected Shidou’s name to be mentioned at a time like 
this. 

“Nu, 1s something wrong?” 


“Ah, no.....compare to that, what is wrong with Itsuka-kun?” 


“Umu...... actually, since yesterday, Shidou has been acting strange. Is there any way to 
cheer him up?” 


As Tohka spoke, her eyebrows began to tense with unease. 


Origami placed her hand against her chin. Although it was easy to categorize his 
behavior as strange, detailed countermeasures could not be given unless the reason is 
uncovered. 


However, Origami noticed another point. 


Compared to the issue of Tohka seeking help—she was more concerned about the 
relationship between Shidou and this girl. 


In order to rid herself of these distracting thoughts, Origami furiously shook her head 
back and forth. No matter what relationship this girl had with Shidou, it should be 
irrelevant to Origami. Although Origami had received an invitation to a date from 
Shidou, the other party had not said that he would like to establish a relationship with 
her. Moreover, Origami had originally thought that the invitation to a date was to merely 
discuss something urgent. 


Therefore, this had nothing to do with herself——even if this girl was Shidou’s lover. 
“Muu...... are you okay?” 


Seeing that Origami was remaining silent, Tohka gave a worried look. Origami swayed 
her hand in a hurry as she let out a couple of coughs to calm herself down. 
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Anyway, what Origami needed to do now was sprinkle some words that would put this 
girl at ease. Once again, she turned to face Tohka. 


Even the omnipotent creator must have taken a great deal of care in modeling her form. 
With her adorable looks, even someone of the same sex like Origami would be 
momentarily stunned. For a boy of their age, just looking at her would cause his chest to 
scorch. 

Therefore, Origami nodded with confidence. 


—Believing in her, saying these gentle words must surely be the best way. 


With such an answer emerging from her mind, Origami uttered those words. 


Then, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio twisted their necks in an “Un?” sound as they gave 
incredulous looks towards Origami. 


Seeing them look at her like that, Origami slightly slanted her head...... did she say 
something strange just now? 


“Really? Doing that will cheer up Shidou!?” 
“Yes, of course. Please believe in yourself.” 


“I understand! Thanks!” 
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As Tohka spoke cheerfully, she abruptly unfastened the buttons on her blazer, pulling the 
back collar to cover her head like a hood in order to assume to the appearance of an 
ultra-monster. 

“Well, Pm off!” 

While dressed like that, Tohka prattled out of the room. 

While watching her leave from behind, Origami muttered. 

の What was with that last look?” 


Hearing what Origami muttered, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio displayed a horrified expression. 
However, Origami couldn’t understand why they looked so surprised. ...... Was this style 
of dress widespread in this school? 


As Origami failed to understand the issue with this topic, the door opened as two girls 
came in at the same time as the next consultants. 


“Ho? Is this the rumored transfer student master?” 
“Request. Please give me lots of advice.” 


The two of them spoke in an even more distinctive tone than Tohka by sneaking in some 
strange stylish poses while speaking. 


As twins, the two girls standing on both sides were virtually identical in body size, only 
being distinguished by their different facial expressions and hairstyle. 


“Eh.....what are your names?” 


“Fu, hear well. I am Yamai Kaguya, the child of the hurricane who mows down all of 
creation.” 


“Greetings. I am Yamai Yuzuru. Like Kaguya, we belong in classroom 203.” 


Origami nodded upon hearing Yuzuru’s explanation. No doubt that it wouldn’t be 
difficult to remember their names. As expected, twins with this much explosive 
personality would be impossible to forget after being seen just once, even if they were 
from a different class. 


However, it was also horrifying in another sense. As far as Origami was concerned, this 
turmoil which had been isolated in classroom 204 had begun spreading to other 
classrooms due to Ai’s machinations. 
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Having not been able to eat lunch today, Origami let out a small groan. 


“What needs to be done? Hearing that you bestow prestigious divinations, I have come 
all this way. I inquire a hasty fortune told for us.” 


Kaguya spoke while urging her to hurry. Listening to this, Origami widened her eyes as 
she let out an “Eh?” sound. 


“Divination...... you mean fortune telling? I...... can’t do anything like that.” 


“What? How strange. Certainly, I heard of a light illuminating the way for the darkness 
of modern times.” 


“Legend. Written with unfailing accuracy, Origami-sensei’s spiritual station.” 
“I-I don’t understand this at all! What is with this inexplicable propaganda!?” 


Origami raised an unbearable cry. The story that she did not know was growing even 
more out of hand. 


“Fu, that’s fine. So then what has been prepared here?” 
““Ah—there is the veteran Tobiichi-san’s love consultation room.” 


Ai replied back upon hearing Kaguya’s question. Listening to this, the tip of Kaguya’s 
ears began to twitch. 


“Love...... hmm, I see. To think that the vulgar masses have flocked here together, I 
thought it was something else. How uninteresting. Let’s head back, Yuzuru.” 


After saying that, Kaguya snorted from her nose as she stepped back. 
But at that moment, Yuzuru suddenly grabbed her arm to stop her. 
“W-what are you doing!?” 


“Restraint. Compared to that, she said it was love consultation.” 


“Consultation. Indeed, there is someone Kaguya is interested in but she can’t be honest 
about it. Is there any way solve this?” 


“W-wait, what are you talking about Yuzuru!?” 
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Hearing what Yuzuru had said, Kaguya raised a cry as her face turned bright red. 
Compared to the pretentious tone she had before, Kaguya was now talking like an 
ordinary girl. 

“Request. Please give an answer soon.” 


“Wait...... I said that I don’t need that!” 


Seeing the two of them beginning to shout and press against each other, Origami let out a 
wry smile before raising her voice. 


“Well...... then, right now is it alright for Yuzuru-san to speak in proxy for Kaguya- 


“W-what are you saying! If you entrust this matter to Yuzuru, it’s guaranteed that she’ Il 
saying something unreasonable !” 





“Question. To be specific, what should I say?” 


“Eh? That’s......well, have you noticed anyone that Kaguya paying particular attention 


After Origami finished speaking, Kaguya’s face turned completely red. Her hands and 
feet were jittering as if she were attempting to grab Origami. 


However, Kaguya was completely restrained by Yuzuru. Yuzuru turned her line of sight 
as she stared at Origami with a serious expression 


“Disappointment. It’s too mild.” 
Then, with her eyes half-open, Yuzuru replied back. 
“Huh?” 


“Request. I don’t want such an obvious reply. Please grant a reply that is more vivid, 
viscous, and with enough sensuality and temptation that is intolerable to listen to.” 


“E-even if you say that...... 
“Denial. No, you can achieve this. Although, I am unsure why, I am certain of this.” 
“How can I...... 
“Combustion. Why give up here? It can be even more heated.” 
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“W-well then...... I like you...... something like that?” 

“Request. Please try once more again.” 

Op Please make a mess of me.....like that?” 

Origami’s cheeks gradually grew redder as she muttered. However, Yuzuru was still not 
satisfied. She continued to urge Origami to try again. Incidentally, Yuzuru was covering 
Kaguya’s mouth, as the latter was constantly struggling to speak in between “Hmm!—— 
Hmm—!” sounds. 

By now, it was clear that a halfway response would no longer work. After thinking for a 


while, Origami brought her mouth to Yuzuru’s ear and quietly whispered some specific 
content. 


Yuzuru’s eyes widened as she threw aside the restrained Kaguya and kneeled down on 
the spot. 


“Reverence. You are the person that Yuzuru was expecting after all. 一 一 Master Origami, 
may I call you that?” 


Origami replied back with a sweaty face. Satisfied with the content, Yuzuru once again 
grabbed Kaguya by the hand before walking away. 


“Walking. Let us precede, Kaguya. If you say this to a man, the other party will fall in 
love at first sight.” 


“What!? What did she say, hey!?” 
“Secret. Look forward to a good performance.” 
“Nooo00000!?” 


Yuzuru left the room while dragging away Kaguya, who was still desperately resisting. 
Silence then ran through the room for a couple of seconds. 


“How can I say this...... those twins certainly came in like a storm.” 
As Ai leaked out her voice, Mai, Mii and Origami all were in agreement. 


Afterwards, from there. 
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In the direction of the corridor, the sound of intense footsteps echoed. The next moment, 
the door to the room was vigorously slammed open. 


Then, a single female student entered while gasping for air. 


Seeing her figure, Origami was instantly stunned by a look of horror. It was the same girl 
that she had consulted just a while ago, Tohka.....however, for some reason leaves and 
branches were stuck in her hair and her entire body was dirty with dust. 


“What’s going on? I did as you said and the outcome was Shidou looking at me with an 
even more concerned face!?” 


“Eh.....ehh!?” 


Hearing this, Origami couldn’t help up raise her voice unexpectedly. However, rather 
than responding to Tohka’s words, it would be better to say that it was caused by Tohka’s 
current appearance. 


“What happened, that appearance.” 

“What are you saying! You were to one that told me “——Surely Itsuka-kun is being 
corrupted by an evil spirit. It will be dangerous to leave it alone. It’s necessary to 
exorcise immediately. While wearing your blazer over your head, imitate Jamila by 
repeatedly jumping horizontally in front of him at high speed and then dive out the 
classroom window.” 


“T absolutely couldn’t have said such a thing!” 


As Origami yelled, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio let out a surprised “Eh?” as they casted a 
suspicious look onto her. 


However, not caring about the reaction from the trio, Tohka shook her head as she 
continued to speak. 


“Anyway! Please tell me a proper way to cheer up Shidou. What can I do to make 
Shidou happier!?” 


“I-I understand. It’s a bit bold, but...... ” 
Origami cleared her throat as an idea was sorted into her mind. 
She remembered having seen it on the internet before. Humans feel a sense of security 


when hugged due to the brain secreting a hormone that stabilizes the mind. This method 
must surely be true. Besides, especially if it was from a beautiful girl like Tohka. 
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However, here it was still school, and both her and Shido were still students. This sort of 
advice that encourages impure fraternization with the opposite sex should be avoided. 
Although the effect may be diminished, it should be better to use a more mild method. 
ーーHolding his hand and telling him that everything will be alright. 

Having decided on that answer in her mind, Origami opened her mouth. 

“The expression of his fear has intensified...... that is evidence that the evil spirit 


possessing him is suffering. Still one step away. This time stop around him and sing 
Jigsaw’s Sky High up to the school rooftop and then jump into the pool.” 


Once again, Origami displayed a gentle smile as she said this. 


Once again, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio let out a startled cry. 
“This time it’s true!? Doing this will cheer up Shidou!?” 
“Yes! There’s no mistake this time!” 

“T understand! I am heading out now!” 


Tohka gave an affirmative nod, scattering the small branches and leaves around as she 
left the room. 


““H-hey—Tobiichi-san?” 

Mai asked with sweat dripping down her face. 

“Yes, what is the matter?” 

“Why did you give that advice to Tohka-chan, why did you say that?” 


Origami diverted her eyes slightly upon hearing Mai’s question. Again...... was it not 
good to hold hands? 


“Sure enough, was that too much stimulation?” 

“Stimulation...... that might be too strong of a word for that.” 
“Un. Yeah, I mean it’s almost January.” 

“As expected it would be painful to do in such a cold season ...... 
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As the trio all expressed awkward facial expression, Origami slightly tilted her head. It 
seemed that their stories were not in syne with each other. 


“Eh? Wouldn’t be even more effective because it is cold now?” 

Hearing what Origami had said, the trio shared a collective shudder. Origami, not 
knowing why those three look so terrified, slightly raised her brow in confusion. 
Then, the door opened once again. It seemed that the next consultant had entered. 
“Ah, please. Welcome—” 


Ai, who had just noticed the person’s attire, suddenly stopped speaking. 


However, that was unavoidable. As for the reason, the person was a long-haired man that 
had covered his entire face with a mask and sunglasses. 


His height was more than 180 cm. Although he was wearing a Raizen High School 
uniform, it was obviously not his size. He didn’t seem to be a senior high school student 
either. 

“T-then ...... did you come here for...... consulting?” 

“Yes. I couldn’t stand still after hearing there was a consulting room from SNS.” 

“Are you...... a student here?” 

“Hahaha, of course isn’t that obvious. Please look at this uniform.” 


Snap. Just as the man was talking, the shoulder part of his uniform broke apart. 


“Opps. To think that Fraxinus only has a disguise in this size——no, it’s because of my 
sudden growth development.” 


“Disguise!? You just said that uniform was a disguise!?” 


Despite Mai’s scream of protest, the man ignored the complaint as he firmly planted his 
rear onto the seat adjacent from Origami. 


Despite being obviously suspicious, the person was still a consultee that shouldn’t be 
ignored. It would be awful to casually dismiss him. So, Origami decided to listen to his 
story first. 


“Then...... can you first tell me your name?” 


As Origami asked, the man thought for a while before pressing his hand on the table. 
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“Yes. Actually, the commander does not recently give me my “reward” as much as in the 
past. What should I do?” 


“Commander...... a 
“Yes. Ah, please rest assured. Although she is the commander, she is also a girl in junior 


high school. Of course, this isn’t the particular fetish of a middle age man who is pleased 
to receive a good rebuking. Ah, but she already has a boy in drag within her strike zone.” 


It was suspicion of 100% purity. 

“So....this ‘reward’ is...... a 

“Yes, in the past, whenever I’d overstep my bounds or make the commander angry I 
would be kicked in the ass or pricked in the eyes with a Chupa Chups stick. But recently, 
I don’t know if I gone accustomed to it, but my reaction has grown dull.” 


“Eh.....well, there are certainly places to worry about, but what exactly is this reward?” 


“Ah, how rude of me. How would they call it in school? ‘Pleasure’? ‘The gift from the 
Saints’? Or should it be called ‘something nice’?” 


It was suspicion of the gold prize Monde Selection level. 


One the opposite side, a question of unknown meaning was quickly approaching her. 
With sweat dripping down her face, Origami forced a smile. 


“Y-yes...... because I don’t know this commander so I can’t say anything specific, but 
could it be that she hasn’t continued because she also feels dissatisfied?” 


As Origami finished speaking, the man crossed his arms together in wonder. 
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“So there’s no choice but to overcome the royal road as well...... but a novel approach, I 
may have to look into it.” 


“Eh, a-alright...... se 
Brimming with vigor, the man pressed his head downward in appreciation. 


“Thank you very much. 一 一 Then, I’ll begin now. October Kyohei's commander 
imitation series!” 


After saying that, the man took out a black ribbon from the pocket of his uniform and 
quickly tied his long hair into twintails. Then, he moved his chest backwards and crossed 
his legs while casting furious look. Finishing it off, he took out a candy stick and placed 
it in his mouth. 


“What did say——why can’t you do that——? Are you an idiot? Do you want to die?” 


With a falsely shrill voice, he spewed out words of filled with malice. 


“How was that!? Was that angry enough!?” 
Since she didn’t know who this commander was, it was impossible to tell if this was 
similar or not. But pretending to understand might make the other party angry. Not 
knowing how to respond, Origami scratched her cheek. 
“Y-yes......seeing it in person, it probably looks quite angry...... 


“Really! Then!” 


At the same time, the man stood up excitedly from the chair, revealing a heart shaped 
underwear print from the gap in his broken pants. 


“No need to worry! Please!” 

“H-huh!?” 

As Origami was confused, the man raised his ass and drew it closer. 
“Hands, feet, whatever weapon you want to use!” 

“T-that...... NOs ý 

“Come! Come!” 


Then, the man was breathing wildly as he pressed his ass towards Origami.” 
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Here! This is the room!” 





An unexpected voice came from the corridor. 


The next moment, two strong PE teachers broke into the room, looking at the figure of 
October Kyohei breathing heavily. 


“Have I already been discovered? Unfortunately, I’m not interested in you. Come back 
after becoming a beautiful girl with a B cup or less!” 


“So you’re the suspicious man. What the hell are you doing!?” 

“Huh...... ? Hubh...... 1?” 

As Origami was left completely dumbfounded, October Kyohei raised two of his fingers. 
“Well, unfortunately it seems to end here. Adios amigo, see you again!” 


As October Kyohei said that, he jumped out the window of the room with a magnificent 
pose. 


The next moment, the sounds of a collision intermingled with an ecstatic “ahhhhhhh!’ 
scream. 


“W-who was that...... か 
“Hurry! He's down below!” 
After letting out a shudder, the PE teachers ran out of the room to chase after that man. 
Left alone in the room, Origami and the Ai, Mai, Mii trio looked at each other before 
laughing. 

“W-what was that...... just now...... 


“W-who knows ...... 2 


Sure enough, he wasn’t a student here......but then, who the hell was he? The mystery 
continued to deepen. 


However, such brevity couldn’t last forever. Soon afterwards, violent footsteps echoed 
from the corridor. For some reason, it was accompanied by pitter patter sounds as if the 
person was drenched. 


cc 





‘What on earth is going on!” 
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With a tremendously angry voice, Tohka entered the room, marking her third entry as a 
consultee today. Despite no longer having twigs or dirt in her hair, her entire body was 
soaking wet as if she had dived into the pool during the cold season. 

“W-what's wrong? Why are you drenched?” 

“You re the one who told me to do this!” 


“Ehh!?” 


Origami’s eyes widened in horror. If this was because of her telling to hold Shidou’s 
hand. Then the liquid covering Tohka’s body would be...... 


As Origami was considering such thoughts, Tohka shook her entire body just like dog 
trying to dry off. With water droplets flying everywhere, Origami let out a “Kya!” 


scream while trying to avoid the unidentified liquid. However, for some reason, it 
seemed that her feet seemed to be automatically moving closer to take in that liquid. 


“Anyway! It was useless! Rather, Shidou’s face began to stiffen!” 
“Y-yes, if that’s the case...... then...... の 
Just as Origami was about to speak, Tohka stretched her hand out to stop her. 


“Wait. I think that it’ll become even more confusing this way, so I’ve brought him here 
directly!” 


“Eh?” 

“Come in, Shidou!” 

As Tohka spoke, Itsuka Shidou, with a sweaty look, slowly walked in. 
ere Excuse me.” 

“T-Itsuka-kun!” 

“Oh, Origami—no, Tobiichi-san.” 


Shidou slowly raised his hand to greet hello. For some reason, only from that, Origami’s 
heart was pulsating violently. 


“Now, Tobiichi Origami! This time give me a good idea!” 


“Well, uhh ...... j 
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Tohka spoke while casting a sharp gaze to Origami. Faced against that excessively 
imposing attitude, Origami felt her body bend backwards in response. 


Looking carefully behind Tohka, Shidou was scratching his cheek with a troubled look 
on his face. He must have been grateful for Tohka’s attempt to cheer him up but doesn’t 


want to make a scene here. 


ie If that is the case, it would be better to communicate directly to Shidou rather than 
involve Tohka. 


As Origami made this judgement, she stood up from her chair and walked to Shidou’s 
direction. 


oe Sorry to bother you, but can I talk to you for a bit?” 
“Eh? Ah, alright.” 


As Origami spoke, Shidou nodded in confirmation. Then Origami turned her attention 
back to Tohka. 


“Then, can you please wait here for a moment. We’ll be back soon.” 
“Mun...... ? Is that okay?” 

“Yes. Certainly.” 

As Origami spoke, Tohka stared at eyes for a while before nodding back. 
“I understand. Ill entrust Shidou to you, Tobiichi Origami.” 

“Leave it to me.....then come over here Itsuka-kun.” 


Origami took Shidou out to the hallway. 


や 


の et Shidou was left baffled. 


The reason was simple. Just as lunch break had begun, Origami was appointed manager 
of the love consultation room by the Ai, Mai, and Mii trio. 


No, it would be fine if that was all. Tohka and the Yamai sisters from the neighboring 
classroom also showed great interest in this. 
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However, the problem lied in the responses of the consultees after leaving the room. 
For some unknown reason, Tonomachi pointed at him and yelled “Hands of my little 
sister!” (As far Shidou knows he doesn’t even have a younger sister). Then, Tama-chan 
sensei, while panting heavily, said to him “Itsuka-kun, about what we talked about last 
April. Yes, the conversation about the seal of blood and inheriting the family business. 
Let’s take it more slowly!” And then, Yuzuru came dragging Kaguya along while 
uttering some very licentious words. 


But the most bizarre was with Tohka. Coming out of the consultation room (with her 
uniform over her head), she suddenly did repeated high speed horizontal jumps right in 
front of him before jumping out the classroom window as if she had a cordless bungee. 
Afterwards, she ran back to confirm his response before running back to the consultation 
room once again. Then, she ran out circling around him while singing an unclear song 
before dashing to the roof and jumping into the pool during the chilly season. 

At the same time, while heading for here, he saw a tall man wearing a tight uniform 
running across the school yard. The faint silhouette seemed familiar, but Shidou didn’t 
pay too much heed to it. 


Anyway, as expected, this was beyond normal. Shidou began to suspect that there were 
illegal drugs in the consultation room. 


pare Could it be that.” 
While walking alongside the long-haired Origami, Shidou let out a small mutter. 


For a moment, it seemed that the memories of the old world were still in this 
Origami...... the idea drifted into his mind. 


“Ttsuka-kun?” 
Hearing Origami’s voice, Shidou quickly raised his face up. 
“A-abh...... sorry. What’s the matter?” 


“How about this neighboring classroom? In this room, people won’t be able to hear our 
conversation unless we speak to loud.” 


After that, Origami pointed to an empty classroom different from the previous 
consultation room. After Shidou gave a short nod, both of them entered the room 
together. 


“That...... anyway, I’m sorry for getting you involved in such a confusing matter.” 


While saying that, Origami pulled her head down and undid the button on her blazar. 
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“Ah, no. I was watching it while not quite understanding, but it still looked quite tough, 
Tobiichi-san.” 


“No, not at all.” 

Origami let out a wry smile as she pulled her arm towards the sleeve of her blazar. 
“More than that, it’s about Yatogami-san.” 

“That was...... hey, what’s going on?” 


While being questioned by Shidou, Origami continued to remove the buttons on her 
blouse. 


“Yes. Apparently Yatogami-san wanted to cheer Itsuka-kun up...... 
“For me?” 

After being told this, Shidou thought back for a moment. 
Certainly, due to the special circumstances from a few days ago, his energy had been 


completely exhausted. Although he had tried to cover it up, it seemed that Tohka had 
seen though him. 


“Sorry, but I know it’s not good to make such a request.....but could you show a more 
cheerful expression to Yatogami-san?” 


After untying all of her buttons, Origami placed her hand on one side of her skirt and 
pulled down the zipper. 


“Ah, that’s...... wait, hey!?” 
At that moment, Shidou finally let out a burst of shock. 


Because it seemed too natural, Shidou had completely ignored the fact Origami had 
begun taking off her clothes while they were talking. 


After having been finally pointed out, Origami’s eyes widened in terror as she looked at 
herself. 


cc 





Kiyaaaaaaaaaaaah!?” 
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With a scream resembling silk being torn apart, it seemed that she didn’t even recognize 
that she had taken off her own clothes. 


“W-why...... is it like this...... ! Itsuka-kun...... ae 

“No, no, I didn’t do anything!?” 

Origami’s face flushed red as she tried to cover her skin with her open blouse. 
Embarrassed, Shidou didn’t know where to look as he turned his head. 


However, the disaster did not end here. Having been invited by Origami’s scream, the 
sounds of several footsteps where heard coming from outside. 


“Not good...... の 
Shidou hurried to try and close the door. But—too late. 
“What’s wrong, Shidou—!” 


A moment faster than Shidou’s reaction time, Tohka had opened the door. Following 
Tohka from behind, the Ai, Mai, Mii trio also approached the room. 


“What—” 
“What’s the matter—” 
“What did Itsuka-kun do—” 


And then, while witnessing a sight in the room that only severed to develop a 
misunderstanding, Tohka and the trio stood petrified. 


“N-no, this is——!” 

“What are you doing Shidou——?!” 

“Kiya! Kiyaaaaaa! Itsuka-kun has become a criminal!” 

“Did you try to imitate something you saw in TV ahhhh—!” 


“Ttsuka-kun, I always knew you would do this one day!” 


Shidou’s pleas for defense were drowned out by the cries of four people. 


る 
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“W-what on earth happened...... today?” 


That night, having returned back home, Origami recalled back the events transpiring this 
afternoon while holding onto a sofa cushion. 


Well, although a lot of strange things did transpire, the most extreme case would 
probably be what happened in the vacant classroom. 


Without any recognition at all, she had taken off her own clothes unnoticed. At the time 
she raised an unexpected cry, it was self-evident that Shidou had not laid a single finger 
onto her. Of course, the story would be different if Shidou could hypnotize someone 
through only eye contact, but she couldn’t imagine such a thing being done by someone 
who wasn’t a Wizard. 


Origami had taken it off herself. It was as if there was another person controlling her 
body without permission. 


But why? Even though her half-naked state was seen by Itsuka-kun, there wasn’t the 
slightest hint of dislike. 


“What happened, I......” 
Origami let out a deep sigh. 
“Could it be that I really feel to Itsuka-kun...... の 


At that moment, the sound of her phone receiving a text message snapped her out of her 
daydream-like daze. 


Moreover, after confirming, the name of the sender was Itsuka Shidou. 
“T-Itsuka-kun...... RS 


The content written on the text message included an apology for today’s events and 
inquiry if tomorrow’s date would be canceled. 


Origami stood up in alarm. This afternoon, Shidou had done nothing wrong. To cancel 
tomorrow's date; Origami had not even considered it. 


“I-I have to reply back......! 


Title: No problem at all 
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Text: I don’t mind at all, so don’t worry about it Itsuka-kun. I am looking forward to 
tomorrow. But if you really care about it, you should take responsibility. Specifically, I 
want the family last name. The documents will be prepared here, so you only need to 
bring the stamp— 


“W-why!? My fingers! My fingers are moving on their own!?” 

It took about an hour to take back control of her disobedient fingers. 

To be accurate, even though her fingers calmed down within an hour, she had to place 
even more effort to not overdo it too much. It took an additional two hours to think up 


proper words that laid in-between excessive zeal and indifferent expectations. And so, 
the complete reply was sent to Shidou three hours later. 
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Reine Holiday 


One morning, Murasame Reine was walking alone in the city. 


With long hair tied together in a casual manner, she was a woman that looked to be in 
her twenties with long, slender limbs and ideal proportions. Despite her dignified 
appearance......at first impression, most people would be worried about her pale white 
skin and the dark circles surrounding her eyes. 


In fact, the unsteady staggering sound of her walking towards the end of the street more 
resembled a patient who just escaped from a nursing home, or a vampire that mistook the 
time to wake up. 


But rather than wearing patient clothes or a night gown, she was wearing a light sweater 
outside of a grey lab coat. As she was walking, her bear plushy with a sewing mark scar 
was lightly swinging in her pocket in rhythm to her movements. 


Yes, today she didn’t have to carry out her work as <Ratatoskr>’s analysis officer, nor 
did she had to invoke any labor for her role as a physics teacher in Raizen High School. 
It was the first day off after a long period of absences of breaks. 


“Well, where should I go?... ...” 
After whispering quietly, Reine slowly looked back around. 


On this day off, various noises intermingled with each other on the street. The engine 
sounds and horns of cars leaving and entering. There were the voices of children, who 
were running around carelessly as a mother was warning them to excise more caution. 
Opposite to that side, there was the clatter of a couple arguing, despite it still being early 
in the morning. The voices from a nearby streetcar was resonating the recent political 
news. The monitor on the building broadcasted news that the princess of Nantoka would 
be coming to Japan. 


Despite having said that, Reine had no connection with the conversations that provided 
the source of the noise. The reason why she entered into the city was not just to go out 
and play, or enjoy a luxurious lunch. Instead, it was because she needed to buy the 
essential necessities that were still missing. 


“Ah, having said that, shampoo is beginning running out...... and it’s about time to 
change the toothbrush.” 


After Reine sorted out what was needed, she nodded a little before continuing to walk 
down the road. 


— At that moment. 
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cc 


ee Hey! You there! Can I take a bit of your time?” 

A shrill voice echoed from behind. 

However, Reine did not notice the voice and continued walking. 

“Wait a minute. This matter can’t be ignored.” 

As Reine had only gone past a few more steps, the shadow behind her tried to go around 
and obstruct her path. It was a large man that couldn’t have possibly been imaged from 
the tone of his voice. With a short trim haircut and a gaudy suit, he was characterized by 
his sudden action of twisting his waist. 

At last, Reine realized that she was being called out. 

“Eh, are you referring to me?” 


“Who else is there?” 


Then, so on, the man shrugged his shoulders as he tried to stand up, making a “no, no” 
sound in the process. It was a cute movement for someone of his physique. 


Barre What is it?” 


As if responding Reine’s question, the man tilted his head and inclined his hand under 
his chin. Then, he closely examined Reine’s body as they looked at each other. 


ーーAfter a few seconds...... 
“Oh! Great! This is really great!” 
Then, the man pulled out a business card from his pocket. 


Although it was written with too many decorative letters, it read “Alto Production, 
Kong6ji Kaoru". 


“I am the person written here...... are you willing to try out something like modeling?” 


Once again, Reine slightly tilted her head. 
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While walking down the street, Itsuka Shidou suddenly stopped his pace. 
The reason was simple. Within his field of vision, there was a familiar girl. 


With a petite body frame and hair tied with a black ribbon, it was his sister: Itsuka 
Kotori. 


For some reason, Kotori was hiding behind a wall while observing the street. Her 
appearance looked like a private detective sent to investigate an affair, or it remind him 
of the behavior of a stalker. 

“What is that girl doing?” 

Curious at what Kotori was doing, Shidou slowly approached her from behind. 

“Hey, Kotori.” 


“Kyaa meow!?” 


As Shidou placed his hand on Kotori’s shoulder, her body suddenly jerked as she let out 
a cat-like cry. 


“Na...... Shi, Shidou? What are you doing here?” 
“No, that’s my line. What are you doing over here?” 


As Shidou said that, Kotori sharpened her gaze and hurriedly grabbed him by the collar, 
pulling him into the shadow of the wall. 


"Well, what’s going on Kotori?" 
"Hush ok, be a little quieter." 
While talking, Kotori once again turned her attention to the street. 


Looking on with a suspicious face, Shidou imitated Kotori’s actions of observing the 
street. 


Immediately, he saw a familiar figure——<Ratatoskr>’s analytic officer and Kotori’s best 
friend, Murasame Reine. 


“Reine-san...... vidas 


Then Shidou noticed that opposite to Reine, there was a large man standing up from the 
ground after twisting his waist. It looked like they were talking about something. 
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Listening carefully while filtering out the noise from the nearby crowds, he could faintly 
make out what the two people were saying. 


“No, I have no interest in being a model and the like...... 
“Oh no! Please don’t say that! Actually today, the child responsible for the work today 
has the flu, so there is a vacancy in the photo shooting. Please, please consider helping 


me!” 


Apparently, he seemed to be a scout seeking Reine as a model! Shidou stared at the 
scene with wide surprise. 


“Eh, Reine-san would make an amazing model. After all, she is so beautiful. 

Baste What are you talking about!?” 

After hearing what Shidou had said, Kotori gave off a slightly irritated expression. 
"Wh, what?" 


“Reine definitely has great beauty and style, so it isn’t surprising that she would be 
found out by a scout...... but do you think that person is a real scout?” 


“Wh, what does this mean?” 


In response to Shidou’s question, Kotori kept making a serious facial expression before 
continuing. 


ae Isn’t this acommon case? Using words of deception like ‘do you want to become 
a Model?’, and saying that you'll get to meet celebrities by doing this. To sing praises, 
the kind of thing resembling a scam photography session.” 


Indeed, this kind of fraud is often heard. So the man in front of Reine that claimed to be 
a scout was now full of suspicion. 


“No, if it’s only to that extent, it might be okay. If the person leads with words, he could 
ask her to wear risqué underwear in the guise of costume filming, or even ask if they 
could take something else off for a moment. It is said that they are told to put out a 
mosaic for any video work containing people under the age of 18!” 


“Oi, calm down, Kotori......! 


Seeing Kotori throwing a passionate rant, Shidou had to restrain her shoulders to calm 
her down. Kotori took a deep breath before returning her eyes at Reine’s direction. 
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“... Anyway, I’m still worried that sort of scoundrel being able to deceive Reine. Look, 
Reine always has that dazed look that would make her the ideal target for this type of 
liar.” 


Although there was the feeling that what Kotori was saying was a bit excessive, there 
seemed to be a genuine hint of worry in her voice. 


Then, while Shidou and Kotori were talking, it seemed that the conversation between 
Reine and the scout was also progressing. 


“Please! Really! You just have to stand up and wear western style clothes for a bit!” 
After a minute of consideration, Reine revealed a helpless expression and agreed. 

"Well, if that's the case." 

Although it seemed that Reine gave a weak response, she was simply too good hearted to 
refuse someone who said that they were in trouble...... Shidou began to understand 


where Kotori’s worry was coming from. 


“Really!? Thank you very much. Ill remember this big favor. Then we should go 
immediately, over here please—’” 


After saying that, Reine and the scout departed together from the street. 
“Hey, the two of them just left. Is this okay?” 


“Of course this isn’t good—Reine is <Ratatoskr>’s analytical officer and my close 
friend. I need to investigate this to see if it’s actually legitimate work......! 


“But how, we can’t follow them after they enter the building, right?” 
In response to Shidou’s words, Kotori snorted out a grunt. 
"——Who do you think I am!?" 


As Kotori finished speaking, she pulled Shidou’s hand and walked towards the back of 
an alley free of bystanders. 


"——Ne, how are you going to do this?" 


A few minutes later, Shidou and Kotori were at Kotori’s office in the aerial warship 
<Fraxinus>, which was floating 15,000 meters above Tenguu City. 
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Yes, Kotori had pulled Shidou to a place where nobody was there, and then used the 
transporter device to teleport them to <Fraxinus>. 


“We already sent the autonomous camera to where Reine is at. It can monitor you not 
matter where you are, and there’s even the latest small style stun gun installed to subdue 
the opposing side in the event that something happens. Well, because the electricity 
consumption is high, it’s not suitable for usual duties.” 


“Ah, that’s really powerful... ... 


Shidou forced a smile as a glimmer of sweat fell down his face. Even though he knew 
that Kotori was concerned about Reine, he didn’t think that go this far. 


“Well then, I’ll connect the camera to the monitor then. Shidou go sit over there.” 


Then, Kotori began to operate from the terminal on the table. A few seconds later, the 
screen began to display the images being recorded by autonomous camera. 


— The appearance of a semi-naked Reine that was only wearing panties and a bra. 
“Pfff...1?” 
“What...... i 


At the unexpected sight, Shidou could not help but cough uncontrollably. Kotori’s 
shivering face flushed with a blood red color. 


“Really, so that’s the case huh, ahhhhhh! That shifty bastard, P’I use the stun gun until 
he starts croaking like the slimy frog he is......! 


“Oi, calm down Kotori. Look closely, there’s only Reine in the room, and the clothes are 
hanging nearby. This must be the locker room!” 


“What...... l 
As Shidou was shouting, Kotori re-opened her eyes as she regained her calmness. 


“Well, that’s right...... for a model the changing room is to be expected. I was a little 
impatient. Even if fooled, Reine took off her clothes way to quickly...... Š 


“Well, well, no matter how much you say it, it still would be like that......” 
Both Kotori and Shidou were unable to smile. 

“Ah, so why is it so natural for you to look, Shidooooou! ” 

“That's too unreasonable!?” 
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Kotori delivered a corkscrew punch that accurately landed right on his face, causing 
Shidou to promptly fall flat on the ground. 


“You, what are you doing, Kotori... ... 
“Sleep a little and keep your eyes shut!” 


While screaming, Kotori covered both of Shidou’s eyes with her hands. In order to avoid 
getting beaten again, Shidou choose to remain quiet for the time being. 


After a few minutes later, Kotori let go of her hands. 


“The changing clothes period seems to be over now.” 


Shidou blinked several times so that his eyes could adjust to lighting again before 
returning his attention to the screen. 


On the screen, Reine was wearing an elegant dress. Taken back for a moment, it was 
completely different from the usual military uniform or white lab coat. 


Reine used the mirror to confirm her appearance for a bit before stepping out of the 
locker room. Outside, the man, whose name seemed to be Kong6ji Kaoru, gave out a 
“wow” voice. 


“Sure enough, my eyes did not deceive me! Wonderful! Good luck Reine-chan!” 
eda Kong6ji-san, what is the right to wear these accessories, ah.” 

“Hey there, I don’t like being called that name. Please call me Kaoru-chan.” 
rere Kaoru-chan.” 


Even after finishing hair and makeup, the dark rings surrounding her eyes did not 
disappear. Regardless, Reine’s photographing session began anyway. 


At the shooting site, there were several other people than just Kong6ji, or rather Kaoru- 
chan. Photographers and their assistances, makeup artists to stylists, and so on. Looking 
from the distance, there was also a male producer expressing a difficult face while 
holding a cell phone in his hand for some reason. Listening to the sound picked up by the 
high sensitivity microphone mounted on the autonomous camera, it seemed that another 
scene artist apparently could not get to work due to a sudden illness. 


“Well then, let’s start taking pictures. First please sit down on this chair and pretend to be 
slightly bored.” 
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As the photographer gave out instructions for acting, they began taking photos of Reine 
from various angles. 


On set, wine glasses and tea sets, even a violin and other elegant items were provided as 
props. While making full use of them, the shooting continued. 


While watching the scene from the camera, Shidou gave out a deep breath. 
“It looks like this is a proper photograph shooting. 
“Well...... so it seems.” 


Kotori also slightly loosened her facial expression with a slight tint of relaxation as they 
agreed. 


“Even so, Reine-san is really amazing. Despite it obviously being her first time being a 
model, she still gives off such a professional look. —As a matter of fact, being both the 
analytical officer of <Fraxinus> and a physics teacher in high school takes a tremendous 
amount of effort. Teaching physics classes aren’t something that anyone can do, right?” 
After hearing Shidou say that, Kotori shrugged before responding with a smile. 
“Speaking of Reine, although I don’t know where she learned this from, but always does 
a good job for almost everything. She’s able to steer the way for lots of different roles 
onboard <Fraxinus>. Her emergency treatment skills are also perfect. Just between us, 
she’s even better at giving injections than our official medical officers.” 

“Really...... but how do I say it, it inexplicably feels convincing.” 


"Right?" 


Kotori happily raised the edges of her lips, feeling a sense of pride at hearing her friend 
being praised. 


As Kotori and Shidou were speaking, the photographer issued a new instruction. 
“Good, now try to play the violin next——ah, pretend playing of course... ... 
However— 

In a single moment, the atmosphere of the photography set completely changed. 
The reason was simple. Wonderful music started playing from the violin in Reine’s 


hands. 


The presences of the people present there began to quiet down. As she gently pulled the 
bowstring, the fingers on her left hand were moving likely a completely different person. 
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Because of the superb skills, photography scene at this time has been completely 
transformed into the venue for a concert performance. 


Probably after noticing that everyone was staring, Reine stopped playing. 
er) Do you know any songs that are even better?” 


As Reine suddenly tilted her head slightly, Shidou felt a glimmer of sweat fall down 
from his forehead. 


“Reine-san can even play the violin...... 2e 


“No, I didn’t know either. ...but even though it’s the first time listening, ah...... that’s 
Paganini’s no 24 of the 24 Caprices; it’s not a song that any amateur can play...... 


Kotori also gave a stunned expression in front screen capturing Reine’s image. Then, 
after a slight delay, the scene erupted with loud applause. 


“Wow......Bravo! " 


The producer looking-guy who was watching the photography session looked excited as 
he approached Reine. 


“Ah...that was a wonder performance. I heard that Kaoru-chan scouted someone, but to 
think it was a famous violinist!?” 


“... No, I'm just a high school teacher ..." 
“SO a music teacher! 
“No physics." 


Although Reine had answered differently than expected, the man did not seem to care. 
He continued speaking with a passionate fervor. 


“Anyway! After seeing your skills, I have a request!” 

“... A request?” 

“Ah, actually our company is also responsible for dispatching musicians to parties and 
ceremonies. As I mentioned earlier, the violinist who was scheduled today suddenly 


collapsed ill from the flu. As a result, a vacancy appeared in a very important job! " 


seats Is that so. That really is a disaster.” 
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"Oh, it's a terrible disaster. But God has not abandoned me! There is no way that we 
could have met such a wonderful violinist at such timing! I can think only of this as a 
miracle! Please, after this shoot is over, will you accept another job!? " 

The man exaggerated his appeal as if he was in an opera. 


“...But I am not a professional.” 


“No problem! I've just heard what you played, so I can vouch for your skill. Also, it’s not 
a very a Stressful gig, you just have to play a little in the hotel lounge area.” 


After he finished, the man lowered his head in plea. One by one, Kaoru-chan and the 
cameraman also lowered their heads as if to follow suit. 


Reine could not help but give a troubled look, but after a few seconds later, she just gave 
a slight sigh. 


AA Well, if that's the case." 


“! Really! Thank you so much, we are in your debt! You can keep the clothes as it is. 
Kaoru-chan, arrange for the car!” 


“Yes.” 
Kaoru-chan gave a charming response before leaving the room. 
After seeing that scene, Shidou and Kotori could not help but look at each other. 


Stands How to say this, it was one thing to suddenly become a model, but to now be a 
violinist.” 


“Tt seems like that....... i 


The two of them scratched their faces at the same time. 


After about three minutes later, Reine muttered a bit as she looked around the hotel 
longue that she was taken to. 
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The scale of the hotel was much larger than what she had heard about. Reine was 
brought to the Imperial East Temple Hotel, a super class hotel where even VIP 
dignitaries would stay. In fact, there were more foreigners than Japanese people in the 
guest longue. 


However, since she was already brought here, it couldn’t be helped. Reine walked into 
the center of the longue with a violin (a well prepared professional instrument rather than 
the prop used for the photography session) in her arms to finish the job quickly as 
possible. 


Reine gave a small curtsy before beginning to play. 
But then again, most of the people sitting here didn’t specifically come here to listen to 
her performance. Most of them just wanted to chat with others, or take a short break. 


Even as Reine began to play there was sparsely any applause. 


Music had a specific role in the longue, which is why Reine had chosen a solo violin 
sonata without an accompaniment melody. 


Quietly, but beautifully, she began to weave the melody of the song. 


However, with the passage of time, there were subtle changes within the reactions of the 
guests in the lounge. 


They had stopped reading newspapers and books, and placed ongoing conversations on 
pause as they became immersed in Reine’s performance. 


— By the end of the performance, the lounge was filled with thundering applause that 
was incomparable to what was given to the previous act. 
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The song wasn’t intended to interrupt the conversation of the guests, but it seemed that it 
stood out to much. 


However, it was useless to regret what had already happened. After finishing her work, 
Reine gave a small bow before leaving the longue area. 


“Reine-chan!” 
“That was hard work but you did a fantastic job!!” 


At the side entrance of the waiting longue, Kaoru-chan and the person in charge were 
waiting for her. In response, Reine gently nodded her head. 


tas There’s need to thank me. So with this, the work is completed?” 

“Ah, you really saved us with the big help you provided us 一 一 If possible, can you join 
our company. Ah, whether as a model or beautiful violinist, there are countless selling 
points.” 

“.....No, I'm still busy with the job I have right now—’” 

However— 

Just then, as if to interrupt Reine’s words, a women step in while clapping applause. 
Her age and stature were similar to Reine’s own. She was wearing simple but beautiful 
clothes that gave her the atmosphere of a high class noble. Behind her were several men 
wearing suits. 

“Eh, well what do you want ——ah, are you!?" 


From the women’s sudden appearance, the producer stared in amazement. 


Of course, the woman didn’t seem to notice this and instead focused her attention on 
Reine with a smile. 


“It was a good performance. Which violinist are you?” 
The women seemed to be speaking a language that wasn’t Japanese. 
“Eh? What is this......?" 


Not understanding what the woman was saying, Kaoru-chan tilted her head in confusion. 
Noticing this, the women gently elbowed a man who was standing behind her. 
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“Please, get the translator quickly” 

“Yes, yes. Please wait a moment......” 

A man step forward as he issued a weak voice that did not suit his large physique. 
“Wh... ... I , think, that song...... very good.” 


Then, while combining his words with gestures, the man ended up speaking very clumsy 
Japanese. 


It seemed that he was not that proficient in Japanese. As Reine made her assessment, she 
gazed at the woman before beginning to speak. 


“It doesn’t matter to me." 
“et Eh!” 
Hearing Reine speak in their native language, the woman could not help but be surprised. 


“How amazing, it would another matter if it was an English speaker, but this is the first 
time that I’ve met a Japanese person who could speak our native language.” 


re I can only speak on the level of a casual conversation. But you just said your 
‘native language’, are you people the Clair family from Nantoka? 


The Clair kingdom is a small country located in South Asia. The national language 
shared the same name as the country. However, because such a language is hardly used, 
few people in Japan have bothered to learn it. 

“Well, originally we got a professional translator, but he seemed to have caught the flu 
this morning. I apologize; the only person that remains is this bodyguard, who can only 
barely speak the language.” 

cree I don’t mind that.” 


While seeing Reine talk to the woman, Kaoru-chan moved his shoulders as he shook his 
head. 


“Oh no, what are you talking about? Do not leave your friends—" 
“Hey, here!” 


After seeing Kaoru-chan’s actions, the producer quickly grabbed him by the neck and 
pulled him aside. 


“Wa, what are you, ah producer.” 
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“You can’t do anything rude. Look at the TV, that lady is the third princess of the Clair 
Kingdom, Eliyalat Vayanadi-sama! 


“E-Ehhh!? 
After hearing the producer’s words, Kaoru-chan’s face could not help but turn pale in 
horror. At that time, as if noticing the same thing, Reine clapped her hands together and 


uttered a “.....Ah” sound. 


Steg Speaking of which, I heard that the princess was visiting Japan. That was rude of 


Hearing Reine’s utterance, the princess could not help but laugh. 


“Please stop, I’m not good with dealing with this kind of mood. 一 一 Besides, what about 
you?” 


otek My name is Murasame Reine. This is not my main job, but circumstances 
unknowingly became like this.” 


Reine gently raised her arms holding the violin before speaking. Then, the princess 
continued her words with great interest. 


“He-e, so that's it. Then what is your job?" 

ere High school teacher." 

“T see! A language teacher?” 

Saala No, it’s physics.” 

Even though Reine had just corrected her, the princess did not seem to care that much. 


“Fu ~un. 一 一 Ne, regardless of that, Reine, I have a request that I wonder if you can 
promise to fulfill.” 


eeu Request?” 


“Yes, would you be my interpreter just for today? As I said earlier, I was in trouble 
because my interpreter was sick.” 


“Princess!?” 


It was the SP bodyguards, and not the Reine, that were astonished at the princess’ 
immediate request. 
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“Princess, to say something so suddenly, you're allowing someone you just met to 


うう 


accompany you...... 
“Eh, there’s also nothing wrong with it.” 


“Of course there could be something wrong. There’s the possibility that she is a spy sent 
by the first princess...... 5 


“You are thinking too much about it. No matter how terrible she is, it’s impossible to 
predict who I will speak to. “ 


atte What, are you guys going against me?” 


Faced under the princess’s glare, the SP bodyguards could not help but shrink back while 
trembling. 


“——Well, that’s it. Reine, will be my translator? Eh, that’s terrific. So it’s decided then, 
decided!” 


The princess gave a blunt proposal while happily waving her hand. Seeing the princess 
act this way, Reine seemed slightly troubled before speaking. 


ON I’m sorry, I’m still on my way to go shopping.” 
“Ehhh mee 
After hearing Reine’s answer, the princess issued out a child-like and spoiled voice. 


“What's wrong, please! You are the only one who can do this. Just for today! Just one 
day is enough!” 


While calling out her name, she had used the traditional posture of her country to make a 


formal request. As expected, the sight of the princess asking for a citizen for help 
attracted the attention of other guests in the longue as they began to stare. 


Afterwards, Reine thought about it for a moment. 
“Well, if that's the case.” 


She breathed out another sigh as she spoke. 


や 
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ee Hey, Reine-san is about to be a translator, and for a princess no less.” 

“Looks like it.” 

Shidou and Kotori had their eyes glued onto the monitor screen...... there was already so 
many things happening over the course of a few hours that the situation would not be 
grasped anymore. What occurred in front of them was just like story of the Straw 


Millionaire. 


Coming out from the airport, Reine followed the princess to an airport. They entered into 
the sky with an airplane that was exclusively used by the royal family of Clair. 


By the way, Reine’s clothes were now replaced by a formal black suit. When viewed, it 
gave the impression of a professional woman at work. However, the stuffed bear peaking 


in her pocket gave a surreal feeling. 


Right now, Reine was sitting next to the princess in a hotel room in the aircraft rather 
than a mere first class passenger seat. 


aes Princess Eliyalat.” 

“Hmm? Oh, I'm fine with Eli. It’s easier for Japanese people to pronounce, isn’t it?" 

The princess laughed in a light tone. Regardless, both Kotori and Shidou could not speak 
the native Nantoka language. However, since the AI of <Fraxinus> was implementing a 
real time translation, it allowed for the dialogue between the two of them to be translated 
into Japanese. 

ee Then Eli, I’ve never heard that we would be taking a plane.” 

“Oh, does Reine have a fear of heights?” 


“"..... Lhat’s not it. But Pll be troubled if we have to go far away. Where are we going?" 


“To Kyoto, the International Committee will be holding a symposium on the issue of 
spacequakes. Not just me, but representatives of every Asian country will be arriving.” 


“.…Does that mean I have to be doing all of the translating alone?” 
“Strange, didn’t I already tell you that?” 
“... That’s the first time, I’ve heard about that.” 


Reine could not help but breathe out a sigh. Even so, she still didn’t show an anxious 
expression. 
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ee Honestly, who is Reine-san? I’ve never even heard of the name of the Nantoka 
language. Where did she even learn that......?” 


“Come on...even I also don’t know too much about it. However, there are times where 
Reine has spoken in a language I’ve never heard before in my life...... Š 


In response to Shidov’s questions, Kotori could only respond with a wry smile. At the 
same time, as if almost synchronized to the screen, Princess Eli also began to ask 
questions to Reine. 

“Hey, hey, compared to that, why do you look so sleepy Reine? Those are some really 
dark circles. That bear plushy also looks really ragged, what’s wrong with it? Your age is 
probably the same as mine, right? Do you have a lover? Have you ever been to Kyoto? 
This is my first time going there, what kind of place is it? After the meeting is over, 
would you like to go see the thing that you call Ginkaku and Kinkaku? Is that right? If 
you respond to your name, yov’ll get sucked into the monster, right?” 

“...If you want to ask, give your questions one at a time.” 

Apparently, it seemed that Princess Eli enjoyed Reine’s company greatly. Well, having a 
foreign friend that was both the same age as her and could speak the same language must 
have been uncommon. 

0 Well, but Kotori, since it’s has already escalated this far, now can we be reassured 
it’s safe? Regardless of how you say it, Reine-san is the translator for a princess right 
now.” 

“Well yeah, at this point, I don’t think anything crazier will happen...... 


However, just after the moment Kotori had said that. 


“Wa, ah ah ah!? ” 


Suddenly, everything on the aircraft began to shake. The glass placed on the table also 
fell to the ground, shattering into pieces. 


“Are you okay, princess?” 

“Eh, I’m fine...... but what just happened?” 

As if to answer the princess’s question, the cabin door flung open. 
“This is terrible, the captain and vice-captain both suddenly collapsed......! 


“What...... es 
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“W-what the heck, that’s what happened!” 
“Anyway, get the doctor as soon as possible!” 

“No, the doctor was left behind in Tokyo due to being bedridden by the flu!” 

"Oh no, at a time like this!” 

“......If you do not mind, can I look at it? Unfortunately, I don’t have an official license.” 
“Reine!? Can you really do such a thing!?” 

att Well, if it is just a simple diagnosis.” 

And so, Reine walked to the cockpit with the SP bodyguards. 

Watching this happen, both Shidou and Kotori’s faces started to uncontrollably twitch. 
3 Hey, Kotori.” 

Ree What Shidou.” 

“If my knowledge isn’t wrong, I seem to know what is going to happen next.” 


"Strange... I can see that as well.” 


The two people muttered together as sweat fell down from their foreheads. 


As Reine entered into the cockpit, she began to observe the captain and vice-captain who 
had both lost consciousness. She checked their pulse, eye movement, and measured 
their heartbeat. 

“How is it Reine, did you figure anything out?” 

“T can’t confirm it without further investigation, but it seems that they just fell asleep.” 
After hearing Reine’s answer, the princess could not help but frown. 


“Ha? Did they take a nap during a flight? Are you guys teasing me?” 


Princess Eli began to shake the captain’s shoulders. However, in the process, she 
accidently fumbled the control panel, causing the entire aircraft to begin to tremble. 


“Oi princess, please stop!” 
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“Tf this continues, the entire plane will crash!” 


As the SP bodyguards desperately tried to stop Princess Eli, Reine observed the situation 
as she placed her hands on her chin. 


“Considering that both the captain and vice-captain fell asleep at the same time, this 
lethargy must be a time delayed effect caused by sleeping pills. Probably, the flight 
process time was targeted so that we would lose the capacity to control the aircraft.” 
“Ah, sleeping pills!? No way...... 
06 Ah. Excuse me, but what do you think is aimed to target the princess’s life?” 

As Reine spoke, everyone quickly feel silent. 

But after a few seconds of thought, Princess Eli simply shrugged her shoulders. 
‘“—It’s probably my older sister, the first princess. She has been dissatisfied with how 
the hierarchy of inheritance has been handled and has been hostile to me and my sister. 
She’s being malicious as usual.” 


“Princess, that is...... 


“It’s fine, I'm used to it. I wonder why hierarchy is so important. I’m afraid I'll never 
understand it.” 


Princess Elli gave out a heavy sigh. Apparently, royalty seemed to have their own 
troubles with being a royal family. 


“Anyhow, the current issue is with the plane. We are still flying now, but we'll be in 
trouble during landing. ——Is there anyone here who can fly a plane?” 


After finishing, the princess looked onward towards her bodyguards. However, all of 
them merely shook their heads in response. 


“Ah, even with all of you here, there’s no one who can fly a plane!?” 
“Even if you say that...... 
“Piloting a plane is not a simple skill that everyone has.” 


The SP bodyguards raised out a miserable voice. Well regardless, it wasn’t their fault, so 
blaming them would have been very cruel. Reine could only breathe out another sigh. 


aaa It can’t be helped, let me do it.” 
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“Reine!? You can also do this kind of thing as well?” 
“Well, if that's the case.” 
As Reine gently nodded, the bodyguards helped lift the captain down from the chair. 


Then, she sat down in the vacant captain seat. Looking at the control panel now within 
the range of her sight, she glanced at the front of the dial. 


In the case of an emergency, Reine also mastered the steering process of <Fraxinus>. 
She had even learned to pilot a small Cessna plane. However, this was the first time she 
sat down to pilot a royal aircraft. 


人 So this is it.” 


There were a few devices that she did not recognize...... well she would still somehow 
be able to work past that. 


After Reine finished judging, she began to operate the main lever. 


eee The destination will be approaching soon. Hurry back to your seats and fasten the 
safety belts. 


“Un-understood!” 
Obeying Reine’s instructions, the princess and the bodyguards returned to their seats. 


Seeing that the princess and the others were ready, Reine slowly lowered the altitude and 
prepared to release the landing gear out. 


—Zuunng...... For a moment, a strong impact struck the entire body as the plane began 
to land. 


While sliding on the runway, she pulled on the brake to gradually slow down. 
After a few seconds, the plane came to a complete halt. 


Indeed, the plane that the princess had used successfully landed without a single person 
dead. 


“Reine!” 
As soon as the door to the cockpit opened, Princess Eli rushed right in. 
“Amazing Reine! That was incredible!” 


ere I’m honored to be praised by you.” 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


As Reine replied back, Princess Eli continued on with even more excitement. 

“Really, I feel like you can do anything! Why are you just a school teacher? Even with 
what my older sister prepared, you did a fantastic job. After surviving, I'll collect the 
evidence and complain to mother. No matter what——” 

*Thump 

As Princess Eli was talking in a feverish tone, she suddenly collapsed onto the ground. 
nuas Eli?” 

“Princess!?” 


“Are you alright!?” 


The bodyguards quickly rushed to the princess’s side. As Reine went to help her up, she 
quickly touched the princess’s forehead. 


Eli was unable to smile as Reine could only shake her head. 


“Although it was not easy to come to Kyoto, but with your body’s current condition, I 
am afraid that you cannot participate in the General Assembly.” 


“No, this is a very important meeting. I cannot allow myself to be absent.” 
wae However” 


Reine narrowed her eyebrows at the troubled sight. In Princess Eli’s current state, let 
alone a speech, even sitting down would be strenuous. 


Moreover, the dilemma was not just that—there was no telling what else the first 
princess would do. 


Although Reine did not personally know the situation of the royal family, the opponent 
was someone who was willing to crash the airplane that Princess Eli was onboard. They 
could not deny the possibility of something potentially going off at the venue. 


Probably understanding Reine’s consideration, Eli painfully spun out her words. 


“I... I cannot have a hole in such public services. If the general assembly turns out to be 
failure, that insidious first princess would certainly seize this vulnerability, and then 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


belittle my........ although I have no interest in the throne, I will never give it to that 
women. I absolutely cannot place the future of the Clair kingdom in that woman’s 


As she desperately tried to speak, Princess Eli began coughing violently—sure enough; 
she was nowhere near the proper state where the meeting could be done properly. 


After thinking for a moment, Reine once again breathed out another sigh. 


時 If I remembered correctly, Clair-style formal wear allows a veil to be worn even 
during formal occasions?” 


"That's right... what's the matter?" 


“Fortunately, you and I are of almost the same size and facial features. If you apply 
enough skillful makeup, then would you notice the difference from a distance? 


It seemed as if the princess had guessed what Reine was about to say. She couldn’t help 
but open her eyes wide in astonishment. 


at Ah, I will attend on your behalf. If so, is there no problem?” 

“But Reine, did you also notice it...... ? The first princess’s fraction who failed to 
assassinate me on the plane might try something...ah....if I let Reine encounter such 
danger. 


“Its fine...... I also do not want the first princess to become the queen.” 


As Reine finished, she gently placed her hand on Princess Eli’s forehead to confront her. 


While watching from the screen for <Fraxinus>’s executive room, Shidou and Kotori 
could not help put place their hands on their foreheads to suppress a headache. 


That’s right, in just a few hours; Reine went from being scouted as a model in the city to 
a princess (substitute) from another country. In the end, it was the result of numerous 
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coincidences and accidents that had overlapped with each other. If not personally seen, it 
would have been impossible to believe. 


The Kyoto International Hall was being displayed on the screen. The exchange had 
already begun, with the venue focusing on the national dignitaries and journalists. 


Over there, Reine was sitting down naturally while wearing a formal Clair-style 
dress 一 一 to some extent it seemed like a terribly surreal sight. 


But that was not all, at the end of the former attendant’s speech; an announcement was 
made to call down the third princess from the Clair kingdom, Eliyalat Vayanadi, to the 


venue. 


Under the thunderous applause, Reine stood up from her seat and began a speech spoken 
in a fluent Nantoka tongue. 


At that moment, Reine competently resembled a noble princess. At the very least, no one 
in the venue would suspect that Reine was a fake...... truly she is a person who could do 
anything. 

However, that wasn’t the only reason Kotori and Shidou both fell silent. 

ibe Hey, Kotori.” 

Negi What, Shidou.” 


“Reine suddenly turning into a princess and attending a meaning....how to say this, but I 
have a bad feeling about this...... ” 


“What a coincidence, I feel the same.” 


A glimmer of sweat fell down from both of their foreheads. As Reine had said earlier, it 
was possible that the first princess’s fraction would be aiming for Princess Eli’s life. 


“I wonder if everything will be okay for Reine-san....... 


“Well...... for the moment let’s keep this in mind...... even if the opponent is crazy, they 
won’t try and assassinate the princess in such a conspicuous place......” 


“Well yeah, this kind of event always happens in movies, but we are not in a film right 
now 一 一 " 


However, just as Kotori was speaking 一 一 
— Bang! 
The sounds of gunfire filled the meeting room. 
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Apparently, a man disguised as a reporter was the one who fired at Reine, who was 
standing on the podium. 


“Wa, ah ah ah!” 
"Security, what is security doing?" 


Fortunately, the bullet only grazed the hem of Reine’s skirt and struck into the wall 
behind her. However, because of the sudden gunfire, the entire venue became filled with 
commotion. 


“Like I thought, ahhhhhhh—!” 

“No waaaay—!” 

Looking at the screen, the Itsuka siblings issued a simultaneous scream. 
The man who had fired had hidden himself within the terrified press. 


At the same time, Reine instantly recognized what happened after grasping the 
surrounding situation of the current environment. 


The distance between the man and the platform was approximately ten meters. Even 
though the SP bodyguards rushed to seize the man, they were hindered by the obstacle of 
guests all trying to escape. In the short timeframe where they could not seize the attacker, 
it would have been much faster for the man to pull the trigger again. 


5 There’s no other choice.” 


Reine muttered in a small voice that no one could hear before jumping from the platform 
and rushing to the direction of the man. 


As a member of <Ratatoskr>, Reine had learned the bare minimum of self-defense 
techniques in case for emergency situations. Besides, even if she couldn’t disarm the 
man, it would buy enough time for the SP bodyguards to rush in. 


“What...... 1?” 


Probably never expecting such a scenario to play out, the man issued out an astonished 
voice——it was in the language that Princess Eli and the other people from Nantoka had 
spoken. 


Although firing at the international conference had already made his purpose clear to 
Reine, hearing the language convinced her that it was the same fraction that had drugged 
the flight captain with sleeping medicine. While lowering her posture, Reine took a step 
forward towards the man’s side. 
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However, the opponent was still an assassin. Despite being startled for a moment, he 
quickly regained his composure and re-aligned the gun at Reine before pulling the 
trigger. 


“Die!” 


Bang! The sound of gunfire once again filled the venue. 


However, the muzzle of the firearm was not direct at Reine, but rather it was pointed 
towards the ceiling. 


“Ah ah...... 1527 


The man’s white eyes twitched as his entire body flipped over. For a moment, it had 
seemed that an SP bodyguard had shot him down 一 一 But that wasn’t it. 


If you had to say ...... yes, the response was resembled a person who had been knocked 
down by an invisible stun gun. 


Although it wasn’t cleared what had happened in the end, Reine took advantage of this 
opportunity as she approached the attacker, grabbing the man's wrist and slamming it 
down on the ground. 

“Rei...... princess! Are you okay!” 


Pe Ah, please handle the rest you guys.” 


After a few minutes, the SP bodyguards finally arrived. Reine left the attacker to them as 
she gently patted down her hands together. 


In that moment, deafening applause, crackling cheers and the flash of a camera 
enveloped the entire venue. 


— About three hours later. 


“Reine......! 


As Reine entered the hospital room, Princess Eli, who had been sleeping, woke up and 
called out her name. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


As a result of terrorists attacking the venue, the meeting had to be temporarily suspended. 
Afterwards, Reine found the opportunity to slip out and arrive at the hospital where 
Princess Eli had been sent to. 

8 Originally, Reine had intended to come earlier. However, the news that the princess 
had defeated the terrorist was sensational news, causing her to be delayed by reporters 
who were clamoring for an interview. 

But after all, Reine was not actually the princess. It was possible that the disguise would 
be revealed with an interview at close range, so she had to fool the press before arriving 
at the hospital. 


ee Hey, how are you feeling?” 


“I’m fine compared to what happened to you. Reine! I heard the story. I’m so glad that 
you are okay......! 


Princess Eli grasped Reine’s hand as she spoke excitedly. 


“Reine! Reine! You are my hero. Please, please stay with me as one of my aides. I'll pay 
any amount that you desire!” 


The princess stared with sincere eyes as she pleaded to Reine. 
However, Reine shook her head calmly. 


ree I’m thankful for the offer, but I can’t do that. There’s still something that I need to 


After hearing Reine’s response, Princess Eli could only give a large sigh. 

“Right...... that’s regrettable. But for you to say something like that, then it must be 
important. 一 一 But with this, my heart would feel too guilty. Please let me do something 
for you! What do you want? A mansion? Land? Money? An island? As long as I can get 
it, please say whatever you want!” 

Eli was staring at Reine with sparkling eyes while speaking. 


After a brief period of silence, Reine opened her mouth. 


ee Ah, incidentally there is something that I want.” 


や 
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The next day, Shidou and Kotori arrived at the <Fraxinus> bridge during the early 
morning. 


The reason was simple. They had both wanted to see Reine. 

Yesterday, the autonomous camera followed them to Kyoto. After seeing the attacker 
point his gun at Reine, Shidou and Kotori quickly used the electrical gun mounted on the 
camera to maximum power on the attacker. However, because of that, the battery on the 
camera had died and they couldn’t find out what had happened afterwards. 

“Did Reine-san come back after all?” 

“T-that, of course she did, Reine is <Fraxinus>’s analytic officer after all.” 

Despite what she said, Shidou could see a trace of hesitation on Kotori’s face.” 

But that would be natural. Yesterday, Reine went from becoming a model to a violinist, 
translator, doctor, pilot, and finally a substitute princess. Although they couldn’t hear 
what happen in the end with the last one, one could imagine that a princess’s invitation 


would be much better than working for <Ratatoskr>. 


However—despite Kotori’s worries, Reine appeared on the bridge in her usual 
appearance. 


“Eh? You are early today, Kotori, and even Shin.” 
“Reine-san......! 
“Oh, good morning, Reine.” 


Seeing that Kotori and Shidou’s reactions were strange, Reine slightly tilted her head 
curiously. 


re Did something happen?” 

“Ah, no...nothing. Right, Kotori.” 

“Eh, that right, it’s nothing. Ah! Reine, yesterday was your day off...how was it? 

Kotori had enquired in a very ambiguous tone. 

However, Shidou couldn’t blame Kotori. Too many things had happened yesterday that 
it would be impossible not to ask what happened afterwards. If he were the one who had 


to ask, he would have probably stumbled on the same words. 


“Yesterday?” 
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Reine placed her hand on her forehead before issuing a small groan. 
Then— 

See aie No, nothing happened, just the usual day off.” 

Reine blankly replied back. 


“Wh 一 一 ” 


After hearing Reine’s choice of words, Shidou and Kotori could not help but stare in 
open befuddlement. 


Because of how natural her expression seemed——Shidou and Kotori could not help but 
think that Reine was either not saying the truth because no one would believe her, 
judging it to be troublesome to talk about... or such a thing was something that would 
"always" happen. 


Reine slightly slanted her head in astonishment. 


At this time, there were no modifications to Reine’s usual long hair. However, the smell 
of lingering shampoo seemed of higher quality than usual. 
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Silver Astray 


The sound of his heartbeat was far more audible than usual. 


Itsuka Shidou desperately pressed his hand against his chest, trying to suppress the 
palpitations instigated by his heart. 


Of course, because of his bones, flesh and clothes, it was impossible for the sound his 
heartbeat to leak into the outside world. However, for Shidou right now, he thought of it 
as nothing else but an alarm warning him of the existence of “predators”. 


That’s right. Shidou was currently the equivalent of an herbivore trapped in an 
inescapable cage. 


— Absolute despair. If it was only an herbivore locked away in a cage, then it may be 
view as for care, admiration, or possibly even for potential research. However, when 
locked away together with a ferocious carnivore that herbivore would have a 
different name. 





That is to say, bait. 
Or—meat. 


While conscious of this situation, a lingering gaze was felt coming from behind—his 
body trembled. 


Needless to say, the temperature was as low as the interior of a refrigerator. Both his 
shoulders and fingertips were shaking uncontrollably. However, the tremors striking his 


body were not simply because it was cold. 


Fear. What Shidou faced was a primitive and instinctual fear that all creatures felt. The 
roots of his teeth began to chatter. 


—A cold hand touched his shoulder. 
That moment. Shidou screamed a lamentful cry as his body began to cower. 
However, the merciless predators were not concerned about such matters as they 


continued to approach him little by little. 
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While letting out a weak voice, Shidou recalled how things transpired like this. 


Q 


— Returning time back to a few hours ago. 
“Ohh! This is amazing!” 


The moment after exiting the car, Tohka raised her voice in surprise as she looked 
around. 


With the tips of her night shaded hair swaying, Tohka opened her crystal-like pair of 
eyes as she jumped in excitement. 


Of course, such enthusiasm wasn’t difficult to imagine. After all, Shidou and the others’ 
surroundings were covered by a world of silver as far as the eyes could see. 


Right now, Shidou and the others were at a ski resort that was about a five hour car drive 
from Tenguu City. 


Yes. Shidou and the others had decided to use this day off to go skiing together. 
The surrounding wilderness and mountains were coated by a beautiful blanket of snow 
that glistened in the sunlight. It was a fantasy-like landscape that produced the illusion of 


being in a movie. 


Even Shidou felt that impression. Therefore, it was natural for Tohka and the others to be 
moved by seeing such gorgeous scenery. 


“Ho! How beautiful! Kuku...... this stained canvas, my own footprints are left behind.” 
“Prevent. Will not allow you to succeed. Look here.” 

Yuzuru latched onto Kaguya just as she was about to take a step forward. 

“Ah, Yuzuru. What are you doing!” 

“Smile. Negligence is one’s greatest enemy.” 


“Ah, it’s too sly for only two people to be flirting! We should all be mixed in together!” 
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Besides Tohka, the other Spirits also began to frolic in this pure white landscape. Miku 
tried to enter the skirmish between the Yamai Sisters while pulling Natsumi away from 
the spectating sidelines at the same time. 


Watching on from behind, Shidou’s younger sister, Kotori, gave a helpless shrug. While 
shaking the Chupa Chups in her mouth, she breathed out a sigh. 


“It good to be energetic, but don’t overdo it, alright? Snowy mountains are still very 
dangerous.” 


“Umu, I understand. Look, Kotori, how beautiful! The snow is so soft!” 
“Kuha, Tohka! I won’t lose to you! Ohhhhhhhhh!” 

“Oh, how amazing, Kaguya!” 

ee Did you really understand what I just said?” 

Kotori helplessly sighed while scratching her head. Looking on at this, Shidou forced a 
smile. Incidentally, Kotori had been astutely reading a guidebook filled with sticky notes 
during the minibus ride here. 

“What is it?” 

“No, it’s nothing——anyway, shall we head to where we are staying today? Let’s carry 
the luggage as soon as possible. Since we’ve come a long way, it would be a shame to let 


that slip up.” 


While speaking, Shidou pointed forward. Over there was a beautiful cottage with a roof 
covered by a layer of snow. 


“That’s right. Hey everyone, carry your own luggage.” 

Kotori agreed while directing attention back to the inside of the bus. 

That’s right. Normally, this was a distance easily manageable by the aerial ship 
<Fraxinus>, but since it was now being repaired, a traversable minibus had been 


prepared by <Ratatoskr>. 


Despite this, everyone was not dissatisfied—rather it would be better to say that 
everyone enjoyed the rickety journey on the van. 


“Yes, Shidou.” 
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While Shidou was thinking about this, a voice calling him was heard from behind. 
Taking a closer look, there was already a girl standing there with a Boston bag unnoticed. 
She had a doll-like face and hair reaching her shoulders. ——-Tobiichi Origami. 

She was Shidou’s classmate and also one of the Spirits whose powers were sealed by 
him. It seemed that in addition to her own luggage, she had also carried Shidou’s 
baggage as well. 

“Ah, thank you, Origami.” 


As Shidou took the bag and thanked her, he slanted his head and let out an “hmm” like 
sound. 


“Hey, Origami. There’s the feeling that my bag had been once opened...... 
“There should be no such thing. I didn’t leave traces and the like—” 
Halfway through her words, Origami wrinkled her brow. She had likely noticed the 
contents of what she was detailing. Just as Origami said, there were no traces 
left....... but just to be sure, he had asked and arrived at the correct conclusion. 
eer Just like I thought.” 

“As expected of Shidou. You to know so much about myself. It feels nice.” 


“Don’t say things that will easily cause a misunderstanding...... really.” 


After that, Shidou opened his bag to confirm the contents inside. However, it seemed 
that nothing was missing or added. 


ME There’s nothing strange.” 
“Of course. I didn’t do anything.” 
“Then why did you...... 
“Information is power.” 
Being scared to listen to anything more than that, Shidou averted his eyes in silence. 
“W-well then...... does everyone have their luggage?” 


While saying that, Shidou turned to look around. Then, in response to his question, each 
of the Spirits carrying a large container of luggage, gently nodded back. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


Look at it again; it was quite the large household. Including Shidou, there was Tohka, 
Origami, Kotori, Kaguya, Yuzuru, Miku, Natsumi, and—— 


“Hmm? Where is Yoshino?” 


While confirming everyone’s faces, Shidou twisted his neck. Yoshino’s figure was 
missing from the Spirits that were lined up. 


“Mu, she seems to be......” 

“She was just here a moment ago.” 

“Where on earth did she...... ah, look, over there.” 

Natsumi pointed towards the cottage as if noticing something. At that direction, there 
was a petite girl carrying a bag in her right hand and a rabbit doll with her left. That 
figure was waiting for everyone with a flushed face and glistened eyes. 

“Everyone, let’s hurry......! 
“Hey, hey, faster 一 一 " 
Yoshino and the puppet “Yoshinon” urged them hasten. 

Speaking of which, this ski trip had begun due to Yoshino’s wishes. A few days ago, 
when asking everyone where they wanted to go for the vacation, Yoshino unusually 


pushed forward a request in hopes of going to the snowy mountains. 


Yoshino was originally a Spirit with control over water and cold air. Perhaps, there was a 
similar connection felt here. 


Seeing the always meek Yoshino reveal a rare look of excitement, everyone looked at 
each other and smiled. 


Afterwards an hour had passed. Each of them left their luggage in their rooms, as Shidou 
and the others changed into a multicolored variety of ski equipment and reconvened at 
the lift of the mountainside. 


Here was a gentle slope designed for beginners. Besides Shidou and his entourage, there 
were also other ski guests that seemed to have little experience. 


“So... let’s try sliding first. Does everyone remember the general movement?” 


Shidou spoke while directing his attention to the Spirits standing on the snowy slopes. In 
response, everyone gave a uniform nod back. 
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That’s right. Since there were too many people without experience, they had already 
reviewed the basics before coming here. 


“Umu, no problem! Then, P1 be off!” 

Speaking while brimming with vigor, Tohka cut through the vanguard. Afterwards, she 
took out a large pair of goggles and pushed down her ski poles with enough force to 
leave two large marks on the pure white surface. 

“Ohhhhhhhhhhhh—!” 

With a cry of pure enjoyment, the view of Tohka’s back grew smaller and smaller. 
Although the movements were limited to a straightforward direction, she was sliding in 
manner not resembling that of a beginner. 

“Haha, how amazing. Even though this is still the first time.” 

“Despite understanding the reason why, it’s still quite the fearless act.” 

Responding back to Shidou was Kotori, who was standing right beside him. She was 
equipped with a red ski suit with black skis while looking down at the snowy slopes 
calmly. Again, this was a strange look for a beginner. 


“Certainly. Tohka is really amazing in that regard.” 


“Yeah. The ones who try to suddenly stop while scared are more dangerous. The most 
important thing is to be able to let go.” 


While speaking, Kotori fearlessly raised the corners of her lips. 

However, after speaking, Kotori didn’t move from that spot. 

senate So, does Kotori not want to slide?” 

As Shidou asked, Kotori sighed softly. Her face seemed to be completely stained red. 


“I-I want to go. But, that, I need to watch over everyone as a commander of 
<Ratatoskr>...... ý 


“It’s fine. The slope here is very gentle.” 


“No, but.” 
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“Hmm? Perhaps Kotori can’t ski? My bad. I thought that since you went to your middle 
school skiing excursion, you could definitely...... ” 


1? 


As if to cover up Shidou’s words, Kotori chimed from her throat as she fastened her 
goggles and grasped onto her ski poles. 

Then, 

While exuding great amount of strength, she positioned her skis in the shape of the 八 
character and slowly, slowly descended down the slope 一 一 at a speed where it would 
faster walking down without using skis. 

“L-look! Just like this!” 

“No, even if I were to say that...... 
“Darling—!” 

Just as Shidou smiled, a voice suddenly came from behind him——it was Miku. 

“T’m a little scared after all. So please lend me your hand Darling...... ah, wa, waaaaah!” 


Miku, who was slowly walking over, suddenly lost control of her balance on her skis. 


At the same time, in order to regain control, her hand jerked towards Kotori, who was 
nearby. 


“Huh? W-wait 一 一 一 一 一 ukiyaaaaaaaaaaaaah!“" 

Leaved behind such a scream, Kotori slid down the slopes at an ultra-high speed. 
“K-Kotori!?” 

“Ah, Kotori-san! Sorry!” 

Although Miku apologized, her voice could no longer be heard by Kotori. At a speed 
that wouldn’t lose to even Tohka, Kotori faded away into the distance. Then, after 


reaching a relative flat plane, her balance stumbled as she came crashing down face first. 


“That girl......she doesn’t know how to be honest at all. I want to check up on her. Do 
you mind if I head out first?” 


“Yes. Sliding slowly should be no problem. Go to Kotori-san, Darling.” 
“Alright. Don’t force yourself.” 
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After saying that, Shidou slammed down his ski poles and slid down the snowy trail left 
behind by Kotori. 


Although Shidou wasn’t talented at skiing, his body still remembered the instructions 
received from his previous school trip, so a beginner course should be fine enough to 


skate. In a short while, Shidou arrived beside Kotori, who was covered in snow. 


“Hey, are you okay?” 


Kotori’s body swayed as she got up by grabbing Shidou’s hand for support. After 
dusting the snow off her body, she looked away with a sullen expression. 


re Fu, what? If you want to laugh, laugh already. The commander who has been 
boasting such grand words cannot slide through the snow. It’s ridiculous.” 


“There’s no one who thinks that. Everyone has a weak point. Besides, everyone is skiing 
for the first time. Shouldn’t we be trying to skiing together?” 


“Shidou...... á 


Listening to Shidou, Kotori murmured a little while crossing her arms as her face was 
slightly red. 


“Yes, this is the first time for everyone—” 


However, just as Kotori was speaking, Origami nimbly slid down the slope with the 
splendid form of an Alpine skier. 


Swish, sliding down her skis in an arc to stop in place and raising her goggles to take a 
breath in. It was a picturesque movement. 


Looking on at this scene, Kotori’s slightly relaxed expression gradually became 
speechless. Shidou hurried to interject. 


“H-hey, Origami was originally a member of the JGSDF’s AST, which means she 
should have exceled at all sorts of sports. Wouldn’t it be strange if she couldn’t do that?” 


de Y-yeah. I suppose if it was someone from JGSDF.“ 
Kotori nodded as if trying to convince herself. 


However, immediately after that, the Yamai sisters competed against each other while 
sliding down the skiing slope with snowboards. 
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Moreover, they weren’t just sliding down. They crafted a complex trajectory, sometimes 
rotating and sometimes drifting. Gorgeously, the two of them were symmetrically apart 
and landed at their goal at a synchronized pace. 

“Kaka, it seems that your skills haven’t deteriorated, Yuzuru.” 

“Agreement. The sharpness of Kaguya’s techniques has not fallen down as well.” 

While saying that, the two of them bumped fists with each other. 


Gazing at that scene, Kotori grew more silent. 


“K-Kotori? Think about it more carefully. Hey, haven’t Kaguya and Yuzuru competed in 
tons of games in the past? They probably already had a snowboarding competition.” 


29 


Kotori’s cheeks faintly twitched as she noticed something. 


Then, while wearing “Yoshinon” on her left hand, Yoshino slid across with a snowboard 
just like Yamai sisters. 


Because one hand was needed to carry “Yoshinon”, it was natural to choose a snowboard 
where one’s hands were not inhibited. However, the current wild style was a complete 
mismatch from the usual Yoshino. In that regard, Kotori couldn’t help but let out a silent 
Soneta what!?” while holding her breath in. 


Moreover, Yoshino was brilliantly controlling the snowboard despite using it for the first 
time; the skill of her expert movements would not lose to either Kaguya or Yuzuru as it 
drew in everyone’s attention. Seeing this performance, Tohka and the Yamai sisters 
clapped their hands in applause. 

“How amazing, Yoshino! I didn’t know you could move like that!” 


“T-that...... well, it’s a similar feeling to getting on <Zadkiel>, so...... 


“Fufu 一 一 on ice and snow Yoshino is invincible. Shall we try ice skating next time?” 
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While Yoshino seemed to be embarrassed, Yoshinon spoke boastfully. 
With a dejected look, Kotori fell silent once again. 
“No, that, Kotori? You don’t need to look that gloomy...... 


Just as Shidou was trying to comfort her, a scream just like Kotori’s echoed from the top 
of the slope. 


“Gya—! Get out of the waaaaay!” 
Accompanied by that noise, a bundle of snow tumbled down towards Kotori. 
“What...... 


Kotori, who was still wearing her skiing equipment, couldn’t escape time. Struck by the 
huge rear-end collision of snow, she was once again buried in her original position. 


At the same time, Natsumi’s figure appeared from snow scattered by the impact. It 
seemed that she had tumbled down from the snowy slopes and rolled down here like a 
huge snowball. 


“H-hey, are you guys alright?” 


Shidou hurriedly shouted as he helped the two of them get back up. 


“Ouch, it hurts...... ” 


Kotori and Natsumi rubbed their respective foreheads after the collision. Afterwards, 
Natsumi looked away in embarrassment. 


Natsumi apologized, but Kotori did not raise her voice— 
Rather, she clutched onto Natsumi. 
“Fuhah!?” 


Having likely not expected this behavior, Natsumi voice fell into disarray. However, 
Kotori didn’t heed this as she continued to hug Natsumi. 
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“That’s right, this is normal. Thank you, Natsumi. Let's make progress together...... 
“Huh? Ha...... huh!?” 
Natsumi’s eyes changed into blank dots as she was unable to understand this intent. 


Miku, who arrived late to his scene, let out an “Ara!” as her eyes glistened with a 
brilliant shine. 


や 


For a while, Shidou and the others enjoyed the snowy vacation to their hearts content. 


The beginner’s group continued to practice repeatedly with the gentle slopes, while the 
seniority group such as Origami and the Yamai sisters moved on to more difficult 
courses. 


Although Yoshino and Tohka were beginners, they already had the skills needed to 
move on to a more challenging course. But out of worry for Kotori, Natsumi, and Miku, 
they decided to help Shidou with his one-to-one lesson. 


The results were worthwhile. After about three hours, everyone’s skiing movements 
became more on an even level...... well, because of Tohka’s coaching strategy of “don’t 
think, feel”, Kotori seemed to have suffer a lot trying to grasp the nuances. 


“Fu, everyone seems to have improved a lot. In that case, we should have no problem 
with slopes that are slightly steeper.” 


“Yeah, thanks to your efforts. 一 一 Even so, let’s continue tomorrow. The clouds are 
looking more ominous now.” 


While speaking, Kotori removed her goggles to look up at the sky. Indeed, there were 
thicker clouds gathering compared to before as the wind began to blow. It was said that 
weather conditions can change drastically in the mountainside, so it would be better to 
return early just to be safe. Shidou gently nodded in agreement. 


“You have a point. 一 一 Hey, everyone, let’s head back 一 一 " 


As Shidou called out to them, Yoshino, Natsumi, and Tohka who were seen nearby all 
turned around. 


“Huh? Where did Miku go?” 
“Ah...... a while ago after learning how to ski alone, she went towards to lift...... 7 
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As Yoshino pointed to the snowy slopes above, Shidou scratched his cheeks. 

RGB well, she should be skiing down soon. I’ll wait here while everyone else heads 
back first. Origami and the others are also still on this mountain. P11 head back after 
gathering everyone together.” 

ae I understand. But be careful, alright?” 


“Ah, I know.” 


As Shidou waved his hand good-bye, Kotori and the others walked back towards the 
direction of the cottage. 


“Well then, where would they...... a 

After seeing off Kotori’s group, Shidou looked back towards the slopes above. The 
beginners and advanced courses were sandwiched in between each other by some trees. 
Miku and Origami’s group should arrive at the same intersection after they were finished 


skiing. 


Not long after, Origami and the Yamai sisters competed skiing down from the superior 
snow course. Looking at it, it was the same graceful movements as always. 


Then, after quickly noticing from Shidov’s positon, the three of them wordlessly stopped 
at his side. 


“Shidou.” 


“Kuku, it’s must be exhausting for you to toil and greet us here. Our skiing technique is 
akin to catching sight of the Goodness of snow.” 


“Question. Where are the others?” 


“Ah, it’s already been a while and the weather seems to be getting worse. They went 
back first. When Miku arrives, we should also return back to the cottage. 


After he finished explaining, the three of them nodded in agreement. 

“Indeed, there are many clouds now in the sky.” 

“Fu... ah, it started snowing.” 

“Astonishment. Really. The wind is getting stronger. It may be better to head back soon.” 


As the three of them spoke, the weather deteriorated in the blink of an eye. An 
announcement was heard coming from the various speakers scattered through the ski 
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resort, warning everyone that the weather was growing more dangerous and to return 
back to the facilities. 


“Hey, hey, are you serious? Where did Miku go...... huh?” 


As Shidou looked up at the mountain fretfully, a small light purple outfit appeared at the 
corner of his sight——it was the same outfit worn by Miku. 


For a moment, Shidou thought that Miku was skiing down here. However, he was wrong. 
Miku was not on the well-maintained ski slopes, but rather across a mountain fence that 


was prohibited from entry. 


Moreover, Miku’s current location was surrounded by steep slopes. If her foot slipped, 
then it was very likely that she would fall into the depths of the forest. 


“What is she doing there? It’s too dangerous 一 一 " 

Halfway through, Shidou’s words came to a halt. Despite it being hard to see due to poor 
visibility, there was one more person other than Miku. Miku had grabbed onto a tree 
with one hand, while using the other one to hold onto a little girl who was about to fall 
off the mountain. 

“This is—!” 

“Don’t tell me she’s trying to save that child...... 1? 

“Reckless. She’ll also fall over at this rate.” 

The moment Yuzuru said this, Miku pulled the girl up to a nearby tree. However, at the 
same time, the snow underneath her feet collapsed, causing her body to roll down to the 
trees below. 

“Kiyaaaaah!?” 


“M-Miku!?” 


Shidou cried out in panic. However, Miku did not stop as she disappeared into the forest 
underneath the steep slope. 


“Ku 1 うう 


Before even thinking, his body instinctively moved. Shidou forced his ski poles up and 
slid towards the direction where Miku had disappeared. 


“Shidou, wait a minute. It’s too dangerous.” 
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“Tracking——it can’t be helped, let's follow. However, it’s not good for everyone to 
chase after. Please save that girl, Kaguya.” 


“I-I know. You guys be careful too!” 


Feeling a familiar voice come from behind, Shidou found Origami and Yuzuru chasing 
after him. 


“Y-you two......! 
“If there is only one person searching, you may be in danger as well. I will go as well.” 


“Consent. Shidou frequently moves without thinking first. Well, it’s not as if it’s bad.” 


As words of gratitude squeezed out from his throat, Shidou and the others crossed the 
fence marked with no entry and entered the woods. 


Then, after some time had passed 一 right in front, they found Miku collapsed down face 
first. 


“Miku! Are you alright?” 

As Shidou skied to her side, Miku weakly raised her face. 

“Ah...... darling...... that girl...... $ 

“It’s okay. Kaguya went to save her.” 

“Is that so...... uh—” 

While in the middle of speaking, Miku distorted her expression in pain. 

“W-what’s wrong?” 

“Let me check.” 

As Shidou began to panic, Origami stepped forward from the side to touch Miku's feet. 


“There are no abnormalities in her bones. I believe the snow and trees served as a 
cushioning effect, but it is still probably difficult to walk alone.” 


“Alright...... I understand. Origami, Yuzuru, can I leave mine and Miku’s skis to you?” 
After saying that, Shidou took off his skis and crouched down with his back facing Miku. 
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“Let's go, Miku.” 
“Eh, darling...... が 
“What’s wrong, you don’t have to be polite at a time like this.” 


As Shidou said with a wry smile, Miku blushed and mutter out a “then, excuse me”, as 
she grabbed onto Shidou’s back. 


In that moment, Miku’s chest, which could still be felt through her thick ski jacket, was 
clearly felt pressed against his back. Even during this urgency, Shidou couldn’t help 
ignore this as an unintentional “uh” groan leaked out from his throat. 


“Ah, am I too heavy?” 


“No...... it’s not that.” 


As Shidou gave back an ambiguous reply, Origami and Yuzuru seemed to have guessed 
the reasons as they half-closed their eyes. 


“Shidou, my feet are sprained as well.” 

“Agreement. Yuzuru also.” 

re Yes, yes, let’s go back to the cottage now.” 

Shidou stood back on his feet while carrying Miku on his back. Since they were far from 
the regular slopes, their current whereabouts were not known right now. But, if they 
simply retraced their steps, they should be able to find their way back. 

However, the key issue was the weather. By the time Shidou and the others found Miku 
down the mountain, the snow and wind had grown stronger, a possible precursor to the 
blizzard to come. 

“Ku, if it continues like this, we won’t be able to see what’s up ahead.” 

“I will take the lead, followed then by Shidou and immediately afterwards Yuzuru.” 


“Understood. Please leave it to me, Master Origami.” 


As Origami and Yuzuru finished discussing, they sandwiched themselves in between 
Shidou and Miku. 
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“A-are you okay, Origami?” 
“I have finished training in the snow before. Leave it to me.” 


As Origami finished speaking, she kept looking in ahead while giving a thumbs up. In 
return, Shidou smiled and whispered out, “as expected of you...... a 


“Mu...... Shidou and the others are late.” 


Tohka, who had returned back to the cottage early, looked out the window to see the sky 
worsening with a worried look. 


That’s right. The condition outside was now regarded as a snowstorm, but Shidou and 
the others still have not returned yet. 


“Well, they shouldn’t be far from here. I think they should be okay, but...... 9 


As Kotori was speaking, the sound of a door opening came from the entrance of the 
cottage. 


“! Is it Shidou!?” 


Opening her eyes, Tohka fled to the front door. Kotori, Yoshino, and Natsumi quickly 
followed suit. 


Then, standing there was Kaguya, covered head to toe in snow with a little girl in tow. 
—However, there was no one there behind her. 


“Mu...... Kaguya? What happened to everyone? Who is that girl?” 


As Tohka asked, Kaguya shook her body like a wet dog, flicking off snow at the 
entrance. Then, she let out a loud voice in panic. 


“Ah, this is bad. Miku is 一 一 " 
Not using her usual exaggerated tone, Kaguya gave a brief description of the situation. 
Hearing what she had said, Tohka and the others rounded their eyes. 

“W-what...... ! Shidou and the others entered the snowy mountains!?” 

“Really...... what were they thinking......! 
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Then, they turned their eyes to the girl who Kaguya had brought back. 

“Do you mind waiting in the cottage for the time being? We’ ll contact your family soon.” 
“Y-yes. That...... 

“What’s wrong?” 

“That nee-san...... please save her. I haven’t thanked...... 


As that girl gave a look that was about to burst into tears, Kotori stroked her head and 
said “leave it to us”, as she took her to the fireplace. 


Then, after returning back with a difficult look, she continued speaking in a soft voice. 


‘“——Anyway, let’s contact the ski resort first. Just in case, <Ratatoskr> will also build a 
search party.” 


aes B-but, can we search properly in this weather......? No, even if <Ratatoskr> sends 
a rescue team on the way, aren’t everyone currently focused on the renovations for 


<Fraxinus>? How long will it take for the search team to arrive here...... 


Listening to Kotori’s words, Natsumi made a difficult face as she spoke. Kotori wrinkled 
her brow in response. 


Indeed, it was just as Natsumi had said. Even as they were talking, the blizzard was 
growing stronger. If left alone too long, Shidou and the others may freeze to death. 


“What should we do—’” 

Then, Yoshino, who had been silent up until now, timidly raised her hand. 
“Ah, that...... Kotori-san.” 

“? What’s wrong, Yoshino?” 

“That...... can you leave it to me?” 

“Eh?” 


As Kotori slanted her head, Yoshino passed through Kaguya, coming to the blizzard 
outside of the room. Icy crystals violently struck her petite body. 


Yoshino wasn’t in the slightest flustered by this as took a prayer-like posture, quietly 
moving her lips. 


“Please...... I want to save Shidou-san and the others...... please lend me your strength.” 
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Then, as if responding to her words, Yoshino’s body gave off a faint glow 一 一 a coat-like 
attire covered her entire body. 


Afterwards, in front of Yoshino, a huge white rabbit doll appeared. 
“This is—” 
gees <Zadkiel>!?” 


Tohka and Kotori uttered in surprise. That’s right; the Angel <Zadkiel>, which can 
manipulate water and cold air. 


Yoshino gently nodded as she straddled <Zadkiel>, placing both of her hands on its back. 


At that moment, the red eyes of <Zadkiel> lit up as a cold air barrier began to develop 
around its surroundings. 


It was as if an invisible dome had formed around <Zadkiel>. Indeed, it seemed likely to 
proceed in this snowstorm. 


“Yoshino!” 


Walking though blizzard while carrying Miku on his back, Shidou could help but feel his 
face strain from bitter cold air. There wasn’t much feeling left in his hands or feet either. 

In this manner, he could have exhausted all of his strength before arriving at the cottage. 

“—Shidou, look.” 


Then, Origami, who was walking ahead, had raised her voice. Shidou raised his face in 
response to that voice—letting out an “ah” sound as he opened his eyes. 


In front of them, there was a building resembling a mountain hut. 


“We re saved.” 
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Origami uttered that brief reply while heading to the direction of the hut. Then, after 
destroying the lock on the door in an extremely natural movement, she beckoned for 
Shidou and the others to come. 


“Life is more important than morality.” 


Indeed, it was just as Origami had said. Shidou chanted in his mind about 
reimbursements later as he entered the mountain hut. 


Just being able to hide from the snowstorm was a relief for the body. He was grateful for 
having a shelter with a roof from the snow and wind. Shidou gently let Miku down as he 


breathed out a sigh of relief. 


Despite having said that, the coldness remained unchanged. They would suffer from 
hypothermia at this rate. 


“T-is there any heating appliance here...... as 

“Discovery. There is a wood-burning stove, but there isn’t any fire at the bottom.” 
“Fire...... huh. I don’t have a lighter on me...... 
Shidou gave a distressed look. Then, Origami pulled out some firewood from the stove, 
taking out from her pocket, a small flashlight, tissue paper, a small aluminum wrapper 
used for chewing gum. 

“Origami...... ae 

“Leave it to me.” 

Origami briefly replied as she shredded the aluminum wrapper into thin pieces. Then, 
she pressed it against the ends of the battery taken out from the flashlight. Afterwards, 
the central part of the aluminum paper began to emit smoke. 

She used to the tissue paper to ignite the fire as she threw both into the stove. Not long 
after, the firewood in the stove was ignited as Shidou and the others’ shadows flickering 
beside the fireplace. 

“Ohhh!?” 


“Admiration. It’s wonderful, Master Origami.” 


“Kya! How lovely, Origami.” 
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As Shidou and the others gave words of praise, Origami’s expression remained 
unchanged as she gave a small nod. 


“First steps in survival.” 
Anyway, it seemed that they could at least warm up this way. Shidou and the others 


gathered around the stove and held out their hands. 


Soon, he was able to move his frozen hands once again. Shidou breathed out another 
sigh of relief. 


Haine thank you, Origami, Yuzuru. If it wasn’t for you guys, Miku and I might have 
frozen to death.” 


“Thank you very much. Although it’s foolish not to be with Darling, I would rather a bed 
call for me rather than heaven.” 


As Shidou and Miku both spoke, Origami and Yuzuru both shook their heads as if not 
caring about that. 


“It should stop snowing overnight. We better stay here until the weather settles down.” 


“Agreement. Besides, Kaguya should have informed Kotori and the others. Help should 
be on the way.” 


“Ah, that’s right. I guess we'll manage for a night.” 

“Yes. Ufufu, it may be unscrupulous, but isn’t this a little bit exciting. Doesn’t this 
happen often in manga—stories of men and woman confined in a mountain shelter 
together...... 7 

Then. 


Before Miku could finish speaking, the edges of his brow shook as if noticing something. 


No, it wasn’t just Miku. Origami and Yuzuru also twitched their eyebrows as they 
exchanged a look with each other. 


“We re in a very dangerous situation now. We need to do the utmost efforts in order to 
ensure survival.” 


“Consent. Even if something happens, it’s a force majeure.” 


“That’s right. If it is for the sake of survival...... 
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For a split second, Shidou looked numbingly at the three of them. But then, after 
remembering something, he took out his phone from his ski suit. 


That’s right. If there was a signal here, he could get in touch with Kotori. 
“Oh, the signal is weak...... but with this.” 


While mumbling that out, he dialed Kotori’s number from the contact’s list. 


“Shidou! Where are you!” 

“Yuzuru—! If you can hear me, please respond!” 

The sun had already completely set. In the darkened snowy mountain, Kotori and the 
others were searching for Shidou’s group while being protected by the boundary of 


<Zadkiel>. 


That being said, the snowstorm made for poor visibility and since sound could not 
traverse that far, the search still progressed difficulty. 


gi a ees as expected, they won’t be easy to find.” 
“No...... don’t give up. Let's try the other side.” 
“Un, yeah. 一 一 Uh, huh?” 


Kotori cried out suddenly as she reached into her pocket of her ski suit—the phone 
inside her pocket was shaking. 


She thought for a moment it was the search team she had requested from <Ratatoskr>, 
but— 


This was different. The name written on the screen of the phone was “Onii-chan”. 
“Shidou!” 

“What!?” 

“Is it...... Shidou-san!?” 


Responding back to Kotori’s voice, Tohka and the others exposed a stunned look. Kotori 
hurriedly pressed the phone against her ear. 


“Shidou! Where are you guys right now!? Are you guys alright!?” 
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“Ah...... sorry to make you worried. Did Kaguya arrive at the cottage?” 

“Yes, that girl is fine.” 

“That’s arelief...... we’ve managed to find a mountain hut here. Since there is a stove, at 
least we won’t die from freezing. For the time being, we’re staying here until the 


snowstorm stops.” 


From the other end of the phone, it was a robust voice heard contrary to expectations. 
Kotori breathed a sigh of relief before turning to Tohka and the others. 


“They are fine. They are now hiding in a mountain hut together.” 
“Oh, is that so!” 


“Kaka, it seems they are still loved by the goddess of fortune.” 


The Spirits all breathed a collective sigh of relief as their tense expressions relaxed. 


But why? Only Natsumi’s face still had a difficult expression somehow. Well, it was 
slightly different than her usual gloomy look...... Kotori slanted her head curiously. 


“No...... Shidou just told you that they were staying in the mountain hut, right? Waiting 
until the snow stopped...... ” 


“Well, yeah...... ý 


Ok Then, doesn’t that mean he’ll be spending the entire night in a closed room 
together with Origami, Yuzuru, and Miku?” 


“Ha...... We 

Kotori shuddered upon being reminded of this. 

Indeed, it was just like what Natsumi had said. Right now, Shidou was together with the 
Ultimate Stalker Origami, the Demon Seed Yuzuru who looked up to her as a master, 
and the Crazy Pelorist of Terror Miku. 

Those three and Shidou were locked together in a closed room, given the excuse to bring 


their bodies closer together. It was a thrilling situation preeminent overnight in the 
suspension bridge effect. 
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Such a thing was just like release a trembling rabbit into the same cage with a tigress, 
lioness, and leopardess. Even if Shidou’s life was saved, his chastity was now in danger. 
Kotori clenched her phone in panic. 


“Shidou! You have to be careful! It’s important to keep your willpower strong!?” 


“Ha? What are you talking about...... huh? Hey, hey, why are you get closer, Origami? 
Even Yuzuru and Miku as well...... 172 


“Shidou!? Shidou!?” 

“Eek, wait a—” 

At that moment, the connection to the call was cut off. 

In her hands, the phone gave off two merciless beeps as Kotori’s face grew paler. 
“W-what's wrong, Kotori? Did something happen to Shidou?” 


As Tohka inquired with uneasiness, Kotori looked up after quickly placing her phone in 
her pocket. 


“It’s dangerous to leave Shidou as it is now! Yoshino! Can you widen the barrier!? 
Something terrible will happen if we don’t find Shidou as soon as possible!” 


“I-I understand. ll do my best...... ば 


In response to Kotori's command, Yoshino hurriedly began to operate through 
<Zadkiel>. <Zadkiel> raised its head with the tips of its fur beginning to stand upright. 


Then, at that moment, a terrible “gaaaaaaaah” scream echoed from the distance. 
“Eh?” 


Kotori rounded her eyes at this unexpected situation. 


“H-hey, what are you—” 


Although he was momentarily shocked looking at the three of them, Shidou quickly held 
in his breath. 


There were only four people staying in this mountain hut: Shidou, Origami, Yuzuru, and 
Miku. Although it depended on the weather, in the worst case scenario they would have 
to wait until dawn. 
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Yes—among the Spirits in the hyperactive faction, these three girls were carnivores. 
The three “predators” slowly turned their eyes to Shidou. 
Shidou’s back, which should have been slightly warmer, was now full of cold sweat. 


‘“——Shidou, are you cold? Do you need contact with human skin? How many square 
centimeters do you need?” 


ee I-I’m fine. It’s already warm thanks to Origami igniting the stove......” 


“Proposal. Those wet clothes will keep your body cold. Now let’s take them off to let it 
dry.” 


“N-no, you see, ski clothes are waterproof, so there’s no need to do that...... 


“Then, darling, aren’t you tired from skiing all day? Ill keep watch while you take a 
nap.” 


“M-Miku, are you sleepy? Since I’m awake, don’t you want to take a nap?” 


From the right, Origami, from the left, Yuzuru, and from behind, Miku, everyone softly 
whispered to Shidou 


To be honest, even with the stove on, it was still very cold. He wanted to dry the clothes 
that were dampened by snow and sweat. His body was tired to the point where he would 
fall asleep if he lied down just for a couple of seconds. However, if he did any of that, 
what they would do next under the cause of emergency refuge would be completely 
unpredictable. 


Moreover, it was troublesome that due to a possible tribal preservation instinct, his heart 
was racing faster than usual due to having just experienced a life crisis. Coupled with the 


low judgment caused by hypothermia and drowsiness, it made him feel that he really 
wanted to leave his body to Origami and the others. 


Shidou shook his head to encourage himself and reaffirm his willpower. 
However, as if to scoff at such resistance, Origami pulled on Shidou’s hand. 
“Sure enough, your hand is cold. It’s better to warm up.” 


“O-oh yes, it’s would be good to add some firewood.” 
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“There's a limit to doing that. Leave it to me.” 


After saying that, Origami grabbed Shidou’s hand while slowly pulling down the zipper 
off her ski suit. Then, she guides his hand through her clothes. 


“W-where are you trying to warm my hands?” 

“When hands are cold, it’s effective to pinch them in between the armpits.” 
“Even if it’s like that!” 

Shidou screamed as his face was completely flustered. 


Then, as if remembering something, Yuzuru fetched out what appeared to be packaged 
hard candy from her pockets. 


“Question. Is Shidou hungry?” 
“Huh? Well, it would be a lie to say that I’m not, but...... ” 


After Shidou replied, Yuzuru gave a slight nod as she placed the candy into her mouth. 
Then, after rolling it in her mouth for a few seconds, she opened her mouth. 


“Come, don't be polite.” 


While saying so, she closed her eyes as if anticipating a kiss. Seeing that lascivious look, 
Shidou could help but sweat. 


“N-no...... I’m not hungry. I’m not hungry at all.” 
“Hey, hey, what to do, what to do...... J 
Hearing that gentle melody, Shidou felt his eyelids grow heavier. 


But while listening to that voice, the next words of “Ufufu...... good night Darling” 
arrive at his ears, Shidou forced his eyes open. 


Si Ha! M-Miku! That was a foul trick!” 
“Huh? What’s wrong? It’s fine. Let everyone sleep. P1 keep watch for the night.” 


After seeing Miku say that with a slight demonic smile, Shidou felt his face strained by a 
shudder. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


Anyway, he couldn’t sleep. In this situation, he absolutely couldn’t expose an unguarded 
posture in front of the three of them. 


Having seemingly discovered something, Origami went to the corner of the hut to 
retrieve it. 


“Shidou, there’s a blanket. 一 一 One piece only.” 
Both Yuzuru and Miku reacted to what Origami had said. 


Then, the three of them exchanged glances with each other as they began to force their 
way to Shidou. 


“This will keep you warm.” 

“Agreement. This is the blessing of heaven.” 

“There’s only one way to do this. We can’t be unfair to everyone.” 

“Even for four people, it should fit nicely if we bring our bodies closely together.” 


“Proposal. In order to squeeze out even a little bit more space, we should take off our 
clothes.” 


“Kya! Yuzuru-san has a nice idea!” 


As the three of the finished their negotiations, they all turned their eyes to him. Shidou 
felt his shoulders tremble in fear. 


“Y-you three use the blanket. P11 just use this stove—” 


Just as Shidou spoke, Origami momentarily left the mountain hut, bringing back snow 
from the outside that she then threw into the stove. 


“Hey!?” 


Accompanied by a fizzing sound...... the fire in the stove became completely 
extinguished. Shidou couldn’t help but widen his eyes. 


“W-what are you doing, Origami? Now how will we last until morning?” 
“Low body temperature can lead to low judgment. Origami mistake.” 
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“You look clear headed to me!?” 


“It doesn’t matter. Both the batteries and silver paper remain. There should be no 
problem re-igniting the firewood after taking it out.” 


“A-alright, then let’s hurry up...... 


“But, in order to do this, it will take time for the stove to dry. During that time, we need 
to keep warm.” 


As Origami finished, she spread out the blanket she had picked up. 


Matching that movement, Miku and Yuzuru positioned themselves at both of Origami’s 
sides. 


The three of them pulled the blanket over their shoulders, pulling down their zippers of 
the skis suit and exposing their bare white bosoms as if to beckon Shidou closer. 


“Come, Shidou.” 

“Tempt. Please come here, Shidou.” 

“Come warm up, darling.” 

Origami, Yuzuru, and Miku spoke in turn in a gentle voice. 


In the hut, where the temperature was rapidly dropping without the warmth of the stove, 
this call had an irresistible pull. 


Having experienced the warmth from the stove, Shidou let out a weak gasp. He slowly 
took a step forward, reaching out to the direction of those three like a moth tempted by a 
flame. 
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But at that moment. 


Suddenly, the sound of an earthquake resounded as the mountain hut creaked and 
swayed. 


“W-what happened...... 2 

The sudden anomaly awakened Shidou’s conscious mind, which had begun to become 
blurred. Then, as if to match that terrible sound, the roof of the mountain hut was blown 
away. 

“Hey!?” 

Shidou’s eyes were pried opened. This was impossible. Although the structure was a lot 
simpler than an ordinary house, the roof of this hut was not so simple to be easily 


destroyed. That is 一 一 unless it was caused by a record typhoon. 


But even more bizarre than that, snowfall didn’t pass through the now completely 
exposed roof. 


Instead——a strange thing was seen outside. 
“Ts that...... a snowman...... ae 
Shidou whispered in shock. Yes, a snowman with rabbit-like ears was standing outside. 


The question mark attached onto his face was a matter of course. After all, there was a 
large block of snow at around ten meters. 


“What in the world, this is...... ý 

“—Shidou!” 

A familiar voice was heard as Shidou’s eyesight concentrated onto a single point. 
Looking carefully, that snowman was sitting in front of Tohka and Kotori. Behind it, it 
seemed that Yoshino had manifest <Zadkiel>——at the center, swirling the cold air into a 
whirlpool. 

Shidou quickly understood what was happening now. 

That’s right. Yoshino had used <Zadkiel> to collect all of the snow from the storm and 
shape it into a giant snowman. The evidence for this was how the blizzard was 


continuing on a few hundred meters away. 


Apparently, they had come to help Shidou and the others. In this very crisis, Shidou 
breathed a sigh of relief. 
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However. 
“You- 一 what are you doing, Shidou!” 


Looking at the appearance of Origami and the others in front of him, Kotori raised her 
voice inside out. 


“Yuzuru!? And Origami and Miku as well...... why are you dressed in that form!?” 
paren Wow, t-this sort of arrangement...... it’s not just overwhelming, but also 
completely different.” 


“Something like this...... Shidou-san...... 


“N-no, it’s not like that! This could be described as an emergency refuge or an 
unavoidable circumstance 一 一 " 


Behe Yoshino, let that guy cool his head down.” 
“Okay.” 
“Wait—” 


As <Zadkiel> let out a roar, the pillar of snow above collapsed onto Shidou’s direction. 
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Silver Murderer 


Miku, who merely had a bath towel to cover herself, trembled with her hands while 
watching the spectacle spread before her eyes. 


“Paaaaaaradise?” 
With this strong cry, she quickly took off the towel and jumped into “there”. 
— Towards the large public bath where the naked Spirits had gathered. 


“Hello sisters! P11 now begin to introduce the amazing members of this squad tonight! 
First up is Yuzuru-san! Ah, what a voluptuous bust! This flexibility! This volume! This 
shape! It could be said to be a treasure of this world! Those deep twin mounds that are 
seducing me! Those sinful twin peaks!” 


“Astonishment. What did you suddenly say?” 


“Next up right beside me, the strongest princess Tohka-san! Kya! As expected, Tohka- 
san’s proportions are perfect! There’s no surprise that it should adorned in an art 
exhibition! The perfect hybrid combination of artistic beauty and girlish cuteness 


1? 


“Unu! W-what’s going on, Miku?” 


“Yes, yes, next up is Yuzuru-san’s twin, Kaguya-saaaaan! Kaguya-san’s charm lies in 
balance! That subtle chest that can be firmly grasped in a single hand! A tight belly! A 
deliciously looking ass! Exactly the golden ratio! Golden Yuzuru!” 


“Ts that supposed to be a compliment!?” 


“Well then, the next one is boasted as Miss. Slender among the Spirits, Tobiichi Origami- 
san! The contrast between those toned muscles from the self-defense force and those 
glossy limbs; the nosebleeds won’t stop! Combat medic! Combat medic! Miku has 
already been buried in temptation! A special two-class promotion for her!” 


“Next up is our mascot Yoshino-san! I’m madly in love with that petite but soft and 
flexible body! The potential for growth is undoubtedly S class! Please give me a daily 
growth record!” 


“T-that’s...... の 
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“And it’s finally her turn! The small commander, Itsuka ° still growing・Kotori! The 
delicate skin of adolescence is also very dazzling! And that pre-mature body different 
from Yoshino-san is also very eye-catching!” 


“You seem to be in high spirits...... 
“And the finale is Natsumi-san! I can’t help but feel a delicate charm that would break 
when embraced! Oh, I want to trace my tongue against those faintly discernible lines one 
“Disgusting.....why are you saying it in that order. Hey, what is with that order?” 

“Fuha 一 一 " 

Not long after being surrounded by everyone, Miku let out a satisfied smile...... while 
floating at the center of bath where everyone was soaking in the hot water. In return, 
everyone in the surroundings turned around to see that vulgar smile. It seemed to be 
quite the blissful look. Seeing this situation, everyone finally breathed out a sigh of 
relief. 

Right now the Spirits were not in the large Spirit mansion where they lived, but rather in 
the large open baths of a cottage nestled away in the snowy mountains. Originally, there 
was an outdoor bath nearby, but they had to rely on the indoor variant due to the 


unfortunate circumstance caused by the sudden blizzard. 


“That being said...... you sure are energetic Miku, even though that incident just 
happened yesterday.” 


Kotori spoke while half-closing her eyes. Yesterday, while in the middle of skiing, Miku 
fell into a dire situation while preventing a young girl from falling down a cliff. 


Fortunately, thanks to everyone’s help nothing major happened, although her feet ought 
to be still sprained. 


“Ah, such a scratch is nothing in front of the healing aura drifting from everyone.” 
As she said that, Miku’s hands began to shake 


“Certainly, it seems to look like that. Your skin does look more glossy and rosy after 
taking a bath.” 


“Ah, so you understand?” 


As Miku spoke while stroking her own cheek, Kotori helplessly shrugged her shoulders 
in response. 
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After washing for a while, Tohka shook her head and left the public bath. 
“Did you stay in a little bit too long? You look kind of dizzy.” 

“Ara, are you okay?” 

“Umu...... it’s nothing important. I’ll head out first.” 

“Alright, then you should head to bed first.” 


Miku spoke while waving her hand. Some of the Spirits smiled wryly, while others 
slanted their heads in confusion. 


— Then, ten minutes after Tohka had left. The Spirits who remained in the bathhouse 
rose from the open public bath and changed into their home clothes before returning 
back to the cottage. 

At that moment, Shidou’s figure appeared stepping out after also finishing bathing. 
“Ah, Shidou.” 

“Ah, has Kotori and everyone also finished bathing as well?” 

“Un—say, where is Tohka?” 

As Kotori asked, Shidou slanted his head while letting out an “hmm” sound. 

“T didn’t see her. Perhaps, she’s fallen asleep?” 


“I. go check.” 


As Shidou spoke, Yoshino gently nodded. The rabbit puppet “Yoshinon on her left hand 
also matched that corresponding rhythm in agreement. 


“We’ll go take a look.” 

ps eens if Yoshino is going, PI also...... 
In response to that, Natsumi raised her voice. Yoshino replied back with a “thank you, 
Natsumi-san.” Afterwards, Natsumi hastily dragged her redden face away from been 


seen. 


Yoshino, Natsumi, and Yoshino, the two of them climbed upstairs and walked through 
the corridor to Tohka’s room. 


“Tohka-san...... are you okay?” 
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ee Are you asleep? We’re opening the door.” 

The two of them spoke in turn as they turned the entrance to the room. 

And then.’ 

“——K jyaaaaaaaah!?” 

“Gyaaaaaaaaaaaah!” 

Looking into the room, the two of them let out a terrible scream simultaneously. 
“W-what's wrong?” 

Noticing the abnormal situation, everyone raised their heads and rushed upstairs. 
“What happened, you two. —!?” 

Then—looking into the contents of the room through the open door, everyone froze. 


But that was a natural response. After all, the world spread before their eyes were 
smeared with red blood. 


There was the sensation of the world transforming through opening a single door. Blood 
splashed on the walls of the room, floor, ceiling, and center where Tohka was laying. 


“T-Tohka!?” 
“W-what is this...... what the hell is going on!?” 
Oscillation propagated to everyone who saw this scene. 


However, this was only the prologue to the tragedy of blood that will be held tonight. 


や 


The sounds of the door being violently struck intermingled with that of the intense 
snowstorm. 


As that noise entered the room, the faces of each person in the room turned shivered as 
their faces turned pale. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


But this was nothing strange. After all, a terrifying murderer feared by the world had 
come knocking on this door, 


—At first, no one took it seriously. 


A murderer who had escaped from prison had sneaked into this mountain in the past, 
each time targeting tourists during a snowstorm when they couldn’t escape. 


Whoever listened to that would have regarded this as an urban legend or a poorly timed 
joke. Indeed, it was something that everyone would laugh after hearing it. 


However, a few hours later, on the second floor, the corpse of a girl stained with blood 
was found. 


The window of the room was smashed open from the outside and as large traces of 
footprints was left on the floor. 
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The other guests staying in the cottage flew into a panic. That is of course. The murderer 
who killed a girl may still be lurking inside the building. 


However, there was the blizzard outside. If they ran outside now, they would freeze to 
death while halfway descending down the mountain. 


During the process of thinking this, one by one the other guest could be killed now. 


And now—the murderer was wildly kicking against the door of the room where 
everyone had gathered. 


A barricade could be formed against the door through the sofa and bookshelves in this 
room, but it was unknown how long such things could be used to keep things at bay. In 
fact, from the other side of the door, the creaking and swaying sound resounded 
incessantly. 

But after a few seconds, the sounds from the other side came to a stop. 


Could it be that this person returned back to the mountains...... ? 


At that moment where such a hope grew in everyone’s hearts, a huge shadow appeared 
on the window of the room— 


>? 


“Found theeeeeeem! 
“Owah!?” 
“Gyaah!” 


Kaguya’s unexpected loud shout in the midst of this story caused Shidou and the girls’ 
shoulders to sharply tremble. 


Everyone was gathered in a room with the lights turned off and the only source of 
illumination being a single flashlight. With a snowstorm blowing outside the window, the 
situation was equivalent to that of Kaguya’s ghost story. 


Of course, the landscape right now was not the usual Tenguu City within the Tokyo 
metropolitan area where Shidou and the rest of the girls lived. 


They were currently in a cottage room located on a snowy mountain. Shidou’s group had 
taken advantage of the brief rest day to come skiing on the mountain slopes. 
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Since they had to return to the cottage earlier due to bad weather, Kaguya had gathered 
everyone together in a single room to do something interesting, using skillfully a 
flashlight to begin detailing a ghost story. 


|? 


PAT ues d-don’t scream out of nowhere, Kaguya! You startled me 


With sweat marking her entire face, Kotori desperately tried to conceal a composed look 
with all of her might. She may seem to think that she achieved it, but it was clear from 
her looks that she didn’t. Incidentally, Kotori wasn’t good at dealing with these sorts of 
ghost stories. 


“U-umu, that surprised me.” 

aus was scared.” 

Likewise, Tohka had rounded her eyes in surprise and Yoshino was slightly shivering 
from her shoulders. Perhaps after seeing this look, Kaguya smirked as she crossed her 
arms in satisfaction. 

“Kuku...... was my tale too powerful for you? However, that was inevitable. The story 
that I recite is a powerful kotodama. It is a demonic technique to manifest the fallacies of 


the world of the dead onto the present world.” 


However, in contrast to them, the people on the right side of the room were not disturbed 
at all. 


“Ufufu, really, it is scary, is it not?” 

Re は That, uh, well.” 

“Sarcastic laugh. It’s surprising that Kaguya is telling a ghost story.” 

Origami listened to the story to the very end without moving a single facial muscle. 
Miku seemed to have not paid much attention to story while watching with pleasure at 
the others’ reactions. Natsumi looked away as if already knowing how the story would 
end. And, as for Yuzuru, she look on intently at Kaguya while letting out a small 
Soraa puha” giggle. 


“W-what’s the matter with you......” 


“Recollection. In a previous test of courage match, I remember you beginning to cry 
midway and clinging onto Yuzuru.” 


“H-hey, Yuzuru!?” 
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Kaguya raised her voice as her face reddened. However, Yuzuru continued on while 
giggling. 

“Conjecture. This story certainly sounds like this. During the day, you heard this story 
from the locals and it scared you too much to the point where you can’t go to the 
bathroom at night alone anymore. And so, you gathered everyone together here so you 
would have the excuse of going along with someone else.” 

“What...... what are you talking about? Of course that’s not why! I can go to the toilet 


alone! But if there’s someone who can’t, then I might consider accompanying her, that’s 
all....... ý 


“Smile...... sure enough Kaguya is the scared one. Tomorrow, there may be a spectacular 
world map drawn on Kaguya’s bed.” 


Haai who is going sketch that!?” 


Kaguya sprung towards her, but Yuzuru dodged with ease and left the room. Kaguya 
immediately kicked off against the floor and went out to the hall to chase after her. 


“Wait a minute, Yuzuruuuuuu!” 

“Flight. Escape is victory.” 

The sounds of shrill footsteps echoed from the hallway. Since this was a cottage prepared 
for by <Ratatoskr>, there were no other guests that could be disturbed. But the two of 
them did pay any attention to the inconveniences they may cause. Shidou let out a huge 
sigh. 

“Really, the same as ever.” 

While saying that with a shrug, he placed his hands on his knees to stand up. 


“Well, it’s almost time for dinner. I suppose they’ll calm down after being hungry.” 


Then, as Shidou tried to leave the room, the hem of his clothes were unexpectedly 
pinched. 一 一 It was Kotori. 


“Hmm? What’s wrong, Kotori?” 
ronlar No, well.” 


Kotori bashfully took a small look at everyone before bringing her mouth close to his ear 
in a low tone. 
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After dinner, Shidou was walking down the corridor besides Tohka, who was rubbing her 
stomach in satisfaction. 


Although it was still a cottage, the place where Shidou and the others were staying was 
still quite spacious. Structure A and B, each of the two floors were connected together in 
the form an L shape with the number of rooms exceed ten. As a result, there was a 
considerable distance to walk returning from the dining room that served as a shared 
space. 


“Fuu...... it was really delicious, Shidou. What sort of food was that?” 


On the way back, Tohka asked while recalling the meal earlier. Shidou bent his neck to 
the side. 


“That?” 
“Yes that. The one that looked like white soup.” 


“Oh, the clam chowder. It’s like a stew with shellfish. If you like, I'll make it for you 
next time.” 


“Ooh, really!” 


Upon hearing Shidou’s words, Tohka’s eyes glimmered. Shidou nodded with a small 
smile on his face. 


As the two of them were walking while exchanging such a conversation, a small voice 
was heard coming from the side. 


M Kinsmen, respond to my call.” 
“Hmm?” 
Glancing around, they saw Kaguya hiding in the corner of the hallway. Shrinking back 


her shoulders, it seemed that she was trying to avoid the glances of others as she made an 
small gesture to the two of them. 


As Shidou and Tohka looked at each other, they heeded the signs and approached closer. 
Afterwards, they were guided to Kaguya’s room. 
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After closing the door with a bang, Kaguya suddenly turned around and spread out her 
hands in an exaggerated manner. 


“Well done in responding to my summons, my strongest kinsmen!” 
“Muu?” 
leah Uh, w-well what’s the matter?” 


As Tohka and Shidou tilted their necks in curiosity, Kaguya cleared her throat with a 
cough before continuing. 


Makes Indeed, if I may be so bold to ask the two of you for a request.” 


“A request?” 


After hearing that explanation, Shidou greatly opened his eyes in surprise. 
“ーー 一 Let everyone believe that the “snowy mountain murderer” actually exists?” 
“Hmm...... what does that mean?” 


“So, there’s the ghost story I told a while ago, right? I want to make it look real to scare 
them all.” 


“W-why would you go to those extremes...... i 


“That’s obvious, is it not? To scare Origami, Miku, and Yuzuru...... ! I want to make 
them understand that it’s normal to be scared if something terrifying happens......! 


As Shidou bitterly smiled, Kaguya suddenly bowed her head down in plea. 


“Please! Please aid me! Such a thing...... I can only ask you two, my fellow kinsman! 
Think of it as doing me a favor......! 
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Seeing that plea, Shidou and Tohka looked at each other’s faces, hesitating for a while 
before finally agreeing. 


“It can’ be helped, but only for this time.” 
“Well, it’s rare for Kaguya to ask for something so insistently...... 
“! Really!? Thank you!” 


Taking grasp of both Shidou and Tohka’s hands, Kaguya spoke while looking very 
exuberant. 


— Time returned back to the present. 


Tohka’s room had been dyed red with fake blood, exposing a terrifying sight. ...... It was 
exactly as Kaguya had ordered but one could not help but think that they splashed more 
blood than necessary. In this atrocious scene, if blood had actually been shed, than it was 
clear that the carotid artery had been ripped apart. Cleaning this up afterwards was going 
to be quite the hassle. 


Well anyway, neither Shidou nor Kaguya thought that this would be enough to fool 
everyone. Maybe they could trick Yuzuru and Miku with this, but it was unthinkable that 
Kotori and Origami would be deceived by something as simple as this. In fact, Tohka 
was not dead, merely just lying down on the floor while stained with blood. If one were 
to place their hands against her neck or wrist, the masquerade would be discovered in 
seconds. In fact it was better to say that if one paid closer attention from this position, the 
subtle movements of Tohka’s chest moving up and down could still be seen. 


However, that did not worry Kaguya. If someone got close to Tohka, she would simply 
jump back to life to startle them. 


Additionally, Kaguya had already snuck in a piece of paper saying “Great success!” in 
her pocket. In short, if they could surprise everyone just for a moment, she would be 
satisfied. 


As Shidou gave a wink as a signal, the corners of Kaguya’s lips changed into a smile. 
Gen It was as if she was saying, “This is proceeding well”. 


The only thing missing was Kotori, Origami, or preferably Yuzuru, approaching to 
confirm if Tohka was alive or not before they achieve the goal of loudly scaring 


everyone. Even from this position, Kaguya’s feelings of excitement could be clearly felt. 


—However. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


“Tyaaaaah! Tohka-san!?” 


For some reason, contrary to Shidou and Kaguya’s expectations, things began to advance 
with no one questioning the situation. 


“Huh? No this...... everyone?” 


Kaguya pointed to Tohka with sweat dripping down her cheeks, but no one was listening. 
Origami opened her mouth with a very serious look. 


“Calm down, we must not alter the crime scene. There may still be traces of the 
criminal.” 


“Shudder. The criminal?” 
“T don’t know who exactly. But this is clearly murder. Tohka was killed by a third party.” 


“No, wait Origami. Is it better to confirm first if she’s dead? Perhaps, she’s still 


うう 


Shidou said as if prompting her to do so, but Origami placed her hands on his shoulder 
and gently shook her head slowly sideways. 


“I understand that you don’t want to accept this. But we cannot divert our eyes from 
reality.” 


“No, this...... 2 

“Ha...... c-could it be!?” 

Interrupting Shidou’s words, Kotori trembled from her shoulders. 

“The snowy mountain killer...... i 

After Kotori whispered that name, everyone else strained their faces in fright. 
“A-are you referring to...... 
“The fugitive spoke of by Kaguya-san...... va 
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“Well...... I can only think so.” 


“Doubt. However, Tohka is a Spirit. I can’t believe that a human would be able to kill her 
so easily.” 


“I think so as well. But the reality of this is that Tohka has been killed. Surely this 
murderer has acquired physical strength beyond that of an ordinary human from 
surviving so long in these mountains.” 

“Something like that...... ý 

Yoshino pursed her eyebrows into a"/\" shape from the unease. With also a steep look, 
Kotori took out her cell phone from her pocket, frowning while operating through the 
screen. 

“Ku...... there’s no connection. Is something jamming the signal...... hae 

“No way.” 


Origami held her breath, suddenly leaving the room and running down the hall. 


A few minutes later, Origami had returned back with a thin layer of snow accumulated 
on her head and shoulders. 


“Where did you go, Origami?” 


“T went to check on the parking lot. 一 一 The tires of the van we came here have been 
punctured by some kind of sharp object.” 


“What...... 12% 


Everyone raised a voice of bewilderment at the new hopeless information brought forth 
suddenly. 


Shidou and Kaguya also raised a voice of confusion in another sense. 


As Shidou silently look towards Kaguya, who then vigorously shook her head as if to 
say, 1t wasn’t me!” 


With a pale look on their faces, the Spirits gathered in chairs surrounding the crackling 
fireplace. 


After that, an awkward silence flowed for a while. Only Miku’s sobbing voice was 
echoing around. 
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But that was natural after all. Tohka, who until recently been happily talking to everyone, 
had ended up in such a manner. Moreover, it was possible that the killer was still within 
the vicinity. It wasn’t strange at all for everyone to fall into confusion because of sadness 
and fear. 


Shades So, what are we going to do now.....” 

The one who broke the silence was Kotori. Despite her fingertips still trembling slightly, 
she was trying to put up a strong front while looking towards the faces of everyone 
present. 


Then, responding to that, Yuzuru raised her hand slightly. 


“Suggestion. If it’s true that there is a snowy mountain killer, we should flee from here 
right now.” 


“If that were possible, I would like to do that. But that would be impossible. It would be 
difficult to walk in this violent snowstorm and with the tires punctured as well...... Š 


“T-then does that mean...... we are trapped in this cottage with a murderer running 
around?” 


While listening to what Natsumi had said, the Spirits’ faces grew more desperate. 
Looking at this situation, Kaguya folded her arms while averting her gaze. 


From the point of view of those around her, it looked like she was deep in thought or she 
had succumbed to fear. But Shidou, who siting right behind her, saw perfectly how 
Kaguya’s face had stiffened. 

Truth be told, neither Shidou nor Kaguya had intended for things to escalate to this point. 
But everyone had taken this more seriously than imagined. Between this and how things 
continued to progress, they had finally reached a point where they couldn’t turn back. 
Without appearing to understand what Kaguya was thinking, Origami raised her voice. 
“Then, we can only confront the enemy.” 

“Confront...... I3 

“It’s true that the enemy is an abnormal person who managed to kill Tohka. But I do not 
think there is a human capable of winning against this many Spirits. If we are prepared 


and do not let down our guard, it should be impossible to kill us.” 


“That’s true...... it’s just like Origami says.” 
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Kotori nodded in response to Origami’s words, and then stood up after stretching her 
cheeks to re-group her mind. 


“——Let’s all sleep here tonight, everyone. We ll mount a lookout through a shift system 
until morning. Understood? Don’t despair. If we can hold on until the snowstorm passes, 
we can escape.” 


As Kotori clenched her fist tightly as she spoke, the others nodded in agreement. 


“Well then, let’s start preparing. Let’s divided and gather all of the necessary things we 
need. But no one should act alone; we'll work together in two man groups. 一 一 Miku and 
Natsumi will gather food and water; Kaguya and Shidou will get the sleeping bags for 
everyone; Yoshino and Yuzuru, can you make space in front of the fireplace for everyone 
to sleep?” 


Dales Huh? Why did you pair me with Miku as if it were something natural?” 


“In my room, I have already prepared a weapon for self-defense; a reserve 9 mm 
handgun and its bullets.” 


Pets Origami, I wanted to ask you before, but do you know about the Swords and 
Firearms Control Law?” 


“Of course.” 


It seemed like Natsumi wanted to say something. But perhaps understanding that now 
was not the time to be capricious; she swallowed her words in silence. 


1 


After watching this, Kotori let out an “alright!” as she placed her hand against her waist. 
“Let’s begin now. Be careful everyone.” 


After everyone nodded, they separated into the newly established groups and scattered 
within the cottage. 


“L-let’s go, we’re counting on you too, Shidou, Kaguya.” 
“Uh, a-ah...... hey Kotori.” 
“Shidou. ...... let’s all escape here together, right?” 
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た Ph Ehh, oh that’s right.” 


As Kotori looked at him directly in the eyes, Shidou replied back in an ambiguous 
manner. 


With no other choice, he walked down to the next hall with Kaguya. 
es Uhh, Shidou.” 


As soon as they reached a place far from the other’s eyes, Kaguya began to speak in a 
low voice. 


RS What should we do?” 
“That’s what I want to know.” 
Shidou sighed while scratching his cheek. 


“Anyway, if we’re going to tell the truth, it’s better to do it as soon as possible. The 
longer this spreads the more difficult it will be to confess.” 


“Yeah...... you’re right. I think I’m already satisfied seeing Yuzuru and others’ scared 
faces. And Tohka would surely be bored if we leave her alone for too long...... huh?” 


Suddenly, Kaguya turned to the direction of the window, twisting her head curiously. 
“Hey, just now did something just happen outside?” 
“Huh?” 


Upon hearing that, Shidou turned to the window. However, the only thing that could be 
seen was the snowstorm blowing almost horizontally. 


“I can’t see anything...... hey. Don’t tell me you’re intending to scare me as well?” 
“No, that wasn’t my intention...... uhh, it must have been my imagination.” 


After scratching her cheek with her finger, Kaguya let out a sigh along with a small, 
“well, forget it.” 


“More importantly, let’s hurry and get those sleeping bags.” 
“Hmm? Weren’t you going to confess everything?” 


“I’m going to. But sleeping all together seems fun. And besides, even if I tell the truth, I 
thought that maybe the others would be afraid to sleep in their rooms alone...... ý 
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meee Hey, don’t tell me that you were scared by your own performance.” 


After hearing what Shidou had said with his eyes half-closed, Kaguya flushed her cheeks 
in a deep red hue. 


‘“Don—don’t take me for a fool! Of course that’s not it!” 
“Yes, yes, I understand, I understand.” 
SNUU do you really understand?” 


As Kaguya casted a suspicious look, Shidou extended out the palms of his hands as if to 
calm her down. 


Then, at that moment. 


From the direction of the kitchen, a loud noise was heard before a shrill scream echoed 
throughout the cottage. 


“Ki-kiyaaaaaaaaaaaah!” 
bo Oe ugyaaaaaaaah!” 

It was the voices of Miku and Natsumi, whom had gone looking for water and food. 
Upon hearing that unexpected heartbreaking scream, Shidou and Kaguya reflexively 
turned to each other’s eyes. 

“Wha, what was that...... Ze 

“Did a cockroach appear? ...... No, this is too much for just that.” 

“Anyway, let's go first.” 

“Ah...... yeah!” 

Shidou, along with Kaguya, ran towards the source of that noise. 

Along the way, they ran into Yoshino, and Yuzuru, who had been making preparations in 
the space where everyone had gathered beforehand. It seemed that the two of them were 
also drawn by that noise. 

“Yoshino, Yuzuru!” 

“Shidou...... san!” 

“Guide. Over here, let’s hurry.” 
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After saying that, Yuzuru ran into the kitchen—but then her feet came to a sudden stop. 
As for the reason for that, Shidou, who followed suit after her, quickly understood. 

The back of the kitchen where emergency food was stockpiled...... 

That place...... was dyed red with fresh blood. 

“U-uwaaaaaaaaaaaah!” 

Shidou’s eyes popped open widely as he let out a scream. 


A corner of the kitchen had become a literally sea of blood. And in the center there 
were—the familiar silhouette of two girls lying there. 


One was Miku. The other was Natsumi. 

There was no doubt. They were the Spirits who had just been talking with Shidou. 
After seeing them in this unrecognizable state, Shidou’s teeth creaked. 

“This got to be a lie...... right?” 

“W-what is this.....what the hell is this...... who the hell did this...... ?” 


Just like Shidou, Kaguya moaned while holding her hand against her head in confusion. 
Then, Yuzuru, with her face marked by a frown, answered back to him. 


“Identification. What are you saying, Kaguya. ...This is obviously the snowy mountain 
killer.” 


“Wha—!” 


Listening to Yuzuru, Shidou and Kaguya widened their eyes as they looked towards each 
other. 


It’s true, just as Yuzuru had said, this atrocious scene before their eyes at this time was 
remarkable similar to the one they saw a few moments ago in Tohka’s room. There was a 
huge amount of blood as if carotid artery had been completely severed and corpses fresh 
with wet blood. The glass window at the back of the kitchen was also broken with snow 
blowing loudly outside. 


However, that was impossible. Such a thing could not be. Shidou and Kaguya exchanged 
a conversation through a glance. 
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Yes, what had happened in Tohka’s room was a prank crafted by Shidou and Kaguya, a 
so called fake murder case. 


There was no such thing as a snowy mountain murderer. 


—But, if that was the case, then what the hell was happening before their eyes right 
now? 


“W-what does this mean, Kaguya?” 
“I-I don’t know. Even if you were to ask me...... 


While Shidou and Kaguya were talking in a low voice, the sound of someone running 
came from behind them. 


Shidou was on guard for a moment—but he immediately recognized soon that it was 
Kotori and Origami. They had likely heard Miku and Natsumi’s cry and come running 
here. 


“Shidou, what is—....... p 

Before she finished speaking, Kotori covered her mouth. 

“Miku, Natsumi...... it can’t be...... ” 

De This place is dangerous, we better return to where we were before.” 

Origami’s eyebrows faintly twitched just a little as she said that. It was not as if she was 
completely unaffected by this. But since she was a former member of the JSDF, she 
could organize in her mind what should be given priority at this moment. 


“Y-yes...... that’s...... right.” 


Miku and Natsumi found their end at the hands of a murderer that shouldn’t exist. The 
meaning behind that unknown fact still lingered in his head. 


But the fact that he could keep standing here was the only fact that he understood. After 
aligning his hands to pray before Miku and Natsumi's corpses, in accordance to 
Origami’s orders, he took Yoshino’s hand, as she was still paralyzed from shock, and 
returned back to the shared space. 


The space in front of the fireplace had been cleared thanks to the work of Yoshino and 
Yuzuru. And not only that, the chairs were arranged in their surroundings to resemble a 
simple barricade. As Shidou and the others passed through this and approached the 
fireplace, he finally let out a sigh. 
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Origami, while surveying the area without lowering her guard, made a clicking metallic 
sound from the 9 mm in her hands. 


‘“——Anyway, all we can do is resisting here until the snowstorm passes.” 
“That’s right.” 


After saying that, Kotori, just like Origami, got into position looking through the 
peephole with a pistol in her hands. 


“Kotori...... you can use a gun?” 


Witnessing this unknown side from his little sister at this unexpected moment caused 
Shidou to be even more bewildered. 


But that feeling wasn’t limited to just Shidou. The confusion that Kaguya showed after 
having seen the corpses of Miku and Natsumi a few moments ago was more than 


obvious to him than anyone else watching from the side. 


“Hey, are you okay, Kaguya?” 


Kaguya clenched her head as her shoulders trembled weakly. 


dbase: Why, Miku and Natsumi...... m-maybe because I said that...... ? Because I told the 
story of the snowy mountain killer, it has become reality.....?” 


“Kaguya!” 

Hearing Shidov’s loud scream, Kaguya shook her shoulders in fright. 
“That sort of thing has no connection to this, right? Cheer up Kaguya.” 
“Ah......yeah, sorry...... 
Kaguya nodded weakly. 


And then, at that instant, the light that illuminated their surroundings suddenly began to 
flicker. 
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After a few seconds, the lights went completely dark. 

““W-what!? What happened!?” 

“Shudder. A blackout...... ?” 

Disturbed, everyone began looking around their surroundings in fright. 

Luckily, due to being in front of the fireplace, Shidou and the others were not in 
complete darkness. Thanks to the light of the burning flames, their surroundings were 
dimly illuminated. 

However, the intensity of those flames could not compare to that of electrical light. There 
was only a small range visible. With darkness seeping into the corridors leading up the 
staircase, the peeping abyss stroked everyone’s fears. 

“Why at such timing...... 
“Ku...... wait a moment. I’m going to use the light from my cell phone.” 


Then, just as Shidou said that while reaching into his pocket...... 


From the end of the corridor, something resembling the faint sound of footsteps was 
heard. 


“Don’t move.” 


Kotori and Origami issued out a warning while pointing the barrel of their loaded pistols 
towards the direction of that sound. 


However, the source of those footsteps did not stop. Slowly, but surely, those disturbing 
footprints resonated with the sound of something heavy being dragged on the floor. 


As “that” arrived at the distance illuminated by the fireplace—the strange figure was 
exposed to Shidou and the others’ eyes. 


At a stature of about 2 meters, the figure was the person was covered by a tattered cloak. 
His face was completely covered by a hood and couldn’t be perceived. But even then, 
from time to time again, agitated breathing was heard escaping from his mouth. In his 
hand, he held a huge blood-covered ax whose tip was dragged against the floor. 


“Uwaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!?” 


“Kiyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!?” 
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“W -who is thissssssssss!?” 


The moment they saw that appearance, which could only be described as bizarre, Shidou 
and the others let out a frightened cry. 


The strange figure—the snowy mountain killer shook his body as if responding to those 
screams, raising his face slowly as he began to accelerate his pace towards Shidou and 
the others. 


“Stop and freeze.” 


Despite Origami’s warning, the killer didn’t stop moving. After Origami clicked against 
her tongue, she lower the muzzle a little to aim at the murderer’s feet. 


Bang! A dry sound echoed. However, even after this sound resonated, the murderer did 
not stop his momentum. 


“What” 


Origami held her breath as she fired for a second and third time. At that moment, 
Kotori’s shoulder shook as she also pulled the trigger. 


Countless shots rang inside the cottage——but the murderer still would not stop. 

Even though it was dark, it was difficult to imagine that Origami and Kotori missed all 
of their shots at such a close range. No, before that, even assuming if they were 
mistaken, a normal person would have been frightened by the sound of bullets and 
probably flee. 

And yet, the killer not only did not stop, but he also accelerated his steps stalkingly 
towards them. It as if he could not perceive any pain from the bullets making contact 
with his body. 


“Shidou, we’ll stop him here. Take the others and run.” 


Origami, while not neglecting her gaze towards the murderer closely approaching them, 
changed the magazine of her weapon skillfully as she spoke. 


“B-but.” 


“Stop talking and leave at once! The two of us can escape more easily than you guys. 
Take care of Yoshino and the others!” 


Hearing that, Shidou furrowed his brow. 
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“Consent. Thank you, Kotori, Master Origami.” 
Yoshino, Kaguya, and Yuzuru all replied back as they followed Shidou’s lead. 


They escaped through the shared space by pushing the chairs away as they entered the 
darken corridor. Behind them, the sounds of noisy gunshots and a swinging axe echoed. 


“K yaaaaaah!” 


A few seconds later, Origami and Kotori’s screams could be heard. After that, no more 
sound come be heard coming from behind them. 


“——Origami, Kotori!” 

No, to say that no sound could be heard...... would be a mistake. From the other side of 
the darkness, the sound of the killer’s footsteps and the dragged axe could once more be 
heard. 
“P-perhaps...... 


Yoshino let out an anxious voice. He understood what she was thinking immediately. 
But—Shidou tightly held against her shoulders to prevent her from continuing. 


ea Everything is fine. It’s Origami and Kotori, right? There’s no way that the two of 
them were defeated. Surely, they must have managed to escape as well.” 


After hearing what Shidou had said, Yoshino delicately raised her eyebrows for a second 
but then shook her head as if to dissuade herself from those thoughts. 


“Encourage. In any case, we have to flee now.” 
“Yes—!” 


After nodding back, they ran across the hallway to escape from the footsteps pursuing 
them. 


However, wide as it may be, a cottage was still a cottage. Shidou and the girls soon ran 
into a dead end. 
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“Ku...... the corridor ends here.....! 
“! Shidou, look here, there’s a room here!” 


Kaguya said while pointing to the wall on the left. Although it was left unnoticed 
because of the darkness, there was certainly a door there. 


Fleeing into a room was also trapped oneself into a dead end in other words. But now 
was not the time to be saying such things. While listening to the footsteps of the slowly 
approaching assassin, Shidou pushed the door open and guided the Spirits inside. 
“Hurry, in here!” 

After he finally entered himself, Shidou quickly locked the door. 

But obviously, they couldn’t relax with just that. Shidou and the girls moved the shelves, 
chairs, sofa, and anything that could be found in the room to form a barricade blocking 
the door. 


Then, a few seconds later, the footsteps stopped in front of the door— 


Dang! The sound of metal striking against wood resonated. Each time this resounded, the 
door and furniture leaning against it began to stir slightly. 


“It’s okay. Everything will be fine......! 
While not taking his eyes off the shaking door, Shidou put his hands on the girls’ 


shoulders to reassure them. Each time the sound of the axe struck the sound, everybody’s 
bodies trembled slightly. 


Although he said that everything was fine, at this rate the door would be destroyed 
sooner or later. What should he do— 


As Shidou was thinking desperately of what to do, the sound of the door being shattered 
suddenly stopped. 


The sound of the footsteps gradually receded as if marking the disappearance of the 
presence of the murderer from the other side of the door. 


“Suspicion. What happened?” 
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Kaguya and Yuzuru both spoke stupefied with their eyes wide open. Yoshinon, perched 
on Yoshino’s left hand, adopted a similar pose while tilted its neck exaggeratingly. 


“Perhaps he gave up because the door wouldn’t open~?” 


His shoulders began to shake as if remembering something. 

“Wait a moment...... hey Kaguya, do you remember the story you told before dinner?” 
“Huh? Y-yes. But what about it?” 

“Well...... if I remember correctly, this looks just like the end of that story—” 

Then, just as Shidou was talking...... 

Outside of the window positioned right of Shidou and the others, a huge shadow 
appeared. At the next moment, crash! Accompanying that thunderous noise, the glass on 
the window was shattered. 

“Hii —!” 

Frightened by that noise, Kaguya hugged Shidou hastily. 

“Kaguya, are you alright?” 

“Pm fine! I-I'm not afraid! Even if I die......I'll be fine while I’m with Shidou!” 
Kaguya screamed with her eyes full of tears. 

As if guided by those screams, the assassin began to move his feet slowly——at the 
moment of arriving at Shidou and the others’ eyes; he slowly raised the axe carried by 


his hand. 


Faced with this overwhelming terror, Kaguya raised a scream that could pierce anyone's 
eardrums. 


“Kya— 
“K yaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!”’ 
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And then 一 一 im sync with that scream, a torrent of wind swirled throughout the room, 
becoming a compressed whirlpool shot out at the killer's direction. 


Taking furniture and other things that were in the room, tearing the floors and roof, the 
violent flow of wind ripped through the wall of the room. It seems that a part of the 
reiryoku had flowed in the opposite direction due to the destabilization of the mental 
State. 

And it seems that even the murderer could not bear against this. The huge silhouette was 
sent flying by the wind, along with the wall, and was left with arms and feet extended on 
the snowfield where the snowstorm continued to fall. 

“I S-shidou-san, look!” 

Looking surprised, Yoshino pointed towards the fallen murderer. 

“Huh? What—ahhh!” 


After seeing that, Shidou opened his eyes wide in amazement. 


Due to the snowstorm, the ragged coat that wrapped around the killer's body unraveled 
and what was hidden inside was revealed to everyone...... 


Those who were lying there unconsciousness were Miku and Natsumi, with latter on the 
shoulders of the former. 


“Miku...... Natsumi? What does this mean? Weren’t the two of you...... 
“Ah, it got exposed.” 


As Shidou was left astonished, from the other side of the wall with the improved 
landscape, Kotori and Origami showed their faces. 


“Huh? Ha...... vs 


Shidou let out a clumsy voice. 


や 


“——Fverything was a joke!?” 


Afterwards, while waiting for Miku and Natsumi to regain consciousness, Shidou raised 
a disarrayed voice as the situation was being explained. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 





“That’s right.” 

Kotori continued on while shrugging her shoulders. 

“After dinner, by chance I ended up listening to your conversation with Kaguya. How 
you wanted to fake a crime scene and scare us, am I right? I thought it was necessary for 
a little bit of punishment for children thinking up of such mischief.” 


“T-then what about Tohka too...... 2 や 


“That was obvious. It was a poor murder scene. And to begin with, Spirits can’t be 
defeated that easily.” 


After hearing what Kotori had said with her eyes-half closed, Kaguya averted her gaze 
uncomfortably with a small “ugh...... F 


“Did everyone know...... l 


“No, not all of them. Yoshino and Yuzuru shouldn’t have known. I’m sorry for involving 
you two.” 


“Pm sorry...... Yoshino...... 
y 


Natsumi shrugged, looking very embarrassed. In response, Yoshino waved her hand as if 
saying “No, don’t worry”. 


“It’s okay. More importantly, I’m glad that Natsumi-san and the others were safe and 
sound.” 


“Yoshino...... 


Natsumi revealed a moved expression as she tried to approach Yoshino. But her path was 
blocked by Miku. 


“Aaah, Yoshino-san is so gentle ~! I can’t believe how much you were worried about 
me!” 


While watching the exchange from the sidelines, Kotori slightly pricked Kaguya’s nose. 


“Do you understand the feelings of those who are scared? If with this you’ve learned 
your lesson, stop doing so many pranks, alright?” 
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Kaguya made a bitter face while looking frustrated for a moment, but then let out a big 
sigh as if having given up. 


“Very well—I have to apologize as well. We might have overdone it a little. It wasn’t 
our intention to scare you to the point of reiryoku reversing in the opposite direction.” 


Kotori said that while gently caressing Kaguya’s head. 

But at that moment, Kaguya’s eyebrows twitched as if she remembered something. 
“As for that...... ” 

While saying that, she gently moved her gaze...... towards Yuzuru’s direction. 


“The one that sent Miku and Natsumi flying at that moment, I think it wasn’t me, 


Yuzuru pulled her face away, trying to look away from Kaguya’s gaze. But her 
shuddering face was stopped in its tracks with both of Kaguya’s hands. 


“Hey, Yuzuru? Remind me who was the one at that moment who forgot to say her little 
phrase before speaking and raised such an adorable scream ~.” 


Kaguya said with a malicious smile while looking strangely cheerful. 
“Unknown. I do not understand what you're talking about, Kaguya.” 


“Hey, what’s the problem? If you were scared, why not admit it? Nobody would blame 
you, right Yuzuru?” 


“Refuse. Let me go.” 

“Come on, be honest. Everything is fine, the murderer was a lie.” 

After mocking Yuzuru for a while, Kaguya let out a sigh while looking very satisfied. 
But then, she opened her eyes as if remembering something else. 

“Hafufufu...... by the way, who was the one looking out from the window when Shidou 


and I were looking for the sleeping bags? Miku and Natsumi were still in the cottage 
then, right?” 
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“Huh?” 

Hearing what Kaguya had said, Kotori, Origami, Miku, and Natsumi tilted their heads. 
“Outside the window...... 

“T don’t know.” 

ere It wasn’t me.” 

“What are you talking about?” 

Faced with these answers, a bead of sweat dripped from Kaguya’s cheerful face. 
“Huh......w-wait a minute, then what I saw back then— 

At that moment 一 一 just as Kaguya was in the middle of speaking. 

The sound of footsteps...... was heard coming from the stairs. 


Kaguya’s entire body began to tremble. 

No, it was not just Kaguya. Everyone who was present felt something sinister and 
directed their attention towards the source of that sound. 

Creak, creak, creak...... 


The footsteps were slowly approaching ......until finally a figure was exposed to 
everyone's eyes. 


That body—was covered from head to foot with blood. 
“T-it’s heeeeeeeeeere!” 

“Ukiyaaaaaaah!” 

“Nooooo000000!” 


All the Spirits raised a cry and fled from that place. 


Tohka stretched her body, letting out a drowsy yawn while looking around. 
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After that, Tohka, who had been left alone in that room, had fallen asleep at some point. 


And since she had just woken up, she headed downstairs where she heard everyone’s 


VOICES...... But for some reason, they all started shouting and fleeing as soon as she 
appeared. 
“Muu...... what’s wrong, everyone?” 


While scratching her cheek covered in fake blood, Tohka tilted her neck curiously. 
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Spirit Snow Wars 


“Shidou, it’s dangerous!” 


Heeding the warning of Kotori’s voice, Shidou quickly withdrew his head behind a 
protective wall. 


After that moment, an innumerable number of “projectiles” passed by the location where 
Shidou’s head had been. The impact against the back of the wall launched a 
“gagagagagagaga” sound. If Shidou had not retracted his head in time, there was a 
possibility that everything above his neck would have become independent from the rest 
of his body. 


“So, sorry, you just saved me, Kotori.” 


“You have to be more careful. A moment of negligence can lead to fatal repercussions. 
Don’t show your face out in the open so carelessly —Natsumi!?” 


ee: Un, don’t do that, absolutely don’t do that.” 


After Kotori finished speaking, Natsumi’s face was flushed with a blue hue as she 
squatted down behind the protective wall. Her shoulders were trembling as she replied 
back. Before Kotori could continue, it seemed that they had not considered in the 
slightest the state of affairs that would result from their faces peeking out from their wall. 


Shidou, Kotori, and Natsumi, the three of them were now hiding in the shadow of a 
sturdy protective wall, just barely escaping the attack of their “enemy”. 


If this continued, they would be inevitably repressed. Kotori gritted her teeth as she 
reluctantly had to acknowledge that. Then, she placed her hand on her forehead in order 


to brainstorm a possible countermeasure. 


“Kotori, we can’t keep up like this. TI’Il be the decoy and provide cover, you two should 
use that that opportunity to advance forward.” 


“No, it’s still too dangerous. And even if it were successful, moving one or two meters 
ahead wouldn’t overturn the current situation. What’s more—” 


Just as Kotori was speaking, the walls gave out another “gagagagagaga” sound. Shidou 
and the others hide for protection as their protective shelter began vibrating again. 


“Wh...... what! ?” 
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The three of them all let out a collective shiver. 


That’s right. Shidou took a peak out and saw that they were losing their patience. The 
“enemy” had decided to destroy their shelter as a means of enforcement. 


“Kotori, Natsumi! We have to make our counterattack before the wall collapses!” 


In response to Shidou’s instructions, Kotori seemed annoyed while Natsumi looked on in 
astonishment. Shidou felt saliva come down from his dry throat under the tension. He 
slowly picked up another “projectile” with his hand. 


Then, before preparing his posture to rush from behind the protective wall, Shidou raised 
his voice to shout. 


“Hey, Kotori!” 
“What Shidou!” 
aug Is this really how you have a snowball fight!?” 


Shidou’s painful cry was drowned out by the constant sweep of snowballs flung like a 
raging storm. 


の 


That morning, Shidou woke up to a sudden chill that seeped all the way to his bones. 


Shidou was awakened by the “batabatabatatu” sound coming from footsteps outside the 
corridor. Suddenly, the door flew open and his bed blankets were swiftly removed. 


“Shidou! Quick, get up!” 

sneer Uga!?” 

A tranquil and warm incarnation ¢ under the divine protection of the futon Daimyojin, 
Shidou, who was in such a restful sleep, suddenly curled up after being attacked by a 


sudden chill. It was the exact opposite sentiment of a vampire had been suddenly 
exposed to the sun or an earthworm trapped above some heated asphalt. 
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Reluctantly struggling on his bed for ten more minutes, Shidou rubbed his sleepy eyes as 
he began to stare at his visitor. 


The one who grabbed Shidou’s blanket was standing in front of her bed was a girl with 
long plum hair and crystal eyes. Right now, her face was like a doll flushed with the 
color of excitement. 

ee Tohka, what happened? It’s still early.” 


“Umu!” 


As Shidou slowly got up from his bed, Tohka nodded her head as she headed to the 
window to open the curtains. 


“Look at this, Shidou!” 

“What ah...... this is—” 

Even without finishing those words, Shidou could already figure out Tohka’s motives. 
The window still showed the familiar view of Tenguu City. 

Only it was completely transformed into a silver world. 


“Ehet with it being this cold it should have snowed, but I didn’t think that it would 
accumulate this much.” 


“Umu! Everyone is building a snowman in the backyard. Shidou should also come 
quickly!” 


Tohka’s eyes emitted a glittering sparkle. Despite the cold weather, she was still so 
energetic. Shidou couldn’t help but to crack a smile. 


“I understand, Ill come over after getting dressed. Tohka, can you go over there first?” 
“Umu, alright!” 

Tohka exaggeratedly nodded before running out of the room full of energy. Ten minutes 
later, an “Uhahahah!” sound echoed from the room of Shidou’s little sister, Kotori. 


Apparently, Tohka had come to not only wake him up, but Kotori as well. 


Shidou could only shrug a little as he got out of bed to change clothes before coming out 
from the room. 


Afterwards, he encountered a girl with black ribbons that also had her futon kidnaped by 
Tohka, his little sister Itsuka Kotori. 
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ere Good morning Shidou.” 
“Ah, good morning Kotori.” 
After the greeting, Kotori, who was still very tired, gave out a yawn. 


“Really, the Spirits in the mansion are really energetic considering they just came back 
from the ski trip.” 


“That’s true...... but compared to scenery of the snowy mountains, isn’t there a certain 
charm in having the usual streets covered in snow?” 


“Well, it’s not as if I don’t understand. Let’s go now; it’s rare for them to invite us for 
something, so we shouldn’t keep them waiting too long. 


“Ah, that’s right.” 


After changing clothes and eating a simple meal, the two of them departed the Itsuka 
residence and went right next door to the Spirit mansion. 


“Hey—Tohka” 

“Oh, you both came!” 

As Shidou waved his hand, Tohka was rolling over a large snowball. Behind Tohka, a 
petite girl, who was collecting twigs that would be used for parts of the snowman, raised 
her face. 

“Ah...... Shidou-san, Kotori-san.” 

“You’ve come just in time; we re just about to put the head on.” 


The girl—Yoshino spoke while wearing the rabbit puppet “Yoshinon” on her left hand. 


At the same time, the twins were making another snowman farther back before turning 
their eyes to Shidou. 


“Kuku...... my servant who was finally awakened for the darkness of sleep, the world 
has been filled with silver. So let’s indulge in this madness.” 


“Agreement. It’s such a waste to sleep in on such a day.” 


As Kaguya and Yuzuru Yamai spoke, they both grasped their hands to clench their fists. 
Incidentally, Yuzuru was wearing warm mittens, while Kaguya was wearing leather 
gloves that left her fingertips exposed. It certainly didn’t seem like it was suitable for 
making contact with snow. 
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aoe Eh, speaking of which, Natsumi is ——” 


However, Shidou suddenly stopped speaking. He found that behind Yoshino a small 
figure was rubbing her hands together to fight against the cold. 


“Sorry, it really it seems that I have no sense of presence.” 


After saying this, Natsumi turned her gloomy eyes towards Shidou. Shidou felt a 
glimmer of sweat drip down from his forehead as he tried to give a smile. 


“No, it’s not like that...... A 


As Shidou was thinking of a method to deal with the depressed mood, Tohka suddenly 
shouted out “alright!” in a loud voice. 


“TIl put the head on now!” 


Tohka raised the huge snowball that she was rolling and placed it on top of the body that 
they had made in advance. 


On the other side, Yoshino was collecting branches and pine nuts to decorate the 
snowman. Natsumi, who moved on from glaring a dissatisfied stare at Shidou, also went 
out to help Yoshino. 

A few minutes later, the beautiful snowman was finally completed. 

“Ohh, it’s amazing!” 

“There’s plenty of charm in it.” 


“Right! It’s all because of our joint effort!” 


As Shidou finished, Tohka puffed her chest in pride. Yoshino placed her free hand on her 
waist. Despite being embarrassed, Natsumi also imitated Yoshino’s actions. 


“Fufu, as expected by the snowman created by us Yamai. The "K6nig-Schnee-Zero 
Formula” exceeds your inferior craftsmanship.” 


“Approval. It is very cute...... Well then, what should we play next. With Kotori and 
Shidou also participating, it would be desirable to have something that everyone can do 
together.” 

“How about building igloos or a snowball fight?” 


“Tgloos?” 


“Snowball fight?” 
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In response to Shidou’s words, both Tohka and Yoshino tilted their heads in confusion at 
the same time. 


“An igloo is a house made out of snow. It takes a lot of snow to build and you need to 
hollow it out, but the inside is surprisingly warm.” 


After the explanation, one of the Spirits there had her ears trembling for a 
bit—Natsumi. Although it was an unusual reaction considering her usual mood...... it 
was probably because of the fear of being confined to a small space made of snow. 


“The other option, a snowball fight, is where you split into teams and try to throw 
snowballs at each other and lose if you get hit.” 


“Hoho, a battle——in other words a war. After hearing something like, we can’t help but 
not remain silent.” 


“Agreement. My blood is stirring.” 
“No....... that would be too dangerous...... 


Shidou responded with a wry smile, but it seemed that the two of them didn’t listen 
either way. 


Not only just the Yamai Sisters, Tohka was also interested while hearing the rules for the 
first time. Yoshino was also attracted to the notion of “throwing snowballs” as her eyes 
sparkling. Among the Spirits, only Kotori and Natsumi displayed a less interested 
expression. 

“T guess there’s really no other way...... 


“I think building an igloo is better, but...... 4 


Both of them were deeply aware that there was no other way to convince the other 
Spirits. Giving up, they both breathed out a sigh. 


“Okay! Then let’s try this snowball fight. The goal is to throw snowballs at each other, 
right?” 


“—Naiïve.” 


As Tohka was speaking, another voice suddenly came from behind them. 
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After turning around, two figures were standing over there. One of them was a tall girl 
wearing luxurious clothes, Izayoi Miku. The other girl was the one that had just spoken 
and was equipped with white camouflage clothes, Tobiichi Origami. 

“Oh, so both Miku and Origami have also come.” 


“Yes! We just received a love call from Kaguya-san.” 


“Eh!? That’s wrong! The child of the hurricane summoned you with her invocation 
tome.” 


“You received a call (jargon) from the child of the hurricane.” 
“What’s the meaning behind (jargon) that!? 


After Miku finished speaking, Kaguya collected her voice and began shouted in an 
incredulous tone. 


Beside her was Yuzuru, who didn’t seem to care much for her sister’s rant. Rather, her 
line sight was instead directed towards Origami. 


“Confirm. What exactly did Master Origami mean by “naïve”? 


“The meanings behind it, you all do not understand the profound meaning behind a 
snowball fight.” 


“Deep meanings...... ?” 
In response to Shidov’s question, Origami nodded her head. 

“Yes, the snowball fight is a game where international rules have appeared because of 
its long history of existence. There are detailed regulations regarding team size, outfits, 
and the dimensions of the snowball.” 

“Is that so, how come we don’t know about these detailed rules...... 
“No problem, I am fully aware of the rules.” 

After having said that, Origami glanced at the Spirits and the courtyard of the apartment. 
“However, it would be difficult to play a game with the official rules given the number 
of people and the environment. Therefore, we should adopt the double OO formula 
rules.” 


“OO formula...... ソン 


“O (Oririn) O (Original)” 
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“Would that just make one even more worried!?” 
Although Shidou issued a cry of lament, it did not persuade Origami to stop. 


“Since there are nine people here, there will be a battle royal where three teams will be 
decided irregularly through rock paper scissors.” 


Origami raised her right hand. In coordination to that, everyone else also raised their 
hands in the same way. 


“Rock paper scissors...... shoot!” 


As everyone shouted in unison, everyone thrusted their hands into a shape based on the 
intentions guided by their thoughts. 


“—- am with Yuzuru and Miku. Tohka, Yoshino, and Kaguya are a team. Shidou, 
Kotori, and Natsumi are the last group.” 


Origami spoke after observing everyone’s hands. 

Seeing this result, Shidou unintentionally gave out a wry smile. 

oan Although it could not be helped since it was done through rock paper scissors, 
but...... no matter what he said, it still felt like a very biased team. After all, Shidou’s 
team was composed by people who were not that very enthusiastic about the snowball 
fight. 

Taking notice of Shidou’s condition, Natsumi cast Shidou in her gloomy line of sight. 
a Wh-what please say it clearly if you do not want me to join." 


“No, no one said such a thing...... 


Shidou, after trying to comfort Natsumi, looked onto to Kotori, who merely shrugged 
before speaking. 


“But, in a sense, the meaning behind this competition isn’t that wonderful. I would 
rather retire early and let the other two teams duke it out.” 


a Agreed. There are people who are afraid of getting hurt.” 
As Kotori spoke, Natsumi nodded her head in agreement. 


HeY。 I understand the mood, but this a rare activity, so we should still try and enjoy 
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Just as Shidou was speaking to them, Origami began to describe the rules. 

“— Then for the next 30 minutes, the three groups should each find a position to 
establish a fortress and erect a flag in the innermost position. The conditions for defeat 
for each team are if all members are hit by a snowball, or if the team flag gets taken 
away.” 


Origami turned to face Shidou as she continued to speak. 


“— Furthermore, while players that have been hit are forced to retire; they can be 
revived as a bonus if their team steals one of the other team’s flags.” 


“This way, the teams can even plan for a bold assault.” 
“Also, a team that has had their flag taken will be forced to join the team that has taken 
their flag. Those that had not yet been hit by a snowball will continue to fight as players 


for the new team.” 


"Fufufu .... That is pretty important. If we take a flag without retiring one of our 
opponents, our troops would be doubled in a single stroke.” 


“Finally, as a reward for the final winning team, that team will have the right to give 
commands to everyone else as a prize." 


の What! ?” 


Hearing Origami issue that condition so naturally, Shidou could help but make that 
sound. 


“Wait, hold on a second! What’s with that rule!? I’ve never heard of that before!” 
“I just explained that, so there are no problems.” 


Just as Origami finished, the team composing of Yuzuru and Miku distorted the corners 
of their lips. 


“Approval. That’s right, there’s nothing wrong.” 
“Ufufu...... what shall I ask for, I’m looking forward to it—” 


As Miku said that, she cast a gaze at Shidou, Kotori, and Natsumi while licking her lips. 
The three of them all shuttered at the sight. 


7 9) OL as expected, aren’t these rules strange!?” 


Shidou tried to make an appeal to the Tohka, Yoshino, and Kaguya team. Indeed if a 
vote is cast, they could overrule it with a 6 to 3 majority. 
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But contrary to Shidou’s hopes, Tohka had been tilting her head to the ground curiously. 
“Mu? In other words, if I win, I can have anything I want for dinner today!” 

“Looking forward.....to it.” 

“Kakaka! No problem, no problem. No matter what, our team will be the one to win. 
Shidou, yielding already is the thought process for the dead. If you’re alive, then press 
forward!” 

“N-no, I didn’t mean it like that...... ” 

“— Then let’s begin. The key to victory lies in a sturdy wall.” 

As Shidou was about to tell Tohka and the others about Origami’s intentions, Origami 


interrupted him with a loud clap of her hands. Tohka cheerfully said “Oh!” and went off 
to start building her snow fortress. 


So it was already impossible to say anything to stop it anymore. Shidou’s grimace 
displayed a painful expression. 


Seeing Shidou like this, Kotori and Natsumi could only give an uneasy look from 
behind. 


“Seems the situation has suddenly changed for the worse...... 
SSos W-what should be done now with this?” 
Shidou gripped his fist as he turned around to face the two of them. 


“There is only one way. We have to win.” 


© 


“Didn’t you say something cool before?” 


As the snowball fight began, Kotori gave out a scream as they were hiding from a torrent 
of snowballs sweeping like rounds from a machine gun. 


“N-no way! To be stuck at this step......! 
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Shidou’s group formed from the rock paper scissors match (Team 5 « 7 = 5) had been 
unable to move from their initial position since the beginning of the battle. Of course, 
every time they had tried to leave and retaliate, they were hampered by a barrage of 
white projectiles. 


However it wasn’t just Shidou’s group. On the left side, the Tobiichi platoon was in a 
similar position. 


Yes, Wei Legion reformed on the right side was dominating the battlefield with 
overwhelming firepower and quantity. 


“What should we do!?” 
Shidou exposed an embarrassing face as his heart issued a desperate cry. 


After all, the Weiß Legion possessed a combination of both devastating explosive power 
by arranging Tohka, who boasted great physical strength even among the Spirits, as the 
vanguard. This was done in conjunction with Kaguya’s nimble movements and superior 
speed in the center, allowing for a great scope of range in their pitching ability. 


But more than that, no matter how strong the offense, it takes time to gather snowballs 
before throwing. The number of projectiles should be limited and sometime should be 

dedicated towards recharging ammo. For such an attack-oriented team, there should be 
an opportunity to launch a counter assault at this time period. 


However, it was completely different for Wei Legion. Yoshino was positioned in the 
rear guard, replenishing snowball at a vigorous pace to ensure that not a slight pause 
would be taken from their avant grade assault. 


ae Are, how is that not a foul? I see that there is an infinite amount of snowball being 
produced from Yoshinon’s mouth...... i 


A glimmer of sweat feel form Shidou’s head as he spoke. Meanwhile, Kotori also 
revealed a similar expression. 


ate Well, I think it falls under a gray area in the rules. Either way, there’s no way to 
appeal against it now.” 


As Shidou was engaging in this dialogue, a drastic change occurred in the battlefield 
situation. 


From the Tobiichi Platoon, Kaguya and Miku jumped out from the protection of their 
guardian walls, changing the situation which had mostly been a defensive battle up until 
now. 
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“Participation. No matter what, I won't let Kaguya’s team succeed. 
“Haha! It’s everyone’s Miku.” 


Yuzuru and Miku adopted a lovely posture, almost deliberately provoking the Weiß 
Legion to attack. 


“Ho! So you’ve finally come out, Yuzuru. I’ve been waiting!” 

Kaguya cried out loudly, as she threw a snowball at Yuzuru’s direction. 

“Avoid. Fu-——” 

Yuzuru easily traversed through the air, turning around to mangificantly avoid the large 
abundant amount of snowballs heading her way. Rollovers, flips, and summersaults, 


Yuzuru countered while still in midair. It was a dazzling display of physical prowess. 


If you didn’t look closely, it seemed as if she was floating. ...... Well, it wasn’t as if the 
trajectory of Kaguya’s snowballs also obeyed common sense. 


“Really, that child...... even if it was just a small amount but to use Reiryoku for 
this...... Š 


Kotori placed her hand on her forehead as if trying to mitigate her annoyed expression. 
At the same time, Tohka picked up a snowball and aimed at Yuzuru. 


But Miku, who was also at the center of the battlefield, had deflected the attack and 
puffed up her chest in pride. 


“Ufufu...... Tohka-san, should you only be occupied with Yuzuru-san right now?” 
“Mu?” 


As if allured by those words, Tohka turned her attention to Miku. Then, Miku stretched 
out her as if trying to stop Tohka. 


“Stop—really please stop Tohka-san. I can’t move as quickly as Yuzuru-san, and 
because I’m not wearing my Astral Dress, a snowball thrown by Tohka-san would 
definitely hurt. 一 一 Now can you still throw it?” 


After showing a confused look, Tohka winded up like a baseball pitcher and threw the 
snowball in her hand. 
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In that moment, a loud roar erupted as that snowball flew past Miku, briefly brushing the 
idol’s hair before crashing into the wall behind them. 


SHA 0% hi ~i~i~tsu!?” 


Miku immediately cried out in terrified voice, before collapsing onto the ground after her 
legs gave into her fear. 


Looking at that scene from a distance, Natsumi’s face changed into a blue hue. 
“W-what power. I wouldn’t be able save myself after being hit by something like that.” 
“Certainty...... how the heck are you supposed to fight against that...... 
“Ara, it would be impossible to shield against a technique like that.” 
Kotori spoke as if to answer Natsumi and Shidou’s words. 

“Eh? What the hell can we do?” 

“Easy, first we have Shidou receive a snowball thrown by Tohka at full power.” 


“Yeah, I’m dropping this idea at the notion of the word ‘first’. 


“The important thing will start from here. Though Shidou’s soul will be forced to retire, 
his body will serve as a wall to protect us.” 


“Are you really that inhumane! ?” 

“Pm joking, joking.” 

In the midst of Shidou’s screams, Kotori waved her hand as she proceeded to speak. 
On the other side, Miku began to stand up while issuing an unsteady voice. 


“T-Tohka-chan!? What are you doing! That power just now was even stronger than 
before!” 


“Eh? Is Miku telling me to not throw it seriously?” 

"Please remember the whole sentence properly!" 

“Muu.....then why not?” 

“Should it be something like “Ku...... it’s no good, I can’t bring myself to harm Miku.” 


“It’s okay, Tohka-san, the battlefield doesn’t suit your gentle hands. Now come, 
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jump into my bosom. “Ahhh, Miku”... this kind of feeling!” 


Listening to Miku’s words, Tohka instinctively frowned. 
Looking at this scene from afar, Natsumi shuttered while keeping her eyes half closed. 


“.....Hey, isn’t this a chance opportunity?” 


Kotori sharped her gaze and picked up a snowball and threw it at Miku. 

The snowball exploded on Miku’s head, who had been trying to feverishly talk down 
Tohka. 

“Eh? Ahhhhhhh!” 


Miku clutched her forehead as the remaining amount of snow fell down to the 
ground.....it was an incredibly helpless event. 


“How to say it...... 
TERASA Well, at least Miku went out in style.” 

Shidou and Kotori both gave a bitter smile before laughing. 

“.....But this might not be a good thing. The worst case situation for us now is if the 
“Tobiichi Platoon” wins, but as far as I can see, the “Wei Legion” is the one currently 
dominating right now. Even though Yuzuru is skillful at dodging, it still doesn’t 


drastically change the battle situation. If Tohka keeps pushing forward like this.....” 


“Ah—that’s right. If Tohka’s group wins, then they wouldn’t be able to command Miku 
now.....!” 


“Though if she wins her orders would only be limited to tonight’s menu for dinner.” 
Kotori raised the end of her lip, while a sweat drop fell from her head. 


“Defeat by getting hit by the snowball would definitely hurt, it would be better to hope to 
have the flag taken. 


“Un, I agree.” 


Natsumi nodded her head gallingly in response to Kotori’s words. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


Really, it was just as Kotori had said. Their goal was not to win the right to command, 
but rather not let “Tobiichi Platoon” obtain that right. As long as the Wei Legion 
continued to work like this, then there should be no more problems. 

Over by the snowy fields, Miku, who fell down, complained loudly in an unhappy voice. 


“.....Ara— lIs nobody willing to play the script? I’m waiting for a princess’s kiss to 
wake me up.” 


Hearing this, Kotori reluctantly sighed. 


2 As expected, there is no one rushing around in the midst of the battlefield. I mean it 
would get ridiculous if someone was soon poking around everywhere!” 


At the moment Kotori finished, Yuzuru had just gone past Miku. Faster than what the 
eyes could follow, the high speed snowball battle against Kaguya more resembled bombs 
detonating on a beach then a snowy field. 


“Hi ~in!” 


Miku hurriedly panicked to as she jumped away to escape to the battlefield. 
“Really, it didn’t change things even by a little bit.” 


"Haha ... well, well, it seems to be rash but it is ...." 


Natsumi, who was peeping through the narrow viewing window of their fortress, uttered 
a large sentiment of surprise. 


“What’s the matter Natsumi?” 

“No, that snowman, was it there before?” 

“Eh?” 

Hearing Natsumi’s suspicions, Shidou couldn’t help but frown. 
1» 


"Oh oh oh oh oh oh oh! This barrage is power 


Tohka threw the snowballs that were continuously been supplied to her hands, flinging it 
even more past the enemy forces. 


“Kaka! Good Tohka! That’s the way! Neither the left nor right teams can move anymore. 
Let’s decide this game at once!” 


From behind after hearing Kaguya’s voice, Tohka turned around and nodded. 
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“Umu! Then we will be eating hamburger and fried shrimp for tonight!" 


“Kukuku...... What are you talking about Tohka! We would have right of absolute 
command! You can even add deep-fried desert......" 


“Wha...... ? Wouldn't that make the strongest combination!?” 

“Of course! Onwards now, we move towards victory!” 

“Umu! Ooooooo!” 

Tohka raised a battle cry as she started throw the snowballs with even more power. 


However— 


Tohka had stopped throwing, without any more snowballs it would be meaningless to 
throw. 


“Yoshino, there’s not enough snowballs, please make more.” 
As Tohka was looking at Yoshino’s direction—Tohka slightly frowned. 


Yoshino, who had been constantly supplying the snowballs from behind, face, was 
flushed with an expression of anxiety. 


“Yoshino...... TR 


Tohka tilted her head in a puzzled expression before turning her body to the direction 
that Yoshino was staring at 一 一 


“What...... 1?” 
Just like Yoshino, Tohka started helplessly at the sight. 


But it would impossible not do something like that. Behind Tohka, a large snowman was 
gently positioned within Weiß Legion’s territory, gasping their team flag in its hand. 


“W-what is that snowman!” 
“That’s not the one Yoshino made.” 


As everyone’s face was flushed with a dismayed color, the snowman’s face began 
trembling slightly, before the snow on its head collapsed on itself. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


A familiar girl’s face was exposed. 

“What—Origami!?” 

It appeared that Tobiichi Origami, the person that should have been fighting Tohka, had 
emerged from the snowman. It seems that she had slipped into the snowman a while ago 


to enter the opposing team’s territory undetected. 


“— Your team’s firepower is certainly a threat, but it also obscures your field of vision, 
allowing me to sneak in unnoticed.” 


“Ku... 
“S-such a thing.....” 


“Anyway, now that I have taken the flag, all members of Wei Legion from now on are 
under the command of the Tobiichi Platoon.” 


Origami declared while looming over Tohka. ......Well, while still having her entire body 
covered by a snowman. 


Nevertheless, the results of the defeat couldn’t be changed. While giving an extorted 
expression of lament, Tohka raised up her arms while sitting down. 


Benes Shoot, I don’t think the losers will survive this humiliation.” 
As if in syne with Tohka’s actions, Kaguya raised her voice. 


“Well said, Tohka, and that is why you are my sole servant ... and also, Origami, aren’t 
you forgetting something important?" 
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“Something important?” 


Origami made a gesture to lean her neck, but the action was blocked by the rest of the 
snow on the snowman. 


“Also, even if our fortress has surrendered, do you think that we would truly move in 
accordance to your will? The most terrifying thing on the battlefield is not a mighty 
enemy but the trustworthiness of an ally. Make sure to keep your backs on vigilance if 
you don’t want to be betrayed.” 

Kaguya had said that while exposing a “kukuku...” evil smile. Although she didn’t 
completely understand what Kaguya was saying, Tohka echoed the same sentiment by 
making a “mean face” while also saying “kukuku”. Meanwhile, Yoshino found it 
difficult to repeat those words without smiling. 

However, Origami’s expression did not change as she continued to speak. 

Well then, you may all withdrawal from here, but are that really okay with that?” 
“What...... do you mean?” 

As Yoshino asked, Origami cast the three of them a calm look. 

“I have just said that the victorious team will be able to command the losers, and 
members of the defeated team that weren’t hit can be incorporated into the victorious 
team.” 

“That means...... ah!?” 

After listening to Origami, Kaguya’s shoulder trembled. 


“What's wrong Kaguya?” 


Dhak In other words, Origami is telling us that she will give us the right to command 
over Shidou and the others if we become their comrades.” 


““W-what!?” 
Tohka turned to Origami while frowning. 
But after a moment, she shook her head after thinking something over. 


“No.....no. Its certainty regrettable for that fried shrimp and chicken, and sausage 
hamburger...... 


“Tohka-chan, did you increase the amount of toppings from before?” 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


Despite what Yoshinon said, Tohka didn’t seem to notice and continued. 


“Unfortunately, I can’t do that. If I do, Shidou and the others won’t be able to win 
anymore.” 


"You should have already indicated consent to that rule." 


It was true that they were indeed told this. Tohka made a difficult face as she folded her 
arms together. Initially, she didn’t see it as a problem and allowed the rules to be passed, 
but now the rules were imposing t’s effectiveness. 


However, seeing as Tohka’s mental dilemma was wasting time, Origami eventually 
breathed out. 


“— Taking up any more time would be allowing “Team 5 " 7 = 5” the opportunity to 
retaliate. If you don’t have the will to participate, then we’ll do everything by ourselves.” 


“But in that case, that would be giving up the fried shrimp, fried chicken, octopus wiener 
and hamburger steak with crab cream croquette.” 


“What—!?” 
Tohka involuntarily held her breath. 
“Crab cream...... 7 


Tohka was overcome by a dizzy sensation, but quickly regained control after shaking her 
head repeatedly. 


“No, no, but...... i 
“It’s unfortunate to say, but you would have had the liberty to choose fried shrimp, fried 


chicken, octopus wiener and crab cream croquette, and cheese hamburgers with free 
refills.” 


“Cheese hamburgers, was there truly such a thing? Also, the freedom to eat casually, 
Tohka’s line of slight gradually became distorted. 


“T-Tohka-chan!” 


“Don’t be misled by the enemy’s sweet words!” 
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Yoshino and Kaguya cried out, but then Origami whispered something to the two of 
them. 


The next moment, their two faces turned beat red. 


“Y-your lying.....! Such a thing to that extent...... K 

As Yoshino and Kaguya expressed their befuddlement, Origami merely nodded her head. 
Then, she pointed to the direction of “Team 5 " 7 = 5” and issued a quiet declaration. 

“— Battle, resume!” 


Tohka, Yoshino, and Kaguya all stared at each other for a moment before quietly uttering 
“mu...” sound 


Kotori slowly walked towards the edge of their fortress wall. 

“Hey Kotori, that’s too dangerous. Perhaps 一 一 " 

“I know that.” 

Kotori removed her left glove, holding it by the tip before beginning to wave it above 
their protective wall. Yes, perhaps Tohka had stopped the attack in order to make them 


neglectful during the slight break. 


But even in the face of such provocation, the Weiß Legion did not release another 
snowball. 


Shidou and Kotori exchanged surprised looks. 
Due to Yoshino and Yoshinon’s existence, stopping the attack in order to tempt them was 
also an unlikely story. However, having no reaction to Kotori’s glove was unthinkable 


considering Tohka and Kaguya’s reaction time. 


“I wonder what happened. They seemed to have finished throwing snowballs...... 
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As Shidou and Kotori were groaning suspiciously, Natsumi, who had been peeking 
through the narrow window, issued out cry of alarm. 


“What? What happened, Natsumi?” 


1? 


“Ah, are...... the flag from Tohka’s team has been taken down 


"What did you say!? What’s going on?" 


After the recovering from being paralyzed by Natsumi’s words, Shidou and Kotori both 
peaked through the window to the direction of Wei Legion. 


There, the flag that had been standing on top of a mountain of snow was now in the long 
hands of a snowman 一 一 no, they saw that it had been usurped by Origami. 


“Ori-Origami!?” 

Shidou and Kotori could not help but exclaim in a shocked voice. They noticed that 
Origami had hidden herself in the snowman, and had already won by leaving with the 
Weiß Legion’s flag. 

“Wait...... that is also.....” 

Speaking with a trembling voice, Natsumi had noticed something. 

Viewing while full of anxiety, it seemed that Tohka and the others had talked with 
Origami for some time about something. Afterwards, she once again held a snowball in 
her hands. 

“Wa!” 


“Hi—!?” 


After taking a deep breath, Shidou and Kotori hurriedly went back behind the wall. 
Afterwards, the attack that they had been waiting for began to resume. 


“Ch......so that’s how it is. No one was forced to retire but the flag was taken, so Tohka 
and the others were incorporated into Origami’s team. 


The Itsuka siblings bit their lips in frustration after seeing what Natsumi had said. 
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“Ku, so they are all intending to attack. So now Origami should be the only one 
defending...... 5 


“Calm down! It’s impossible to land a snowball on Origami without being hit by Tohka 
and Kaguya’s bombardment!” 


iol || eres but then continuing on like this...... 
After that, the original members of Tobiichi Platoon, who had been on the left side so far, 
had also begun advancing. Perhaps, once it had been confirmed that Origami had 
returned, they would join in to seriously attack Shidou and the others. 

They must have become prey for the white devils. 


“Throwing. Come and let’s decide the winner.” 


“Dar~~~~ling~~~~! Kotori-san~~~~! Natsumi-san~~~~! Please wait everyone. Once 
we’re there, we’ll open the gates to a whole new world~~~~!” 


Mixed within the snowball attack, both Yuzuru and Miku were coming closer. Natsumi’s 
shoulders shivered even more than before. 


With this, it wouldn’t long before their fortress collapsed and Shidou and the others 
would be completely consumed. Before that happened, they had to do something. 


“Think...... think! There must be some way...... Ve 

“Even if you say that.....it wouldn’t be that simple.” 

While listening to Shidou’s words, Kotori steepened her facial expression. 

“An uninterrupted attack from both sides, that is to say we can’t even move right now. 
Even worse, it seemed that Origami didn’t have any intention of taking our flag from the 
beginning. 

“Wa...are they trying to kill us with snowballs?” 

“It is possible to say that the only thing we could win at is striking back against those 
trying to grab our flag with snowballs.....but now with the Wei Legion’s combat power 
now, we can’t even take that risk.....they want to rule out any opportunity that we could 


seize, as expected of Origami.” 


“Then.....that means we can only wait for the wall to collapse?” 
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As Natsumi had a sad expression with a face filled with sorrow, she let out a whimpering 
voice. Shidou clenched his fist in response as if trying to deny the current situation. 


“Don’t give up...... it’s not over! How about hiding inside a snowman like what Origami 
just did?” 


Kotori sighed as she shook her head slightly. 

“It’s impossible; Origami had plenty of time to create that snowman in her own fortress. 
Creating a snowman with a hiding feature would be unmanageable in our current 
situation. Besides, do you think Origami would fall for the same trick that she already 
used?” 

“Ugu....then let’s try a dig underground from the snow...... 
renee That lacks even more of a sense in reality.....it’s already hard enough to hide 


ourselves in this amount of snowfall...pilling up even more would make even difficult to 
crawl. 


Shidou groaned while pressing his forehead. 

Then, at that moment— 

“Waa!” 

The fortress which had continued to withstand an uninterrupted volley of snowballs had 
begun to partly collapse. Natsumi, who had been in that area that fell down, hurriedly 
moved to a safer spot. 

"RUS ache even the wall is at its limit.” 

Kotori sharpened her line of sight as she picked up a snowball. 

“——It can’t be helped. Shidou, Natsumi. This will be out last resort.” 

“Last resort.....? Do you have a plan?” 


“Yeah, the success rate is probably ten times greater than Shidou’s plan.” 


Kotori confidently moved her mouth. Shidou and Natsumi’s eyes went “Oh” wide open 
in response. 


“What should we do?” 
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“Easy, with a snowball in hand, start tuning from the shadow of the wall, while 
brilliantly dodging all of the attacks, we’ll target Origami with the snowball. 


Afterwards, that person will clean up the Tobiichi Platoon’s position. We’ll win if we can 
escape with the flag and dodge Tohka’s attacks. 


While speaking, Kotori got up and made a gesture as if she threw a snowball, 


“That strategy.....?” 

“Ah, well the probability of success is about 0.01%.” 

“Eh!? Does that mean my strategy’s success rate was about 0.001%?” 
“Ts it too high? I do have a soft spot for my Onii-chan.” 


Despite his annoyed expression, Shidou did not respond back not wanting to say 
anything that was no need. Any further commentary would have been 
unnecessary—more than anything there wasn’t much time left to ask these sorts of 
questions. 


— The Weiß Legion’s machine gun like attack had greatly weakened Team 5 = 7・ 5’s 
defensive wall. There was only so much of the wall left that could be used as shelter for 
the three of them. When the walls collapsed again, that would be the moment when 
Shidou and the others were defeated. 

“Okay.....! If we die, we'll die together!” 

Shidou decisively took a deep breath, as he picked up a snowball nearby. Then, he 
sharpen his gaze and took a forward tilted posture to narrow the range of projectiles even 
a by bit. 


“Eh, let’s die a spectacular death. “ 


Kotori nodded as she turned her eyes to the same direction that Shidou was focused 
at——the enemy camp was an impregnable castle built by Miku, Yuzuru, and Origami. 


Shidou and Kotori exchanged glances before nodding to each other. As the two of them 
were about to jump out— 


“That, can I annoy you guys for a second?” 


Natsumi raised her hands together in a state of nervousness. 
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“Eh? What’s wrong, Natsumi.” 
“Tf that’s the case, there’s one more thing that we could try...... 


“! Have you thought of something?” 


As Shidou and Kotori looked on, it seemed Natsumi was cowering back. Kotori 
anxiously scratched her head. 


“Nothing would be useless now. Say whatever you want.” 


espa UA siete ý 


Origami breathed out silently as she watched Team?・7・S's defensive wall gradually 
become smaller as it was exposed to the fierce snow battle. 


The war situation was carried out in accordance with Origami’s plan. At least, there is no 
unexpected situation out of her expectations. Everything was running smoothly. 


"Excitement. Everything is going as Master Origami planned." 
"Ufufu, truly our victory is close!" 


Yuzuru, and Miku who had been revived after Origami stole the enemy team’s flag, 
continued to throw snowballs. Origami returned with a small nod. 


“— True, but in order to prevent something unexpected from happening, we cannot 
relax until the very end.” 


As Origami finished, the two of them gave out a positive response. 
“Understood. No distractions until the very end. 


“After winning we can enjoy the full course of Darling, Kotori-san, and Natsumi- 
san...... fu fu, ufu fufufu...... i 


“Concern. Cannot be too carless with Miku.” 
Yuzuru spoke while watching Mikv’s actions. 
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And— with an echo, the situation had finally changed. 


Team 5 = 7 " 5’s wall had finally been reduced to a third of its initial size. The shadow of 
two figures had jumped out from both left and right. 


“1.….Yuzuru, Miku.” 


But this was still within expectations. Origami picked up a snowball as gave commands 
to the other two. 


“Reaction. I will not let them approach.” 
“Fm counting on you—’” 


As Origami echoed her instructions, Yuzuru and Miku began throwing all of their 
snowballs. 


Although they were still in a favorable positon, it was very difficult to land a hit on a 
moving target. Against Shidou’s group, the snowballs that Miku and Yuzuru threw were 
unable to catch their target. 


“Hold it......!" 
Seizing the momentary chaos, Shidou cast a snowball towards Origami. 


However, landing a hit was not the goal. The moment after Shidou threw the snowball, 
Shidou was bathed in the concentrated fire of the Wei Legion as his body became sank 
into the snowy field. 


“Hal” 


Kotori who had went the opposite direction from Shidou, also threw a snowball before 
having to retire. 


However, the snowball that Shidou threw was still alive. Once released, the effect of the 
snowball lasts until it hits the ground, even if the athlete that threw it had already been 
hit. In other words, even though Shidou had to retire, if the ball landed on Origami, it 
would create a double out. 


Origami exuded a small breath, before she leaned her body back to dodge. 

For a moment, everything seemed to be in slow motion. The snowball that Shidou threw 
passed a few millimeters above the tip of Origami’s nose. Despite feeling remorseful, it 
was still a refreshing feeling. 
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Sines Seriously, you avoided that one just now. You really are amazing.” 


“If wasn’t me 一 一 no if it wasn’t me, Tohka, Kaguya, and Yuzuru, avoiding it would have 
been impossible. Maybe Yoshino as well, since it was restricted to snowballs. 


Boal Ah, there seem to be a quite the number of people that could have avoided it.” 
As Origami stated her honest impression, Shidou collapsed on his shoulder. 

“There should be no disappointment. It was a good pitch.” 

“Haha...... Oh, I'm happy even with flattery." 

“It’s not a compliment. It was a good throw. Shidou’s ball is a really good ball.” 
“Why are you adding me there!?” 

As Shidou cried out, Origami didn’t seem to care and continued. 

“However, the result is the result. This game is our victory.” 

As Origami finished, Shidou fell to the ground and exhaled. 


“Ts it too early to say this? Take a look; even if I’m forced to retire, my team hasn’t been 
defeated yet." 


As Origami looked around, both Kotori and Shidou, who had been hit, started to stand 
up. Indeed, it was as Shidou said, there was a person that was missing. Perhaps, she was 
still hiding within the protective wall. 


“Tt’s true that you have not lost according to the rules, but it’s impossible for her to 
overthrow the situation alone.” 


9 You think so? Are you sure?" 
Shidou gave out a fearless smile. Still, it must have just been a bluff or bravado. 


However, Origami felt her heart roaring. — It felt feel like she’d overlooked something. 
But the notion of what still escaped her. 


Seeing Origami thinking, Shidou expressed another smile. 
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“I believe in you, Origami—that you would definitely avoid that snowball.” 
Origami’s shoulder was trembling as she turning around. 


— Over there. 


Behind Origami, although it had appeared that she was dizzy from motion sickness, 
Natsumi was proudly holding up the “Tobiichi Platoon” flag. 


© 
Eventually, in the snow battle between the three teams, victory was achieved by Team 
5:7"5. 


The Spirits who had been divided into three teams had gathered together to give a round 
of applause. 


“Natsumi! You did it!” 


Shidou, while removing the snow from his own body, ran over to Natsumi and pat her on 
the head. 


Then, Natsumi face flushed with a blue color as she brushed away Shidou’s hand. 


“Ah—sorry, that’s my bad.” 
Shidou gave a wry smile as he retracted his hand. 


Natsumi’s reaction was understandable. After all, she had just transformed into the 
snowball that Shidou had thrown. 


It was a foolish strategy that was possible because it Natsumi was a Spirit with a 
transformation ability. Both Shidou and Kotori were surprised when they received that 
proposal from the Natsumi, but... she managed to complete the work brilliantly. 


"It was totally too messy, but fortunately everything went okay......" 


From behind them, Kotori shrugged her shoulder and sighed. 
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Sa I think that we couldn’t win unless I did that... ... but ... well ... well ... for being 
too messy, sorry." 


“Isn’t your sensitivity to praise way too low!?” 


Looking at Natsumi falling even more into a depression, Kotori raised her voice. 
At that time, Tohka’s eyes lit up as if remembering something. 


“By the way Shidou, what would be the prize now? Doesn’t Shidou always get to decide 
the dinner menu?” 


“No......it’s not the right to decide the dinner menu, but...... 
Shidou gave a wry smile as he scratched his cheek.” 
Just then, Origami then began to undress clothes she was wearing. 


“What are you doing!?" 


“Tt’s not going to be that kind of order!" 
eis What kind of hard-core order is it going to be?" 


Origami titled her head curiously. Shidou waited until Origami sorted out her clothes 
before continuing. 


“There is no special order for everyone. But if everyone feels so strongly about it 
then....... everyone should be friends from now on. That’s it!” 


After Shidou finished, Kotori nodded her head in agreement. 
“Right, it doesn’t really matter for both me and Shidou...... 
“If that is the case...... is 


Then, everyone’s line of sight was directed to the final member of the victorious party, 
Natsumi. 


Natsumi, who was not good at receiving stares, started to tremble. 


But then Natsumi stopped, as she suddenly remembered something. 
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"If you have any orders, speak up." 
“As for any order that I have, there’s only one” 


Natsumi sighed before hesitantly speaking. 


After hearing those words, everyone suddenly froze a moment. 
But soon everyone smiled and nodded. 


Okay! Let’s build an igloo!” 

“Yes, the order of the victor is absolute.” 

“There are no objections, the losers must obey.” 

Ooh! How do you make one? Let’s make it big enough so that everyone can fit in.” 
se gd | enero do my best!” 


“Kaka! Now behold and be honored at seeing the architecture skills of the Yamai at 
last!” 


“Celebrating. Fetching a shovel now.” 


“Kya~~Natsumi-san is too cute~~once the igloo is complete, we’ll spend time together 
in that narrow space. We can play Oshikura Manju throughout the night~~~~” 


“.....Ah, an additional order, Miku can’t be allowed in the igloo.” 
“Howaaahh! ? Why Natsumi-sa~a~a~a~a~a~an!?” 


The backyard was filled with Miku’s scream and everyone’s laughter. 
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Spirit Dark Matter 


“Shidou! Let’s play together!” 

During a cold winter day, Itsuka Shidou was relaxing in his living room. The sound of 
rhythmic footsteps was heard coming from the corridor as the door was vigorously 
opened. 


“Hmm? Oh, Tohka.” 


The owner of that voice was a Spirit, who lived in a mansion next door to the Itsuka 
residence, Yatogami Tohka. 


With long night colored hair, a crystal-like radiance in her pair of eyes, and a vibrant 
voice that was overflowing as always. 


Shidou turned his body to Tohka while slowly waving to her. 

“You’ve come just in time. The arrangement has just been completed.” 
“Arrangement? What on earth...... 
While saying that, Tohka rounded her eyes open while let out a surprised expression. 
Then, she stared intently at the living room—more accurately at the table-like object 
placed at the center of the living room. 


“Muu, what is that? Is it different from the usual table?” 


Then, in accordance with that question, two small girls appeared behind Tohka, along 
with two twins same appearance who peeped forward a little with their faces. 


It seemed that they had come from the same mansion as Tohka. They were Spirits just 
like Tohka, Yoshino, Natsumi, as well as the Yamai sisters Kaguya and Yuzuru. 


“Tohka-san...... what’s the problem?” 
Saena If you stop here, then we can’t get inside.” 


Listening to what Yoshino and Natsumi had said, Tohka let out an “oh, sorry” as she took 
one step out of the way. 


Then, the Yamai sisters widened their eyes upon seeing the object placed in the living 
room. 


“Ho? That must simply be a fortress of fire found in the coldest of land!” 
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“Agree. If I remember correctly its name is 一 一 kotatsu.“ 
“Kotatsu?” 


Tohka curiously tilted her head. With a small nod, Shidou lightly tapped the surface of 
the kotatsu as if to supplement the Yamai sisters’ explanation. 


“Ah. In a nutshell, it’s like combing a table with a futon. There’s a heater inside and the 
futon keeps the warm air stored. “ 


Failing to understand Tohka tensed the tips of her brow. Then, Shidou’s younger sister, 
Kotori, who was just in the kotatsu, began to speak while stirring the stick of the Chupa 
Chups in her mouth. 

“Anyway, you guys should come in and try it. It’s very warm——” 

While saying that, Kotori laid her face on the table. From the looks of that, it was 
reminiscent of a mollusk or freshly made New Year’s mochi sticking onto the 
surface...... but if that were pointed out, she would immediately switch to commander 


mode, so he left that out for the time being. 


“Fumu...... then PII give it a try.” 


“Ooh——! 99 

Tohka let out her voice to respond, as Yoshino raised her left hand holding her rabbit 
puppet “Yoshinon”. The other Spirits also nodded in agreement as they raised the covers 
to the table and placed their feet into the kotatsu. 

And then, 

“Oooh...... 19” 

“T-this is...... 1” 

The Spirits all opened their eyes in amazement. Of course, Tohka and Yoshino were self- 


evident, but even the Yamai sisters who seemed to know about the kotatsu were left 
trembling and stunned by the impact. 


“Muu...... indeed this has a different charm than air conditioners and heaters.” 
MI Sect warm.” 
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“Umu...... this is as if embraced by the arms of the earthly mother goddess and reaching 
the salvations of the soul like nirvana......” 


“Indicate. I feel as if I can’t understand your words that well.” 

The Spirits began chatting while enjoying the kotatsu. 

Seeing those cheerful smiles pile up, Shidou and Kotori couldn’t help but smile as well. 
“Ahaha, this is great. As I thought, it isn’t winter without a kotatsu.” 

“Hey, you think everyone will come if we prepare a bigger one—hmm?” 

As she was speaking, Kotori turned around while surveying the house for some reason. 
“What’s wrong, Kotori?” 

“Well...... no, I don’t see Natsumi. Wasn’t she just here a moment ago?” 

“What did you say...... where did she...... uwaah!?” 


Shidou looked around as if imitating Kotori, but then he could help but unintentionally 
raise his voice. 


The reason was simple. Unnoticed, Natsumi completely fell into the kotatsu just like a 
turtle or snail, with only her face exposed from the covers. 


0 の Well...... this...... feels familiar.” 


With cheeks slightly flushed, Natsumi muttered that out while in a trance-like state. 
From the looks of it, she was enjoying this the most. 


It was as if this was tailor-made for her...... speaking of which, she seemed to be the type 
of person who would assume such a form. Shidou couldn’t help but smile when looking 
at that. 


Then. 
“Ah——! 99 


As the Spirits were enjoying the kotatsu with a cheerful faces, another voice once again 
came out from the entrance of the living room. 


From afar, he could see a tall girl and a girl with a facial expression just like a doll. 
Unlike Tohka and the others, they were Spirits who lived in their own homes, Miku and 
Origami. Apparently, they had arrived just as Tohka and the others were nosily chatting 
away. 
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“^O-ooh, welcome.” 

Looking at the two of them, Shidou lowered his hands as sweat dripped down his face. 
Origami was just standing still while looking on at them...but the problem lied with 
Miku. While her hands were trembling for some reason, her expression looked like a 
mixture of joy, excitement, and lust mixed at a 1:2:7 ratio, as her eyes were fixated on 


the Spirits gathered around the kotatsu. 


“K-kotasu gathering beautiful girls just like an encyclopedia...... ! What sort of stunning 
scene on display...... what stunning scenery...... ” 


Miku whispered as if casting a curse, and then she slammed her feet against the ground, 
diving into the kotatsu just like Tohka. 


No...... it wasn’t the same. Was there a word for this? Miku looked as if she had just 
jumped into a pool, crawling into the kotatsu head first. 


It was the strange circumstance of a woman forcing her upper body into a kotatsu. Her 
legs twisted as if she were doing a breaststroke. From the futon, murmured laughter 


began to echo. 


“Fu, fufu, ufufu...... haaaaaaaah! Was such a place here...... the ideal village was here all 
along! Utopia...... Miku Utopia!” 


“Gyaaah!” 

The next moment, Natsumi, who had turned into a snail, rushed out of the kotatsu with a 
shrillful scream. She leaped towards the corner of the room, staring back at the kotatsu 
with the expression of a startled cat. Upon looking closely, one of her socks had been 
taken off for some reason. 

“Ah, how wicked.” 


From where Natsumi use to be, Miku snuck her head out from the kotatsu. 


ae How to describe it? This truly felt like the norm now. Shidou made a wry smile as 
he place his hand against his knee to support himself back up. 


“Muu? Where are you going Shidou?” 
“Buying ingredients for dinner, what does everyone want to eat?” 
Tohka’s eyes began to glimmer upon her hearing Shidou’s reply. 


“Of course! So, Shidou, what are you going make today?” 
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“Well, let's see. It’s rare for us to have a kotatsu here, so how about hot pot? It is quite 
cold today.” 


Upon hearing what Shidou had said, the Spirits one by one began to stand up in 
excitement. 


“Umu, that sounds good! I’m looking forward to it!” 


“But there are still various different types of hot pot. Which one to choose? Personally, I 
would vote for shabu-shabu.” 


Kotori spoke while keeping her face stuck to the countertop of the kotatsu. Then, 
following this lead, everyone began raising their hands one after the other. 


“Eh, does this feel the same as ordering out? Well then, I would want soy milk hot pot.” 
As I think chicken hot pot is good.” 

“Yoshinon wants rabbit meat hot pot! But of course that is impossible! Ah!” 
“Kuku.....suit for me would be a deep crimson purgatory lit by red hot conflagration.” 
“Translation. Kaguya wants Korean hot pot.” 

“Kiritanpo.” 

““.....Compared to that, Miku, isn’t about time toy give me my sock back?” 


As the Spirits began chatting with each other, Shidou raised his arms in attempt to 
restrain everyone back. 


“Hey, hey, even if you ask, there’s no way to make that much. Please choose one of 
them.” 


“Hmm—in that case—” 

Hearing Shidou’s plea, Kotori leisurely stood up, while not letting her feet leave the 
kotatsu, and extended her hand for a nearby shelf. ...... Despite trying her best, she 
couldn’t reach it. Unable to just watch, Shidou picked up the notepad and pen that was 
over there. 


“Thank you, Onii-chan.” 


“It’s fine but...... what are you going to do?” 
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“Well, I think we should choose from a lottery where everyone writes down what they 
hope to eat. Wouldn’t that be fair?” 


While saying that, Kotori torn of pieces of paper from the notepad and handed them to 
everyone. The girls nodded as if saying “I see” as they passed down the notepad and pen. 


After everyone finished their request, Kotori gathered and shuffled before throw it into 
the kotatsu.” 


“Hey, why did you throw it in there!?” 


“It should be fine since we don’t have any other container to stuff it in. Come on, hurry 
it up.” 


“Fine...... alright.” 


Then, Shidou reached his hand into the kotatsu to reach for one of the scrap pieces of 
paper from the notepad. 


“Kiya, darling. Where are you touching?” 


Miku, who still only had her head and feet out of the kotatsu, flushed red as she 
contorted her body in embarrassment. 


The Spirits all shuddered and trembled as Shidou shook his head in a panic. 
“Nothing! I haven’t touched anywhere!” 
“Ufufu—does it not matter if you’re being so shy, darling?” 


“Don’t say something that will cause a misunderstanding!?” 


“Why are you unbuttoning your clothes Origami!?” 
Shidou let out a scream as he quickly pulled out his hand after choosing a piece of paper. 


Then, after taking a deep breath to calm down his heartbeat, he lowered his eyes to the 
letters written on that note. 


“So, the menu for tonight is...... 
While speaking, Shidou raised his brow. 
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But that sort of reaction was to be expected. After all, what was written there was 一 一 
serene Dark hot pot?” 
As Shidou spoke, Kaguya raised her eyebrows as her eyes began to sparkle. 


“Dark...... you say? Hoho, although that is a unspeakable name, is it not quite 
interesting?” 


“Dark hot pot...... what is that?” 


Tohka asked why tilting her head curiously. Shidou squinted, scratching his face as he 
replied back. 


“Well...... to say it briefly, it’s a hot pot where no knows what’s in it. Everyone brings in 
the materials that they like and places it in the pot after turning off the lights in the 
room.” 


“Ho! That sounds interesting!” 


Hearing Shidou’s explanation caused Tohka to begin glimmering in her eyes as well. 
Seeing that radiance, Shidou strained a smile with sweat dripping down. 


“Well, interesting things may be fun...... but you won’t know what you'll end up with. I 
wonder who wrote this. Perhaps she’s never heard of this before...... would you want to 


reselect another one?” 


Shidou placed the note on the countertop of the kotatsu as he tried reaching his hand in 
the futon once again. 


But the Spirits shook their heads in refusal. 
“No, I would like to try this dark hot pot!” 
“Agree. I am also very interested.” 


"Not bad. — Let's try it? Ah, people who feel uncomfortable should tell me 一 一 Shall I 
take care of your pain gently?" 


“Absolute rule of dark hot pot, things that come out from the pot must be eaten.” 


Although he felt there was a dangerous atmosphere lurking, everyone was so enthusiastic 
that is was unbearable to dampen that. Shidou breathed out a sigh while smiling and 
shrugging. 
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“Tt can’t be helped. Let's try it together. .....But limit the material to something that is 
edible. Don’t forget that we'll have to eat it.” 


“Ooh—! 


Listening to Shidou, the Spirits energetically raised their hands in the air. 


や 


— Then, at night. 


In the living room of the Itsuka residence, the Spirits, who had each bought a wide 
assortment of things, had gathered together. 


Everyone had brought a plastic bag with ingredients decided according to their own 
ideals and was awaiting dinner to begin soon. ...... Well, it seemed that Natsumi was the 
only Spirit who lacked the same excited expression. 

On the top of the kotatsu there was already a cooking heater and pan filled with soup 
stock prepared. Only the ingredients were missing now. Shidou looked towards everyone 
as his hand was on the light switch at the entrance of the room. 

es Alright, it’s almost time to start. Everyone, after I turn off the lights, add the 
ingredients to the pot. Of course, it will get dark afterwards and you might not be able to 
see your surroundings, so please first confirm your position to the pot right now.” 
“Umu!” 


“Understood.” 


The Spirits nodded in response After Shidou confirmed this; he flipped off the electricity 
switch. 


Incidentally, at that moment, Kaguya made a grandiose pose on the side. 
“Ha! Stained in a world of darkness! Schwarz ・ shellac!” 


A sudden scream. At that moment, because the lights had gone out, Tohka and Yoshino 
let out a startled cry. Kaguya looked to be a little comfortable. 


“Okay...... then let’s put the ingredients in.” 
After Shidou returned to his seat, the sound of ingredients being dropped into the pot 


could be heard coming from the top of the kotatsu. 
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‘“——Alright, let’s finish it, Shidou.” 

“Well then, let me add mine in now.” 

Shidou groped in his hand into his plastic bag and dropped the ingredients into the pot. 
Incidentally, what Shidou had prepared was a staple of hot pot: Chinese cabbage and 
pork. Although it was a little bit boring in terms of the idea of a dark hot pot...... today’s 
goal was not to purposely cook something of poor quality. In any case, he would be 
eating this as well, so Shidou really didn’t want to take to many risks. 

Je However. 


“Hiyah!?” 


After he finished throwing in the ingredients, Shidou inadvertently convulsed out a 
sporadic voice. 


The reason was simple. In the darkness, something was stroking his butt. 
“Muu, what’s wrong, Shidou?” 


Listening to Tohka’s voice being confused from behind, Shidou sighed while half- 
opening his eyes. 


A Origami. Please return to your seat.” 


After Shidou said that, there were noticeable signs that someone was wandering in the 
dark. 


“How did you know? Is it the power of love?” 
“You re the only one who would so such a thing in this darkness!” 
“You believed in me so much. I am so happy.” 


“Please, please don’t intentionally misunderstand my words. ...... Well, here, let’s start 
cooking.” 


Shidou sighed once again as he switched on the cooking heater. 
— After waiting for ten minutes. 


Accompanied by the sound of the alarm, an inexplicable fragrance floated in the living 
room. 


“Ooh...... it smells delicious!” 
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“Yeah. I thought that we wouldn’t know what would end up with a dark hot pot, but this 
doesn’t seem that bad——” 


Tohka and Kotori’s voices bounced against each other. Because the lights were turned 
off, he couldn’t see their expressions, but it was easy to imagine merry faces. 


“Well...... then it’s almost time to try it. Who wants the first bowl?” 


The first person to reply back to Shidou was Yoshino. 


“Yoshino, be careful, this is still unclear.” 


“Alright, then Yoshino will be first to come and try—the ladle is...... ah, found it!” 


In the darkness, the sound of an instrument sinking into the soup was perceived——after 
that a small gulp was heard coming from Yoshino. 


“Uh.......munch, munch” 
“H-how is it Yoshino? If you’ve eaten something strange, you can spit it out.” 


Worried about Yoshino, Natsumi asked in concern. However, Yoshino swallowed the 
contents of the meal and breathed out a sigh of relief. 


“It’s fine...... boiled eggs. It’s cooked just like oden at the bottom of the soup. It’s 
delicious.” 


After Yoshino finished speaking, Kotori raised her voice by shouting out an “ah!” 
“That’s my ingredient! Bullseye!” 

As Kotori shouted, everyone gave a round of applause. 

Shidou breathed out a sigh of relief. It seemed that Kotori had chosen nothing strange. 
Well, that would have been natural after all. Kotori was a commander of <Ratatoskr>. 
She wouldn’t try to risk letting the Spirits eat something strange and disturb their mental 
State. 


“Well then, next is...... ği 


“The next one is me.” 
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Origami raised her voice. Afterwards, the sounds of ingredients being swooped up in the 
pot and then the sounds of fine chewing were heard. 


“Question. Master Origami, what was in there?” 
ener This is likely, tomatoes.” 


Answering back to Yuzuru’s question, Origami faintly replied. Then, in response to that, 
Miku raised her voice as well. 


“Ah that’s what I put in. I’ve heard about tomato hot pot before. So how is the taste?” 
“No problem.” 

After Origami finished her meal, the sound of utensils hitting the countertop echoed. 
—tThus, a peaceful curtain opened on the Itsuka residence’s Spirit dark hot pot. 

After Origami, everyone else began taking turns to eat. There was nothing too bad put 
inside, although ingredients that didn’t match the hot pot theme like cucumbers and 
apples did produce an amused chuckle. And so, Shidou and the others enjoyed a dining 
table with an unusual darkness. 

“Now, next is——” 

“Me! I can’t wait any longer!” 

As if to obstruct Shidou, Tohka’s vibrant voice echoed. At the same time, her stomach 
began to growl. Apparently, it seemed that they have kept her waiting for quite a while 
now. 

“Hahaha...... my bad, here, Tohka.” 


“Umu! うう 


After Tohka cheerfully replied, the dishes served on the tableware were smugly stuffed 
into her mouth. 


“Uhm...... munch, munch...... 
“How...... is it, Tohka-san?” 
“What was in there?” 


As the Spirits asked Tohka in intrigue, Tohka replied back while still happily munching 
on the hot pot. 
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“Umu, this is probably a water dumpling...... ngh!?” 


But, at the next moment, Tohka choked in the middle of speaking as she collapsed onto 
her back. 


“T-tohka!?” 
“Kya! Are you okay?!” 


From this unexpected situation, turbulence quickly overcame the living room of the 
Itsuka residence. In this darkness, Shidou fumbled towards Tohka to shake her shoulders. 


As Shidou called out her name, Tohka let out a bitter voice as if in pain. It seemed that 
the ingredient hadn’t been clogged in her throat. Seeing this, Shidou breathed out a sigh 
of relief. 


In Shidou’s mind, an impossible imagination flashed through. 


That’s right. Shidou and the others were in the middle of a dark hot pot, a hellish kettle 
where the contents still remained unknown. 


Perhaps for Tohka 一 it was a “grand prize” ingredient capable of rendering people 
unconscious. ...... This thought lingered in Shidou’s mind. 


Everyone must have had similar thoughts as they shouted in disbelief. 
“T-It can’t be...... for someone else maybe, but for Tohka!?” 
“Shudder. I can’t believe this...... for Tohka to be actually defeated.” 


“Even Tohka collapsed...... well, is it poison!? Is it the type of poison that can kill a 
whale with a single drop!?” 


oe Their impression of Tohka seemed a little bit too cruel. 


However, Shidou could still understand their feelings. To be able to cause a voracious 
glutton like Tohka to faint....what could have it been?” 
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As Shidou was deep in thought, Kotori suddenly let out a groan. 
“What’s wrong, Kotori?” 

“T-this.....is probably what Tohka ate. It’s a little...... Š 

“? W-what is it?” 


Shidou brought his face closer to the direction of Kotori’s voice— 


Just like Kotori, Shidou let out a similar voice. 


But that was to be expected. An inexplicable stench was floating from Tohka’s 
tableware. 


“W-what is this stuff...... cf 


As Shidou couldn’t help but instinctively pinch his nose, Origami’s silhouette drew 
closer as she brought her face closer to sniff the suspicious bowl. 


stake This smell, I’ve experience this once before. Perhaps it is surströmming.” 
“Surstr6m...... you mean that super smelly canned fish?” 


“Yes, but not only that. There is several other odor components can be confirmed mixed 
in to transfigure into a terrifying weapon.” 


“B-but if it is that smelly, how come nobody noticed until now?” 


The one who responded to Shidou’s question was not Origami, but rather Natsumi. 
“Natsumi, what's wrong?” 


er Ah, no, though it’s not a big deal......but I remember Tohka said something about 
water dumplings before collapsing.” 


Shidou’s shoulders shuddered as he heard what Natsumi had said. 


“No way, it was wrapped in the skin of a dumpling so no one would know until someone 
ate it. W-who the hell would create such an elaborate...... i 
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After Shidou spoke, the Spirits in the living room began to make a racket. After all, there 
wasn’t a single clue as to who was the culprit. 


ares What does this mean?” 

Shidou wrinkled his brow. But that was the expected reaction. After all, this dark hot pot 
was under Shidou’s management and all of the ingredients had been prepared by 
himself. Unless there was a chemical reaction bringing forth the transformation of a new 
substance, someone must have thrown in the stinky lump that Tohka had eaten. 
However, no one had come up to confess. 

Someone is lying...... it was difficult to consider this. Even if someone prepared this as a 
prank, it was impossible image that this ploy would go far of striking Tohka down to the 
point of fainting. 

ee Well, the previous Origami was liable to do something like this. But now that she 
had built up a good relationship with the Spirits, she wasn’t the type to mess around in 


these matters and cause chaos. 


nee Maybe there is something else in there as well. Can we turn on the lights to 
confirm?” 


As Shidou finished speaking, the Spirits began to nod to convey their thoughts. 


“Very well. I will allow you to fade away this darkness.” 
After getting their consent, Shidou stood up and walked to the entrance of the living 
room. Then, after searching for the switch by hand, he pushed it down with a clicking 


confirmation sound. 


However. 


Surely the switch had been pressed, but the living room remained dark. Despite repeating 
the act several times, the result was still the same. 


“What are you doing Onii-chan? Hurry up and turn on the lights soonーー" 
“Ah, ah, this is strange...... now way, the breaker is down—’” 
— Then. 


Just as he was in the middle of speaking, Shidou suddenly stopped. 
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The reason was simple. In his ears, a small but certainly present laughter echoed. 


Yes 一 一 


“——Kihihi, hihi.” 


It was a familiar laugh. 


Shidou couldn’t help but hold his breath—the next moment, his mouth was covered by 
the palm of someone’s hand. 


ig OF reer ugh!” 
“Suspicion. Did you do it, Shidou?” 


He didn’t know if Yuzuru’s question was due to him let out some strange noise, but as if 
responding to that, his feet began to sink into the ground. 


He remembered this sensation. That’s right——it was the feeling of being caught in the 
“shadows”. 


Shidou flailed out his limbs in panic but resistance was futile as his body completely 
sank into the shadow. 


“——Fuha!” 


After arriving at even darker space than the unlit room, Shidou let out a relieved gasp for 
air. 


Then, while sharping his gaze, he stared directly at the culprit who had dragged him into 
this shadow. 


As Shidou spoke with a voice marked with vigilance, the girl standing before him 
giggled. 


Although the surroundings were wrapped in darkness, the figure of this girl could be 
clearly seen. A dress that intertwined a bloody scarlet red with a pitch black, and hair 
unevenly tied at both ends, there was a ticking golden clock engraved on left eye. 
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No doubt there was no mistake. It was the one called the Worst Spirit <Nightmare>, the 
appearance of Tokisaki Kurumi. 


“Ara, ara. Please don’t stare at me like that. I’ve come all this way to see you, so I will 
cry if you treat me like that.” 


Kurumi spoke as if making a joke. 

However, even with that jovial tone, Shidou was in cold sweat. 

In any case, he was completely helpless. After all, Shidou was currently imprisoned in 
her shadow. It wasn’t an exaggeration to say that the matter of life or death rested solely 
on the palm of her hand. 


9 What do you intend to do, Kurumi?” 


“Ufufu, I’ve just told you. I just——only want to play with Shidou-san and the others a 
little.” 


“Play with...... ?” 
As Shidou asked while knitting his brow, Kurumi responded back with a brief “yeah”. 


“It seemed that Shidou-san has been indulging himself playing with idyllic 
maidens...... ig 


“What kind of bad reputation is that...... ” 
“Ara, is that not a fact.” 
As if finding amusement in Shidou’s response, Kurumi began continuing on. 


“It seemed like it is quite fun. Just at that time where I had to move around, you went 
skiing in the snowy mountains, staying overnight at a cottage, returning back to Tenguu 
City for a snowball fight and playing house in a snow hut. No, is there an issue with 
that? Besides Shidou-san playing around with these girls, I don’t care for these brief 
female excursions.” 


Shidou remained silent with cold sweat dripping from his forehead. ...... Although she 
had said that she didn’t care, she seemed a little jealous just like a child pouting from 
being excluded by a circle of friends. 


However, since other party was still the Worst Spirit, these sentiments couldn’t be quite 
literally expressed. Shidou continued to speak while trembling from remembering the 
slight tension. 
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“So... what do you intend to play?” 


“Hasn't it already begun—using the memo which I have prepared.” 


Hearing what Kurumi had said, Shidou instinctively expressed a sullen look. 

It couldn’t be. At the moment where Kurumi first appeared, Shidou had already noticed 
that the blackout and the mysterious ingredient eaten by Tohka was all Kurumi’s doing. 
However, he never would have imagined that the proposal for a dark hot pot itself was 
also made by Kurumi. 


Perhaps finding Shidou’s response to be pleasant, Kurumi happily laughed. 


“Yes, yes, that’s right. Since everyone was trying to decide on a menu for tonight, I 
decided to help with a sincere heart. Ufufu, doesn’t this feel exciting?” 


“Tve done nothing of the sort. Did I just tell you? I’ve just come to play today. I haven’t 
added anything that can’t be eaten. Tohka-san will wake up soon after a break.” 


Despite this being very suspicious, the only thing he could do now was believe in her. 
Even though Kurumi was a very dangerous Spirit, she was not the sort of person to break 
the rules that she established herself. 

As if thinking the same thing as Shidou, Kurumi continued on with a chuckle. 

“T have only one request. Please continue playing further into this game.” 


“Further...... hey, you want us to continue eating this dark hot pot...... 1?” 


“Yes, yes. After all, it isn’t that easy to prepare so many ingredients and just let Tohka- 
san eat it alone.” 


“So many...... ingredients...... 
The ominous connotation in that choice of words made Shidou reflexively shudder. 


To continue eating a hot pot with special ingredients capable of knocking out Tohka in a 
single blow, it was easy to imagine what the meant. 
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However, even so, it wasn’t a good idea to reject Kurumi’s request. As long as Kurumi 
had this intention, it was impossible for them to run away. Shidou, even now, was only 
able to survive due to Kurumi’s whims. 

“Ufufu, fufu. Do you understand the situation? ——Oh, and keep everything here 


confidential between us. If you make a commotion, the “disposal” would be very 
troublesome.” 


Hearing that thinly veiled threat from Kurumi, Shidou gritted his teeth. 


However, he could only do as she said right now. Shidou clenched his fist, raising his 
hand slightly to indicate his comprehension of the terms given. 


Kurumi’s smile gradually thickened as she snapped her fingers. 
“Oh...... 12 


At the next moment, while experiencing a strange sense of floating, Shidou returned 
from the shadow and back to the living room. 


“—Chan, Onii-chan?” 
“! A-ah...... what, Kotori.” 


Having his name suddenly been called, Shidou hastily replied back. Then, Kotori let out 
a brief “really” to express her dissatisfaction. 


“Tve been calling for you for a while now, don’t ignore me!” 
“S-sorry. I was just thinking for a bit.” 

“Also 一 一 as for the electricity, is it broken?” 

ABa it looks like it’s not working for the time being.” 


Shidou replied back to Origami’s voice as he walked towards the kotatsu. 


“Tf it is a power failure, let me take a look. If it the case of a large scale power outage, I 
will go to my room. There is an emergency generator there.” 


ene How very expected of you. Normally it is usually frightening, but it’s also reliable 
during times like this.” 


Natsumi let out a voice that contained a mixture of both surprise and hope. But Shidou 
alone shook his head in response. 
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“ーー 一 Everyone, let's resume the dark hot pot.” 

In this dark living room, although everyone couldn’t see Shidou’s facial 

expression...... an unusual atmosphere seemed to have been sparked by his words. The 
Spirits twitched their throats and breathed inconspicuously. 

“What are you saying, Shidou? My servant Tohka could resist this chaos of darkness and 
collapsed. To challenge the darkness once again...... it goes past courage and into pure 
recklessness.” 


“Agree. It is too dangerous.” 


ii I understand. But please, although I can’t give you the specifics......this is the only 
thing that can be done now.” 


After Shidou pleaded in a serious tone, the Spirits pondered for a while before letting out 
a collective sigh. 


As it to follow that, the sound of rustling clothes was heard. It was like——yes, as if 
replacing a ribbon in one’s hair. 


“——Okay. Although I don’t know much about the current situation, Shidou said that 
there is definitely a reason for this. I will accompany you.” 


It was Kotori’s voice. A voice filled with tension unlike her relaxed tone from just a 
while ago. It was her commander mode used for tough decisions. 


Afterwards, following Kotori’s lead, the other Spirits also agreed. 

i ch) eres alright. I am Yamai. I fear not the darkness, for the shadows are my kin.” 
“If Shidou wants to do this.” 

“Everyone...... 
Shidou lowered his head slightly before raising it with a newfound determination. 
“Okay...... then let’s resume. The next one up is...... Kotori.” 

“Oh, so I am up.” 


Kotori responded back to Shidou as she lifted up the lid to the pot. As far as he could tell, 
there wasn’t much shaking in her voice. 
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“K-Kotori, please be careful.” 

“There’s no need to worry about it. Even though Tohka fainted, there were no problems 

before that. Moreover, even if there is a strange ingredient, can’t we quickly neutralize it 
with the broth!?” 

In this manner, Kotori placed her lips on her bowl to sip the soup. Kotori uttered a voice 
that was neither a scream nor groan of anguish as she fell down on the spot. Her utensils 
struck the kotatsu, letting out a dull sound. 

“Kotori!?" 


“Ah, abababa...... £ 


As Shidou cried out her name, the faint silhouette of Kotori violently convulsing was 
reflected in everyone’s eyes. 


“Kotori-san was taken down in a single blow...... a 
“Unrest. Kotori had not eaten the ingredient yet.” 
The sudden drop out of the stout Kotori caused shivers to spread among the Spirits. 


Then, a silhouette that seemed to resembled Natsumi choked her breath with an “ugh” 
upon approaching the pot. 


tt Just a little, the smell of the soup is different from a moment ago.” 

“What did you say...... ba 

Being told that, as Shidou also drew his face closer to the pot—his face began to twitch. 
“W-what is this stink...... is 

Indeed, just as Natsumi had said, the konbu soup that Shidou had carefully crafted had 
transformed into something unfamiliar. The pungent smell stung his eyes as he drew his 
face close to the pot. If he had to compare it, it was similar to the foreign tea (which 


Origami insisted on) that was once issued in Origami’s house. 


“—Ufufu, apparently when Tohka-san stirred the pot, some of my ingredients melted 
into the soup.” 


Kurumi whispered into his ear. Shidou’s shoulders began to shake. It seemed that she 
had emerged from the shadows once again. 
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“W-what did you say...... ae 
Shidou strained his voice in despair. That’s right. It could be said that even the soup 
stock in the pan had been turned into a weapon. With this, not only could they not 


neutralize Kurumi’s ingredients, but even ordinary ingredients could now be corrupted. 


But that didn’t mean they could stop here. Shidou unwittingly clenched his teeth with 
squeezing out his voice from his throat. 


“No way, everyone...... try not to drink the soup and just eat the ingredients. Hurry! If 
we don’t do this quickly enough, even the ordinary ingredients will be polluted!” 


was I-I understand...” 

The reply came from Natsumi, who followed after Kotori in the hot pot eating order. As 
her voice was slightly trembling, she decided to open up the pot. She swallowed the 
saliva not secreted by her appetite as she put the ingredient in her mouth. 

“Huh....... ? What? What is this...... some kind of slippery fruit? Gaaaaaaah!?” 
Natsumi coughed violently open chewing the ingredient. 


“Ah—! Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!?” 


Natsumi opened her mouth wide and screamed. From this unusual situation, Shidou 
raised his brow in confusion. 


“N-Natsumi, what happened!?” 
“Ga...... hot! Water! Water!” 


While screaming, Natsumi chugged down the soup from her bowl—the very same soup 
stock that knocked out Kotori in a single blow. 


“Haah.....!?” 

The next moment, just like Kotori, Natsumi took one final breath before falling down. 
“Natsumi!” 

“Ara, ara...... she seemed to have drawn the Carolina Reaper.” 

“Kurumi said with a smile. Shidou turned his head at the unfamiliar word. 
“Caro.....what is that?” 


“Carolina ・ Reaper. Have you heard about the habanero, Shidou-san?” 
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ee Ah, that absurdly spicy pepper?” 

“It’s roughly ten times hotter than a habanero.” 

“Do you want to kill us!?” 

Shidou instinctively raised his voice. A moment later, Shidou looked towards the Spirits. 
But it looked that everyone was nosily concerned with Natsumi collapsing that they 


didn’t hear his cry. 


“Ufufu, won’t you be discovered if you let out such a loud voice, Shidou-san? Now 
then...... isn’t the next round for Shidou-san?” 


Hearing Kurumi’s words, Shidou took a deep breath before picking up his tableware. 


The devil’s hot pot that had already sank three Spirits into unconsciousness. It would be 
foolish to not be afraid. 


However, Kotori and the others believed in him and continued to eat. Escape was not an 
option. 


After Shidou calmed his agitated heartbeat, he quickly stretched out his ladle to the pot 
and transferred to contents to his bowl. 


The heavy weight stimulated his imagination for something unsavory. However, once 
removed, it would not be allowed to be returned back to the pot. Shidou picked up his 
chopsticks by hand and tightly joined them together. 

Teros Itadakimasu. Ugh.” 

The smell of the soup that knocked down Kotori and Natsumi bombarded his nose and 
lacrimal glands. But...... if he didn’t drink it directly, it seemed to be bearable. Shidou 
held his breath as he thrusted his chopsticks into the bowl. 


However. 


After using his chopsticks to lightly shake the mysterious item picked up from his bowl, 
Shidou raised his brow. 


Certainly, there was an uncomfortable feeling from picking it up with ladle, but while 
trying to touch it though chopsticks, the strange feeling became even more apparent. 
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This object was obviously too big to eat and it was quite heavy from absorbing the soup 
stock. It gave the illusion of Shidou dragging something along with his chopsticks. 


For a moment, he thought it was a fish cake...... but that was wrong. Even if he tried to 
pinch his chopsticks together, he couldn’t cut into it at all. 


It was as if——yes, it felt just like a piece of cloth. 
“Hey...... perhaps, someone dropped their handkerchief in by mistake?” 


Shidou said in confusion as he cooled off the ingredient and pinched it up with both of 
his hand. 


In the darkness, he could faintly see the outline. The shape was different from the 
rectangular image in his mind, rather instead it was triangular. 


accents Hey, aren’t these panties!?” 


Shidou, who noticed the identity of the mystery ingredient (?), elevated his voice to a 
scream. 


That’s right. What was in the hot pot was undoubtedly women’s underwear. 

If it was something like a handkerchief, it could be passed off as an accident. Seeing this 
unexpectedly put in, Shidou hurriedly looked towards Kurumi’s direction and asked 
quietly. 

ere Hey! Isn’t this something that can’t be eaten!?” 

“Of course, no one would eat that.” 


“Liar, so why is this——” 


However, as Shidou was in the middle of speaking, Origami’s voice was heard 
resounded from the darkness. 


“I am so happy. I knew Shidou would draw that.” 

“It was your doing!?” 

As Shidou screamed, the underwear fell to the top of the kotatsu. ...... Speaking of 
which, he had just remembered that besides Kurumi, there was one more person that he 
needed to be cautious for. 


“Isn’t it forbidden to add something that is inedible!? Why panties.....!?” 


“Tt is 100% silk and edible in terms of ingredients.” 
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Origami faintly replied back. 


Hearing her confident tone, Shidou couldn’t help but begin to acknowledge this. But he 
quickly shook his head to reconcile his thoughts. 


“N-no, no...... if you say it like that, then bark and leather boots would also be 
considered safe and within the range of common sense...... j 


“If I can eat Shidou’s underwear, then it can be proven that panties are food. Q. E. D. 
certification complete.” 


“Don’t use your own knowledge to finish that!?” 

After shouting for a while, Shidou sighed as if exhausted. 

eg Have you put anything else strange in there?” 

“Of course. Only a bra is included in the rest.” 

“You put what in!?” 

“Hey, is it still in there? T-then let me to take the challenge of searching for it—!” 
“Miku can you be silent and not make this even more complicated!?” 

Shidou sternly said to Miku, who was suddenly standing up in delight. Incidentally, as 
Kaguya fell defeated, Yuzuru was impressed while saying, “Admiration. As expected of 
Master Origami.” .....Shidou thought to himself that he should tell her to not imitate 
such an act in the future. 


Then, Kurumi whispered in a small voice once again. 


“Ufufu...... since something that can’t be eaten was mixed in, I’ll give you a special 
clearance for this turn.” 


maa Many thanks for that.” 

Shidou replied back with a complicated look on his face. ...... Nevertheless, thanks to 
Origami’s panties, he managed to escape Kurumi’s special ingredients. Although Shido 
did not want to say it, his heart still expressed a sentiment of gratitude as he remembered 


the next Spirit in line. 


ae: Well, that reminds me, since I was the last one in this round, I would like to finish 
with this......” 


“Of course that’s not fine. Please continue socializing and eating until I am satisfied.” 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


Kurumi whispered into his ear as if to block out his words. ...... As expected, he couldn’t 
easily end it that way. 


“.....In that case, next turn would go back to Yoshino——” 
Just then, Shidou stopped as if considering something. 


Certainly, they had gone through a complete loop. But there was also one more 
participant who had put ingredients into the hot pot. 


PEE Oh, Kurumi, since you also put ingredients into the hot pot, aren’t you also a 
participant in this dark hot pot? By no means would you imitate a participant putting in 
ingredients and not eat yourself.. ....right?” 


In a voice that no one else could hear, Shidou deliberately tried to provoke Kurumi. 


That’s right. Kurumi, who had put the most amount of dangerous foodstuff into this dark 
hot pot, had not touched the hot pot even once. 


However, Shidou was not trying to force Kurumi to eat. Ideally, Kurumi would escape 
from this madden monstrosity that she constructed. 


It was a dangerous hand to play against Kurumi who held the absolute advantage in 
reiryoku and darkness. However, for someone as prideful as Kurumi, there should be 
some resistance to continue “playing” without breaking the rules. 

However — 

“Yes, that’s true. Then, itadakimasu for me.” 

Kurumi said that indifferently as she stirred the pot with the ladle. 


“Eh?” 


Shidou widened his eyes at the unexpected response. Unexpectedly, Kurumi had 
obediently agreed to his request. 


Could it be possible that she had night vision to be able to clearly see the contents of the 
pot even in the dark? In other words, she had the confidence to take this pungent soup 
and ingredients into her body and still be safe. 


As Shidou was thinking this over, a small scream came from the darkness. Then, the 
same voice repeated itself for several times over. 


TL PDF by MBAH 


Date A Live’s LN Translation 


“No, no, this is absolutely impossible......! 


“There’s no choice but to eat it. What Shidou-san says is reasonable. If “me” does not eat 
this, an example can’t be set.” 


“Please be patient. Victory requires sacrifices.” 


“This is...... ugh. “Me” has drawn something quite annoying, a pouch full of salty 
licorice.” 


From that word alone, Kurumi timidly let out a high pitch scream. 


Salty licorice...... indeed it was a type of candy eaten in the Nordic region. It was a sugar 


うう 66 


given titles like “the world’s tasteless candy’, “rubber flavored”, “ammonia block” and 
etc. 


“Ugh...... aaaaaahhhhhughhhhh!” 


A painful groan came from the side and then bang! The sound of someone falling over 
resounded. The sudden loud noise startled the remaining Spirits. 


“T-that voice just now...... who was it?” 

“Huh, who just ate from the hot pot? I-is it a ghost!?” 

“Well, ubh...... a 

As Shidou struggled to answer, a cold voice came into his ear once again. 
“—Ufufu. So, are you satisfied with this? Shall we continue?” 
Undoubtedly, it should have been Kurumi who had just fallen. 


Shidou raised his brow in confusion as he looked towards the direction where someone 
had collapsed earlier. 


Then, over there was still a few lingering signs of voice sobbing in an 
“Uhse hikku...... uhhh” anguish as if trapped in a nightmare. 


Then, Shidou remembered. Kurumi could divide her own past to create countless clones 
by virtue of her Angel’s ability. Although they were indeed Kurumi...... 


“Kurumi, did you force your own clone to eat—” 


“Now, isn’t it time to continue.” 
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Ignoring Shidou’s question, Kurumi urged to go on ahead. 


The curtain opened 一 一 to the second round of the hellish hot pot. 


Q 


And then, after about twenty minutes had passed. 
The spectacle of heaps of corpses spread out across the Itsuka residence. 


Needless to say, the surroundings were still too dark. Although his eyes had adjusted to 
some extent, they still cannot see the panoramic view of the room. 


However, the groans and sobs coming from all corners of the room made this space into 
field hospital that only accommodated the seriously wounded. Otherwise, it felt like an 
ancient battlefield where lingering souls in this world had come to gather. 


The dark hot pot continued onto the third round. Although Shidou had miraculously 
chosen safe ingredients, the taste of the soup that had grown thicker over time had 
gradually eroded his body. 


Incidentally, besides Shidou and Kurumi, the only one left conscious was Origami at the 
opposite side of the kotatsu. Yoshino fell to the combination of super spicy peppers and 
soup just like Natsumi. Yuzuru was left unconscious from the pouched salty licorice. 


As for Kaguya, she self-destructed from the kusaya she put in herself. When it came to 
Miku, she stood up and said, “I’m going to nurse after the fallen girls!” And then she 


tripped on the kotatsu cord and fainted from hitting her head against a pillar. 


Additionally, surrounding Shidou and Kurumi, there were several figures resembling 


Kurumi crying and sobbing in the shadows. ...... Well, that was digressing away from 
the story. 
“Ufufu...... as expected of Origami-san. To not fall down even with this much stimulus. 


And Shidou-san had more good luck and guts than I imagined.” 


While whispering to Kurumi, Shidou replied while on the other hand suppressing the 
chaotic odor. Then, the sound of dishes moving resonated from the other side of the 
kotatsu. 
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Origami said in a slightly trembling voice as she opened the pot. 
Unlike Shidou who was lucky enough to land on successes, Origami had twice carefully 


selected through the ingredients that Kurumi had introduced. Although she resisted with 
strong endurance, the damage was still huge. 


As Origami was heard trying to contain the food in her mouth, the shadow of Origami’s 
figure falling backwards was soon seen thereafter. 


“Hey—Origami!” 

Shidou couldn’t help but scream. He didn’t expect that even Origami, who had endured 
the dark hot pot up until now, would collapse. Sure enough, was it caused by the 
accumulation of damage? Or—did she chose a particularly strong ingredient? 

While thinking of this, Shidou shuddered. From the direction where Origami fell, there 


was no dejected cry or sorrowful sob. ...... Rather, it sounded like a puppy finding 
pleasure from its master. 


As Shidou confused, he heard laughter coming from Kurumi in his ear. 

“Ara, ara, it looks like that one finally came.” 

“That one...... iia 

“Yes, Shidou-san’s underwear, which was previously collected from his room. 

“What did you put in for me!? That’s not food!” 

Even after shouting like that, Kurumi continued to smile as if unconcerned. 

“Ara, but Origami herself has said that she had eaten it before. Ufufu.....to defeat that 
Origami-san, who had endured countless stinky ingredients. If that won’t work, it’s 
better to adapt to that person’s tastes.” 

As Kurumi was speaking...... she stretched out and let out a satisfied sigh. 

“So, now that everyone seems rested, it’s almost time for me to leave. Well, then again 


between Shidou-san and me, it wouldn’t be bad to persist until the last man standing. 
After all, I have prepared a lot of stomach bags.” 
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Hearing Kurumi’s proposal, Shidou instinctively choked on his own words. Also at that 
instant, several figures that were lying around seemed to begin to move. 


It seemed that Kurumi did not notice this as she continued to laugh. 
“Ufufu, that was a joke. It’s been fun, Shidou-san.” 

has I would have to politely decline.” 

“Ara, ara, that’s a shame.” 


As Shidou replied back with his eyes half-closed, Kurumi replied back with a small 
laugh. 


Then, she stood up and prepared to leave. 


But at the very next moment. 


As such a voice echoed from the floor, a figure lying down suddenly grabbed at 
Kurumi’s legs. 


Kurumi titled her head curiously. Then, as if responding to that, three figures sitting on 
the ground began to stand up. 


“Where are you going...... Meesi 
“Ts there really nothing left to be done...... a 


ere If only we eat everything, it would be really horrible. Me should taste it as well.” 


With the same consecutive voice coming after her, Kurumi couldn’t hold her breath in. 
“W-what...... 5 


The figures surrounded Kurumi to prevent her from moving. Then, the remaining figure 
poured the leftovers from the hot pot into a bowl before slowly walking over to Kurumi. 


“Come...... there’s lot of it.....you shouldn’t hesitate, me.” 
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“This is...... ufufu, the soy bean bread Tohka-san put in.” 
“Ara...... this has really...... sucked in a lot of that delicious soup.” 


The Kurumi clones opened Kurumi’s mouth and drew the bowl of smelly ingredients 
closer to her. 


“Ah...... KS SS kyaaaaaaaah!” 

Kurumi’s scream deafened his ears and echoed in the darken living room. 

“H-hey, Kurumi—” 

As Shidou was about raise his voice at that unusual circumstance, the lights to the room 
suddenly came back on at that moment. The living room that was once covered in 
darkness was now brightly lit. 


“Ha!?” 


Shidou covered his eyes from the unexpected sudden light. Then, after a few seconds, as 
he slowly opened his eyelids...... Kurumi was no longer there. 


What was seen in front of him was the appearance of the Spirits lying on the floor 


exhausted. Looking at the scene, which was just like the aftermath of a battlefield, 
Shidou felt sweat fall down his cheek. 


As Shidou wrinkled his brow in doubt, he decided that his priority should be take care 
everyone first. 


In the darkness of the shadow, Kurumi sat while trying to cover her mouth. 
“Ara, ara, it really was quite dreadful. 
“Come, me, here is some water.” 


“Kurumi” stroked Kurumi’s back as another “Kurumi” came in with water in hand. 
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Kurumi took the cup and drank it while still slightly trembling. 

“Haah...... haah...... ý 

Kurumi gasped fiercely as she struggled to stand up. However, her mouth was still 
rendered numb and each breath she took brought back residual vestiges of that pungent 
odor. 

ne But that was expected after all coming from spicy soy bean bread condense with the 
essence of the ingredients that Kurumi had researched. Being forced to swallow such a 
thing, it was impossible to be safe. It was fortunate that her clones dragged her into the 
shadow in time, as even Kurumi lost consciousness for a moment. 


“T-to suffer...... such inhuman treatment...... 


As she gasped while saying that, her clones gently stroked Kurumi’s back as they 
responded. 


“Ara, ara. But me is also quite bad for forcing that meal onto me.” 


“Yes, please be more considerate about the feelings of me.” 


As Kurumi made an agonized groan, another clone responded back. 


“But I can also understand the feelings of me as well. Me also wants to play with 
Shidou-san.” 


“Yes, isn’t it better to have asked more honestly?” 

“Or is it impossible for me after all?” 

“Ah—” 

“Why are you so convinced without permission!? I haven’t...... u-ughhh!?” 


As Kurumi couldn’t hold back shouting loudly at her clones 一 一 the urge to vomit began 
to resurface again. 


“Ah, calm down.” 


“Here, drink another glass of water.” 
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As her back was being caressed by her clones, Kurumi swore to never again have 
another dark hot pot. 
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Afterword 


Long time no see, this is Tachibana Koshi. “Date A Live Encore” has finally been 
delivered. What did you think? I would be most fortunate if the readers enjoyed it. 


The short collection “Encore” series has finally reached its fifth volume. On the front 
cover is the Yamai Sisters. The children of the hurricane have finally reached the cover 
in casual clothes! 


By the way, as I wrote on the opening of the author profile, Encore 5 will be exactly my 
30th book published! Wow! A round of applause please! Well, that is also include “Date 
A Live Material”, but since more than half are novels, I think I can let that one volume 
count! 


This is all thanks to everyone. I'll do my best in the future, so thank you for your 
consideration. 


Well, from here we will begin the annual Encore commentary. Since this contains some 
spoilers, please be careful if you haven’t read the text yet. 


oOrigami Counseling 
After a long absence, Origami pretending to be Origami (good philosophy). 


This is a short story of the “Devil” Origami after the successful change of history in the 
11th volume. It looks like an “Angel”, but it is actually a “Devil”. What is going on? 


“Devil” Origami has only appeared briefly in the 11th volume, but I actually liked 
showing this side of Origami. Particularly, her desire to resist her inner impulses and the 
failure of that resistance. There is another person in her heart and she occasionally will 
manipulate her own behavior. Another version of me. Surely, we’ve constructed another 
pyramid shape puzzle. Finally you must use a card to decide a winner. I don’t think I can 
beat the other me. 


oReine Holiday 


Uncover the mystery of Reine’s private life. This short story then became the story of 
investigating Reine’s day off. The overall feeling resembles a straw rich man. Except, 
the main difference is that most of the incidents are solved by one’s own skills. 


In fact, before this story, I tried writing one about Reine-san going on a blind date. Since 
it wasn’t very satisfying, I didn’t use it. But because the idea itself is good, I want to re- 
edit again if given the chance. Personally, I would want to write a story of Tama-chan 
going to a marriage interview party with Reine-san. 
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oSilver Astray 


Since Date A Live is a series that began during spring, it is finally possible to write a 
story about winter after so many volumes had been published. So that’s why it is a rare 
opportunity to let them go to a snowy mountain. Then again, with everyone together on a 
snowy mountain, how could it not be difficult (bias)? 


I remembering storing an old story of Shidou and Origami being stranded alone, but now 
I feel like I have finally written a continuation to that. Moreover, after several years, 
Origami has gained strong allies in the form of Yuzuru and Miku. Is this the power of 
friendship? Shidou’s purity is in danger. 


oSilver Murderer 


The second half of Silver Astray. How can there be no murders (bias) in a snow cottage 
with a blizzard outside? The snowy mountains are a place full of biases. Editor-san said 
on the phone: “Kamaitachi! Kamaitachi!” (the feeling one step after a Dempsey roll). 
That was a lie. 


The illustration is a shocking image of Tohka bloody and collapsed on the floor. But the 
casual outfits of the Spirits drawn behind her are also a big attraction. The pumpkin 
trousers of the Natsumi are so cute that I want to add more pictures of their casual 
clothes. 


oSpirit Snow Wars 


The location changed back to Tenguu City. As the title suggests, it’s a story of everyone 
having a snowball fight together. Though team composition was decided through rock, 
paper, and scissors, the distressed trio from Silver Astray is all on the same team together. 
A terrifying coincidence. By the way, my secret favorite team name is “ Wei Legion”. 
Beastie Who the heck named that? It’s super cool. 


In addition, the snowman, drawn on the illustration with Natsumi taking the flag, is also 
wonderful. It seems obvious from the rabbit ears that Yoshino made it and the “the 
“Konig-Schnee-Zero formula” would have been done by Kaguya in good taste. 
Incidentally, I did not specify which illustrations I wanted to be drawn. From that small 
detail, you can see Tsunako-san’s refined taste. 


oSpirit Dark Matter. 
This short story was written after Spirit Astray, Spirit Murderer, and Spirit Snow Wars. 


As a result, I decided that this new short story should also be limited to the theme of 
winter. So, it is a dark hot pot. Why not? 
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Speaking of darkness, that person, who rarely makes an appearance, has also made her 
presence known here. Although it wasn’t written in the story, it is somewhat funny to 
imagine her changing the notes in everyone’s kotatsu or making the ingredients she latter 
put into the hot pot. The latter probably went, “Ugh...... it stinks...... it stinks...... Í 
while wrapping dumplings. (Personal imagination) 


Well finally, I was able to publish this book due to the efforts of various people this time. 
Tsuneko-san, Editor-san, and everyone involved in editing, sales, distribution, etc, and 


also you for holding this book at this time, thank you very much. 


Well, I hope to see you again in the next book. 


March 2016 Tachibana Koshi 
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